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To all whomn it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE YULE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
Essex county, New Jersey, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in the Pro-
cess of Ornamenting Hats, fully deseribed
and represented in the following specification,
and the accompanying drawings forming a
part of the same.

The object of this invention is toprovide a
simpleandeffective method of decorating hats.

The method consists in providing the hat
with an ornamental design of napped fur
which contrasts with adjacent surfaces that
arenot napped. The napped fur is disposed
upon the hat in the desired ornamental de-
sign, either by covering the body of the hat
with asteneil before napping any of the same,
and then raising a nap upon the parts ex-
posed, or by applying a stencil toahat having
the fibers already raised (by brushingorother
means) and then removing theraised fibers ex-
posed through the apertures of the stencil.

I am aware that heretofore a map-hat has
been formed with an ornamental design for
application to a hat-body by means of a cone-
shaped stencil applied to the inner surface of
the forming cone to obstruct apart of the per-
forations in thelatter, so as to collect the felt
upon the forming-cone in portions correspond-
ing with the apertures in the stencil; but my
invention differs from such process in forni-
ing the decoration directly upon the hat after
the completion of the “forming” operation.
By my method both plain and decorated hats
may be “formed” in precisely the same man-
ner and by the same apparatus, the hats to
be decorated being subjected merely to an
additional operation upon the portion to be
raised or otherwise treated to form the de-
sired contrast with the rémaining portions of
the hat. The decorations may be performed
either before or after the hat is shaped, the
form of the stencil in either case being made
to correspond with that of the hat at such
stage of the hat-making process.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1is a ver-
tical section of a hat-body upon the forming-
cone with the stencil applied to the outer sur-

face of the same. IFig. 21is a similar view of
the stencil detached, and Fig. 3 a similar view
of a shaped hat-body supported upon a suit-
able form and having a stencil applied to its
outer surface. Fig.41is a plan of a hatdeco-
rated by my process with radial corrugations
upon the brim.

ais the hat-body, bthe forming-cone or other
suitable support therefor, and ¢ a cone com-
prising the stencil provided with apertures d.
It is obvious that the apertures ¢ may be
formed of any shapeor size and disposed over
any part or the whole of the surface of the
stencil, so as to form the required design
upon the hat.

For the purposes of illustration, I have
shown herein a design for the stencil adapted
to form radial corrugations e around the brim
J of the hat, the crown g being completely
covered and the rim being exposed in radial
strips.

My process is adapted for treating suitably
sueh portions of the hat as are exposed
through the apertures in the steneil in order
to change the appearance of the exposed por-
tions, so as to form a contrast with the cov-
ered portions, and it is therefore immaterial
to my invention whether they be treated
by combing or brushing the same to raise the
fibers, or whether a part of the exposed por-
tions be removed by singeing or pouncing.

In cases where the hat is not napped the
stencil is first applied and then the fibers on
the surface of the exposed portions are raised
by carding or brushing; but with napped hats
having the fibers already raised before the
stencil is applied the fibers f’, which would
project through the apertures d, as shown in
Fig. 3, are removed by singeing, pouncing, or
any other convenient means:

It is evident that by the above-deseribed

process either the upper orlower side or any-

other part of the hat may be readily deco-
rated.

In Figs. 1 and 2 T have shown a means by
which a steneil of conical form may be
clamped firmly upon a hat-body of similar
form. This consists in a series of pinsd’ pro-

jeceting from the exterior surface of the form-
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ing cone or support b and engaging the cam-
slots d’ in or near the lower edge of the sten-
cil ¢. 1Itis evident, however, that any other
convenient means may be used for securing
the stencil upon the hat.

From the above description it is obvious
that the essential feature of my invention is
operating upon the portion of the surface of
the hat exposed by the apertures in the
stencil by any of the well-known means of
altering the physical characterof the surface,
whether by singeing or clipping projecting
fibers therefrom, or carding the fibers where
the exposed surface is smooth. By any of
these operations the result would be the same
so far as its relation to my invention is con-
cerned, for the constitution of the exposed

surface would be affected in each case, and’

the appearance thereby modified to form a
contrast with the other portions of the hat.

I am aware that a stencil has heretofore
been used in applying coloring-matter to cer-
tain portions of a hat, and I therefore dis-
claim the useof a stencil, broadly, for the pur-
pose of ornamenting hats. Where the brim
or crown alonerequires ornamentation by the

methods herein deseribed, it is obvious that

the same would be properly prepared for the

application of the stencil and then treated in -
Thus the brim alone may -
be napped and then ornamented by applying .

a suitable manner.

430,457

a stencil and removing a portion of the
napped fibers to form an ornamental design.

I do not therefore limit myself to the orna-
mentation of the entire hat by the means de-
seribed.

Having thus set forth my invention, what 1"

claim herein, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The method of ornamenting hats, which
consists in first applying a stencil to its sur-
face, and then operating mechanically upon
the exposed fibers to change the physical
character and appearance of the exposed por-
tion of its surface, substantially as and for
the purpose set forth. .

2. The method of ornamenting hats, which
consists in firstapplying to ahat having raised
fibers, as described, a stencil fitted thereto,
and provided with an ornamental design, and
then removing by suitable means, as pounc-
ing or singeing, the fibers projecting through
the apertures in the stencil, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

‘my hand in the presence of two subscribing

witnesses. .
' GEORGE YULE.

Witnesses:
GEO. FUCHTER,
H. J. MILLER.
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