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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

This invention relates to wall plates for such 
electrical devices as attachment plug receptacles, 
Switches and pilot lights and the like. 
More particularly this invention relates to wall 

plates such as are commonly used to cover elec 
trical devices of the above types which are 
mounted in Outlet boxes, these wall plates serving 
the dual purpose of covering the wiring device 
and acting as an Ornament. 
When Several electric attachment plug recep 

tacles or other wiring devices are mounted in a 
single gang outlet box in interchangeable rela 
tion by Suitable means such as is shown in my 
Patent No. 1,909,270, danger of a short circuit 
is encountered in inserting an attachment plug 
cap into a receptacle by reason of the fact that 
the aperture in which the receptacle casing is 
mounted is so narrow that the screws of the 
binding terminals in the attachment plug cap, or 
a strand of the wire connected thereto, can bridge 
apertures if the Screws or strand of wire project 
beyond the plane of the lower face of the attach 
ment plug cap. Thus, if an all metal plate is 
used, a short circuit may occur. But in some 
cases it is desirable to have a metal plate for the 
particular ornamental effect which it may give 
and in Such a situation a plate made entirely of 
insulation would be unsuitable. 

It is an object of my invention to provide a 
face plate with the ornamentality of a metal 
plate and the insulating qualities of an insulating 
plate. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

metal plate with suitable insulating means, such 
as an escutcheon. Or insert of insulating material, 
to prevent short circuiting when an attachment 
plug cap is inserted into a receptacle of the above 
type mounted behind said plate. 
Other objects and advantages of my invention 

will become apparent as it is described in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing:- 
In the drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a metal face plate 

with a bakelite escutcheon formed according to 
the principles of my invention. 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal section view taken 
on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a transverse section view taken on 
the line 3-3 of Figure 1. 

Figure 4 is a rear view of the plate shown in 
Figure 1. 

Referring to the drawing a face plate to made 
of brass or other metal may be stamped or cast 
in the usual size to cover a conventional wall or 
outlet box and this plate may be provided with a 

beveled edge or flange 2, according to common 
practice. 
A rectangular aperture 4 is formed in the 

center of the plate, the periphery of this aper 
ture being raised or pressed out of the plate form- is 
ing an offset or bead f6. The corners of the 
aperture 4 may be rounded for ornamental 
effect, and to give added strength. Into the 
aperture 4 may be pressed and frictionally held 
an escutcheon 8 formed of bakelite or other 0 
insulating Ematerial, this escutcheon having a 
plurality of apertures 20, 22, 24 separated from 
One another by cross bars 26 and 28. The longer 
sides of the escutcheon are provided with ledges 
or shoulders 30 extending the full length of the is 
long sides. The escutcheon is dimensioned so as 
to fit tightly and to be held by friction within the 
aperture 4 with the flange 30 of the escutcheon 
resting against the rear surface of the offset or 
bead 6. 20 
The rear face of the escutcheon may be re 

cessed around the apertures 20, 22 and 24 to form 
shoulders 40 which may abut complementary 
shoulders 42 upon the insulation casing of an 
electric wiring device 44 which in the example 25 
shown in Figure 2 is an attachment plug recep 
tacle. Obviously other electric wiring devices 
Such as Switches or pilot lights may be accom 
modated within casings of similar size and shape 
to the casing 44 and may be placed in any one of 30 
the apertures 20, 22 and 24. The electric wiring 
devices will commonly be mounted upon a sup 
porting bridge and may be secured thereon and 
to an Outlet or wall box by the means shown in 
my Patent No. 1909,270. 35 

It will be observed that due to the limited 
dimensions that may be allowed the electric wir 
ing devices, when several of them are to be placed 
in a single gang wall box and covered by a single 
gang wall plate, that the binding screws 50 upon 40 
the feet or terminals of the prongs 52 of a con 
ventional standard sized attachment plug cap 54, 
will extend beyond the edges of the casing of 
the wiring devices. If it should happen that one 
or both of the screws 50 were not screwed in 45 
tightly or a strand of the connecting wires 58 
became loose, either the strand or the binding 
Screws might touch the side bars 26 and 28 in 
case the cap was being inserted in a receptacle 
positioned in aperture 22. Or if the cap were 50 
being inserted in a receptacle positioned in aper 
ture 20 or 24, the strand or loose screw might 
touch one of the side bars and the material sur 
rounding the aperture 20 or 24. By reason of the 
escutcheon being made of insulating material this 55 
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2 
contact of the screw or strand of wire with it is 
harmless but if the plate were made in One piece 
of metal a short circuit might result. Thus, it 
will be seen that I have provided a face plate 
which has the desirable ornamental character 
istics of an Ordinary brass face plate and at the 
same time it possesses the insulating qualities of 
face plates made entirely of insulating material. 
The invention can be applied to face plates gen 

erally whether one, two, or more wiring devices 
are to be accommodated, So long as there is ad 
herence to the principal that the escutcheon be 
at least as wide as the distance between the bind 
ing screws of a conventional attachment plug cap. 
Thus it will be apparent that the three aperture 
Single gang plate shown is merely an example 
chosen for the purpose of illustration. 
Many other forms of my invention will occur 

to those skilled in the art; therefore I do not limit 
the invention to the specific embodiment shown. 
Thus it will be observed that the escutcheon can 
be made to fit loosely within the aperture of the 
metal plate. It Would, in that case, be held there 
(resting on the shoulders 42 of any wiring devices 
which might be mounted on a supporting strap 
as shown in my Patent 1,909,270) by the face 
plate, which Would be secured in any conventional 
manner Over the outlet box. 

I claim:- 
1. In combination, a metallic face, plate for 

electric Wiring devices, an insulating escutcheon 
Within an aperture in said plate, and an attach 

2,012,875 
ment plug receptacle received in an aperture in 
said escutcheon, said receptacle being adapted for 
reception of the prongs of a conventional attach 
ment plug cap having Spaced Wire terminals ex 
posed on the underside thereof, the distance be 
tween the opposite walls defining the aperture in 
the metallic face plate being greater than the 
distance between the spaced wire terminals on the 
underSide of the attachment plug cap, and the 
distance between opposite walls defining the 
aperture in the escutcheon and Surrounding the 
receptacle being less than the distance between 
Said Spaced wire terminals, whereby said wire 
terminals are insulated from said metallic face 
plate by Said insulating escutcheon. 

2. In combination, a metallic face plate for 
electric Wiring devices, an insulating escutcheon 
Within an aperture in said plate, said escutcheon 
having a ledge engaging the under side of said 
plate, an electric wiring device received within an 
aperture in said escutcheon whereby said escutch 
eon is held between Said Wiring device and said 
plate. 

3. A cover for an electric wiring device com 
prising a metallic plate having an aperture, an 
insulating escutcheon fitting within said aper 
ture and having an aperture within it for receiv 
ing an electric wiring device, said escutcheon 
having a portion lying beneath said plate whereby 
Said escutcheon is held in place between the wir 
ing device and said plate. 
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