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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, GEORGE EDMAN BROWN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at Sel-
ma, in the county of Fresno and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented anew and useful Limb-
Support, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. :

This invention relates to means for support-
ing thelimbs of trees; and the object isto pro-
vide a novel connection between the various
limbs, so that each will contribute to the sup-
port of the other, said means being freely ad-
justable, so as to permit ready application to
different trees.

1t is also the object to provide limb-engag-
ing devices which can be easily applied to the
limbs, are freely adjustable toward and from
each other, and will permit the growth of the
limbs without interference and without in-
juring them. )

The preferred form of construction isillus-
trated in the accompanying drawings and is
described in the following specification. An
inspection of the claims will show that the in-
vention is not limited to thespecific structure
set forth. _ :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is'a perspective
view of the lower portion of a tree, showing
the improved support applied thereto. Fig.
2 is a side elevation of one of the limb-engag-
ing stirrups. Fig. 3 is an end elevation of the
same.

Similar reference-numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the fignres of the draw-
ings.

Tn the embodiment herewith illustrated a
tie-cable 10 is employed, which is arranged
to be passed around contignous to the various
limbs to be supported. = This cable may be of

any suitable sort, and the term is to be inter-

preted broadly enough toinclude cords,ropes,
wire, or any flexible connection of a similar
nature. Loosely strung upon this cable are
limb -engaging stirrups 11. These stirrups
are preferably constructed of sheet metaland
have oufturned flanges 12 at their side edges,
one end, 13, of each being made longer than
the other end, which is designated 14. Open-
ings 15 and 16 are formed in said ends, and
the cable 10 is passed through any one of the

_ openings 15 in the longer end. A connect-

~other’s support.

ing device 17 is employed for detachably se-
curing the shorter end of the stirrup to the
cable. This conneecting device comprises a
body portion having spaced legs 18, that em-
brace the cable, the free ends of the legs be-
ing provided with terminal hooks 19, adapted
to engage in certain of the openings 16in the
shorter end of the stirrup.

In applying the supporting meauns to a tree
the shorter ends of the stirrups are first un-
hooked, whereupon said stirrups can be en-
gaged about the limbs and may be freely
adjusted upon the cable, so as to be brought
into proper positions for the purpose. The
connecting devices are then placed upon the
cables. and hooked into the shorter ends of
the stirrups, whereupon the limbs are all con-
nected and mutually contribute to one an-
By having a plurality of
openings in each end of each stirrup said stir-
rups may be arranged in different angularre-
lations to the tie-cable, and. thus may be ac-
commodated to the various inclinations of the
limbs. As aresult there is not as much dan-
ger of the stirrups cutting into and injuring
the wood.

With this structure all the limbs of a tree
may be properly braced and the stirrups can
be freely adjusted toward and from each
other, so that they can be properly engaged
about the limbs. Furthermore, the connec-
tions between the ends and the cable permit
said ends to spread apart as the limbs grow,
and thus will not bind or ctherwise injure the
same.

‘From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further description, and it will be under-
stood that various changes in the size, shape,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without deéparting from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention. .

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—.

1. In alimb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a limb-engaging stirrup, and a
connecting device detachably engaging the
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stirrup and the cable, said device being re-
movable from the cable after its dlsen(rave-
ment from the stirrup.

2. In alimb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a limb-engaging stirrup, and a
connecting device detachably engaging the
cable and having spaced legs that straddle
the same, said leﬂfs being p10v1ded with ter-
minal hooks detaehably engaging the stirrup.

3. Inalimb-support, the combmatlon with
a tie-cable, of a limb-engaging stirrup, and a
connecting device comprising a stibstantially
U -shaped body portion having terminal
hooks,said device detachably engaging the ca-
bleand the stirrup.

4. In alimb-support, the combination Wlth
a tie-cable, of a stirrup having one end se-
cured to the cable, and means for detachably
securing the other end to the cable.

5. In a limb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a stirrup having one end mov-
ably mounted on the cable, and means for de-
tachably securing the other end to the cable.

6. In alimb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a stirrup having an opening in
one end, through which the cable passes, and
a hook for detachably securing the other end
to the eable.

7. In a limb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a stirrup having an opening in
one end through which the cable passes, and
a hook having a detachable engagement both
with the eable and the other end of the stir-

" rup.
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8. In alimb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a limb-engaging stirrup, and
means connecting the cable and the Stirrup,
said means being arranged to engage the stir-
rup at different points to hold it in different
relations to the cable.

9. In alimb-support, the combination with
a tie-cable, of a limb-engaging stirrup having
a plurality of openingsin one end, and a hook
connecting the cable and stirrup and arranged
to be engaged in different openings.

10. In a limb-support, the combination with
a limb-engaging stirrup having one end
longer than the other, of a tie-cable engaging
the longer end, and a detachable connection
between the shorter end and the cable.

11. In alimb-support, the combination with
a limb-engaging stirrap having one end
longer than the other, said longer end being
provided with an opening, a tie-cable passing
through the opening, and a hook detachably
(,01111601;1110 the shorter end of the qtnlup and
the cable.

12. In a limb-supporting means, the combi-
nation with a tie-cable, of a plurality of limb-
engaging stirrups loosely strung upon the ca-
ble and movable toward and from each other.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I havehereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE EDMAN BROW\T

Witnesses:

WALTER L.
E. P. Topbbp.
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