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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RALPH EVANs, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Fort 
Dodge, in the county of Webster, State of 

5 Iowa, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Self-Cleaning Curry 
combs; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 

10 skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
This invention relates to a curry comb 

and more especially to an improved curry 
comb of the self-cleaning type, 
The principal object of the invention is 

to provide a novel form of cleaning mem 
ber with means for holding the same en 
gaged over the teeth of the comb, said means 
also serving to shift the said member over 

20 the teeth to remove the dirt and hair there 
from upon release of the holding means. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists of certain other com 
binations and arrangements of parts as will 

25 be hereinafter more fully described and 
claimed, it being a still further object of 
the invention to provide a device which will 
not be likely to get out of Working order. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is a top plan 

80 view of the invention. Fig. 2 is a side ele 
vation with the plate in an open position. 
Fig. 3 is a rear elevation. Fig. 4 is a detail 
view of the cleaner plate removed. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, there 
35 is shown a back plate 10 having a handle 

member 11 secured thereto and extended 
rearwardly, said back plate 10 having U 
shaped plates 12 secured at spaced distances 
transversely of its underface and provided 

40 with toothed extremities 13 over which my 
improved plate is adapted to pass. This 
plate comprises a cleaner member formed 
of a single section of wire 14 of a contour 
similar to that of the back plate or rectangu 

45 lar formation and having its forward end 
portions pivotally attached to the front U 
shaped plate as shown at 15 by means of 
ears secured thereto while its end portions 
terminate in loops 16 adapted to engage 

50 eyes 17' at the forward end adjacent to the 
sides of the back plate 10 to limit the move 
ment of the cleaner plate to an open posi 
tion. A series of plates in the form of strips 
17 are secured to the sides of the wire frame 

55 through the medium of their rebent end 
portions 18, said strips being spaced apart 

5 

for receiving the leg portions of the U 
shaped toothed plates and having flanged 
portions 19 adapted to snugly engage against 
the opposite faces of the toothed plates to 
clean the dirt and hair therefrom when the 
cleanerplate is shifted to an open position. 
A coiled spring 20 is anchored intermedi 

ate its ends as shown at 21 to an eye car 
lied by the back plate and has its forward 
end connected to a loop 22 formed centrally 
in the forward end of the wire frame while 
its opposite end is connected to a catch mem 
ber 23. This catch member is formed of a 
single Section of wire having a loop portion 
24 disposed adjacent to the shank of the 
handle and below which the spring is con 
nected, the catch being curved and pivot 
ally attached to a pin 25 secured in eyes 26 
Spaced apart and mounted upon the rear 
toothed plate so that the extremity 27 or en 
gaging portion of the catch beyond its point 
of engagement with the pin around which it 
is twisted, projects below the said plate to 
engage the outwardly bulged portion 28 of 
the rear end of the wire frame and thus 
holds the said cleaner plate in a closed posi 
tion. 

In the operation of the device with the 
parts thus engaged, the loop portion of the 
catch is in a forward position and in order 
to release the cleaner plate, the operator 
grasps the handle in the usual manner and 
presses his thumb forwardly of the loop por 
tion and presses rearwardly theréon to 
Swing the engaging end of the catch down 
wardly beyond the bulged portion of the 
wire frame and as the flanged strips are 
drawn in an open position by the coiled 
spring at the opposite extremity thereof, the 
hair and dirt is removed from the teeth. 
The device is simple in construction, effi 

cient in operation and economical to manu 
facture. 
I claim:-- 
1. In a curry-comb, the combination with 

a back plate and spaced toothed plates car 
ried thereby; of a wire frame pivotally se 
cured to the back plate at its forward end, 
cleaner plates carried by the wire frame to 
engage over the toothed plates, means to 
hold said frame in a closed position and 
means to move the same to an open position 
upon releasal of the last mentioned means, 
said last mentioned means being held in en 
gaged position by the first mentioned means. 

2. In a self-cleaning curry comb, a back 
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plate, a handle therefor, U-shaped toothed 
plates secured transversely to the underface 
of the back plate and spaced apart, a wire 
frame pivotally attached to the forward 
toothed plate and having looped end por 
tions, projections upon the back plate en 
gaged by said looped portions to limit the 
movement of the wire frame to an open 
position at right angles to the back plate, 
flanged strips having rebent end portions 
secured to the sides of the frame and spaced 
apart to receive the toothed plates in Snug 
engagement, a catch pivotally mounted upon 
the rear toothed plate and adapted to en 
gage a bulged portion of the frame ad 
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jacent thereto and hold said frame in a 
closed position and a coiled spring secured 
intermediate its ends to the back plate and 
connected at its extremities to the forward 
portion of the frame and to the catch above 20 
its pivot point to hold said catch in an en 
gaged position and to move the frame to an 
open position when the catch is released. In testimony whereof, I affix my signa 
ture, in presence of two witnesses. 

RALPHEVANS. 
Witnesses: 

L. PooIEE, 
CHAs. SHEKER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


