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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ERNEST A. WAGNER, OF GARDINER, MAINE. 

Foot covERING. 
Application filed June 2, 1920. Serial No. 386,016. 

To all whom it may concern. . . . . . 
Beit known that I, ERNEST A. WAGNER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Gardiner, in the county of Kennebec and 
State of Maine. have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Foot Cov 
elings, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The invention relates to footwear and 

more particularly to the class of baby shoes 
or bootees. . . . . . . . . . . . 

The primary object of the invention is to 
provide, in a manner as hereinafter set 
forth, a shoe of such class, having its body 
portion formed from a flat piece of flexible 
material provided with a connecting exten 
sion and a pair of independently operable 
forming lacings for gathering the front and 
rear terminals of the flat piece of material 
together to form a vamp and a back closed 
throughout, each of said lacings being inde 
pendently adjustable to provide for a snug, 
but comfortable fitting of the shoe to the 
foot of the wearer, as well as further pro 
viding a shoe having a neat and attractive 
appearance when worn. . . . . . 
Another object of the invention is the 

provision of a shoe of this character, where 
in the foot of the wearer can be readily in 
serted therein and removed therefrom, and 
when worn cannot be kicked off or lost from 
the foot. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of a shoe of this character, where 
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in a tongue is mounted in the forepart there 
of and is attached in a novel manner, so as 
to completely close the shoe at said forepart, 
irrespective of the adjustment of its toe end 
and particularly when the latter is properly 
shaped on the adjustment thereof. : : 

A still further object of the invention is 
the provision of a shoe of this character, 
wherein minimum labor is required in the 
lmaking thereof, the shoe when completed 
being neat and attractive in appearance, 
serviceable, comfortable when worn, and in 
expensive to manufacture. - 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the features thereof, 
combination of elements and arrangement 
of parts as will be hereinafter fully de 
scribed, illustrated in the accompanying 

drawings, and pointed out in the claims ap 
pended hereto. . . 

In the accompanying drawing: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe 
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constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion. - 

Figure. 2 is a rear elevation thereof. 

which the shoe is made. . . . . . . . Figure 4 is a top, plan view with the 
Figure 3 is a plan view of the blank from 60. 

upper of the shoe open showing in detail 
the toe and heel portions. 

Figure 5 is a sectional view on the 
5-5 of Figure 4. ... 
i Similar reference characters indicate cor responding parts throughout the several 
views in the drawing. 

Referring to the drawing in detail: , 
A shoe, in accordance with this invention, 

comprises a body portion 5, formed from a 

line 

flatpiece of flexible material, preferably 
leather, to provide when the shoe is set up, 
a continuous Sole and heel portion 6, 7, re Spectively, a gathered vamp 8, extending 
rearwardly from the toe portion, an upper 
9, having the rear thereof gathered to form 
an adjustable back 10, including a vertical 
tongue 15, which closes the back through 
out. The forward terminal of the flat body 
5, is provided with a series of eyelets 19, 
and the rear terminal portion of said flat 
body 5, is formed with a series of eyelets 12. 
Carried by the forward terminal of the flat body 5, and extending through the eyelets 
19, is a primary forming lacing 20, and ex 
tended through the eyelets 12 is a secondary 
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forming lacing 13. The lacings 20 and 13 . 
are independent of each other and the for 
mer is employed to set up when the termi 
inals thereof are secured together, the gath 

When its terminals are connected together as 
at 14, to provide the gathered back 10 and 
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ered vamp 8. The lacing 13, is employed 
95 the latter is arranged inwardly with respect 

to said secondary lacing. The primary and 
secondary lacings 20 and 13 permit of inde 
pendently adjusting the vamp 8 or back 10 
when occasion requires. 
The upper 9 at the forepart is open and 

adjacent to one edge thereof are carried 
buttons 16, while the opposite edge has fas 
tened thereto a closure flap 17, provided 
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with suitable buttonholes 18 for the engage 
ment of the buttons 16 therein to fasten the 
said flap 17 in closed position. 
The vamp extension 8 contiguous to its 

