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(87) Abstract: A black-and-white polarized image acquisition unit 21 of an image acquisition unit 20 acquires a
black-and-white polarized image, and a color image acquisition unit 22 acquires a color image. A reflection-removed
image generation unit 40 calculates specific information relating to a black-and-white reflection removal result gen-
erated on the basis of the black-and-white polarized image, ¢.g. information indicating the relationship between the
black-and-white polarized image and the average luminance as calculated from images for each polarization direction in
the black-and-white polarized image, or information used for obtaining the black-and-white reflection removal result from
the black-and-white polarized image. The reflection-removed image generation unit 40 further uses the calculated specific
information or optimized specific information to generate a color reflection-removed image in which specular reflection
has been removed from the color image. A highly sensitive color reflection-removed image can thus be obtained.
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