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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

The claims are classified into the two inventions below.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-6 and 12-13

Document 1 describes

an ultrasonic transducer (page 4, lines 2 and 3),

wherein a flat washer 10A, a Q damp ring spacer 11, an electrode plate 12A having a disc shape with a through
hole, a vibration piezoelectric element 1A having a disc shape with a through hole, an electrode plate 12B, a
vibration piezoelectric element 1B, an electrode plate 12C, and a flat washer 10B are arranged on each other in this
order, and these members are fastened and integrated with a bolt 13 being passed through the through holes of the
members and screwed into a nut 14 (page 4, lines 4-13, and fig. 1 and 2),

the piezoelectric elements are disposed inside relative to the head 15 of the bolt 13 and inside relative to the nut
14 (fig. 1 and 2).
In light of document 1, claims 1 and 2 lack novelty, and thus do not have a special technical feature (STF).

Claim 4 citing claim 2 would be obtained by a simple design change to the prior art described in document 1, and
thus does not have an STT.

There are no inventions of claims in the same category that include all matters specifying the invention of claim 4
citing claim 2.

Accordingly claims 1-2 already determined as to whether the claims have an STT and claim 4 citing claim 2 are
classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) 7-11 and 14-22

Claims 7-11 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding STTs between these claims and any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Meanwhile, claims 7-11 depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1. However, the technical feature of the
invention of claim 1 relates to the structure of a vibration generator device, whereas the added technical feature of
claims 7 and 9 relative to the foregoing invention relates to the waveform of voltage supplied in a vibration generator
device. Thus these inventions have low technical relevance therebetween.

In addition, claims 7-11 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified
as invention 1.

Claims 14-22 cannot be said to have the same or corresponding STEs between these claims and any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

In addition, claims 14-22 do not depend from claim 1 classified as invention 1.

In addition, claims 14-22 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Accordingly claims 7-11 and 14-22 cannot be identified as invention 1, and thus are classified as invention 2.
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1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: Claims 1-6 and 12-13

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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