free edge is formed with the series of holes 
or eyelets 19, through which is trained the 
primary forming lacing 20, so that said 
vamp extension can be adjusted and shaped 
about the toe end of the shoe so as to permit 
the said toe end to conform to the foot of 
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herefore, 
has been y 

vantages thereof will be obvious, 
a more extended explanation 
omitted. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A shoe of the class described compris 

ing a flat piece of flexible material having 
its forward terminal portion formed with a 
series of eyelets, a primary lacing extended 
through said eyelets and having its ends se 
cured together thereby forming the forward 

the wearer the lacing 20 being adjusted for terminal portion of said piece into a gathered 
this purpose and upon drawing upon the 
same, the vamp extension 8 is formed to the 
desired comfort of the wearer about the toe 
portion of the foot. 
Arranged to be carried by the primary 

lacing 20 interiorly of the shoe is a front 
tongue 21, the same being provided with 
Suitable holes or eyelets 22 to receive the 
lacing 20, which is trained through said 
holes or eyelets and in this manner the 
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tongue 21 will be carried in the shoe to 
completely close the forepart thereof be 
tween the adjustable vamp extension 8 and 
the front closure flap 17. 
The interior of the shoe may be con 

structed with a lining, while the continuous 
sole and heel 6 and 7 may have adapted 
thereto a separate outer sole and heel. The 
edges of the vamp extension 8 and the upper 
9 may be reinforced through the medictim of 
a suitable binding or said edge cut to orna 
ment the same. If found desirable an inner 
sole may be arranged within the shoe. 

It will be clearly apparent that the shoe 
can be adjusted by the lacings. 13 and 20. 
at both the heel and forepart, so that the 
shoe can be snugly fitted upon the foot of 
the wearer to assure comfort and thereby 
enabling the shoe to be fitted to various 
sizes of feet. 
The shoe sole 6, heel 7, vamp extension 

8 and upper 9 with the adjustable back 10, 
is made from the blank 23, and by the 
loosening of the lacings 13 and 20, at the 
heel and forepart of said shoe the same can 
be brought to a substantially flattened con 
dition, it being readily obvious that the shoe 
can be easily applied to and removed from 
the foot of the wearer and on the fasten 
ing of the shoe upon the latter, it cannot be 
kicked off or lost. . . 
From the foregoing, it is thought, that 

the construction of the baby shoe or bootee 
will be cleariy understood and that the ad 

vamp extending over and projecting rear 
wardly from the toes of the wearer, said 
piece having the rear terminal portion there 
of provided at opposite sides with eyelets, 
and a secondary lacing independent of the 
primary lacing and extending through said 
rear eyelets and having its ends secured to. 
gether thereby forming the rear terminal 
portions of said piece into a vertically dis 
posed gathered integral back including it 
vertical tongue, said tongue closing through 

60 

65 

7 

out said back, the latter being arranged in 
Wardly of the secondary lacing. 

2. A shoe of the class described compris 
ing a fiat piece of flexible material having 
its forward terminal portion formed with 
a series of eyelets, a primary lacing extended 
through said eyelets and having its end Se 
cured together thereby forming the forward 
terminal portion of said piece into a gathered 
ramp extending over and projecting rear 
Wardly from the toes of the wearer, said 
piece having the rear terminal portion there 
of provided at opposite sides with eyelets, a 
secondary lacing independent of the primary 
lacing and extending through said rear eye 
lets and having its ends secured together 
thereby forming the rear terminal portions 
of said piece into a vertically disposed 
gathered integral back including a vertical 
tongue, Said tongue closing throughout said 
back, the latter being arranged inwardly of 
the secondary lacing, an extension carried 
by one side of said piece and positioned rear 
wardly with respect to said front eyelets 
and projecting over the instep of the wearer 
and having means independent of either ac 
ing for connecting it to the other side of 
said piece rearwardly of the front, eyelets 
to secure the shoe on and around the ankle 
of the wearer. - 

in testimony whereof, affix my signa 
ture hereto. 

ERNEST A. WAGNER 

SC3 

83 

9. 

100 

0. 


