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[57} ABSTRACT

A holder for pencils, pens or other slender articles
consists of a plurality of holder modules or sections
adapted to be releasably connected into a unit which
possesses any number of the modules. The unit is
mountable upon a wall, desk, machine or the like to
satisfy the convenience of the user.

2 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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1
SECTIONAL EXPANDABLE PENCIL HOLDER

The objective of the invention is to improve upon the
known prior art through the provision of a simplified
and economical holder for pencils, pens and other slen-
der articles in modular form and adapted to be molded
from plastics. The holder is expandable in that any
number of modules may be employed in the assembly
which is adapted to be mounted on any flat surface,
such as the side of a desk, file cabinet or wall. The indi-
vidual modules or sections have interfitting compo-
nents which snap together and interlock to produce a
substantially unitary rigid assembly. The holder has
convenient adhesive mounting means and may also be
anchored with screws. The device is characterized by
extreme simplicity, economy of manufacture and con-
venience of use. It may be manufactured in bright col-
ors or from transparent material. Other features and
advantages of the invention will become apparent dur-
ing the course of the following description.

_ BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pencil holder em-
bodying the invention formed by a pair of interengag-
ing separable modules.

FIG. 2 is a front elevation, partly in section, of the
modules forming the holder in FIG. 1 prior to mtercon-
necting the same into a unit.

FIG. 3 is a horizontal section taken on line 3—3 of

-FIG. 2.

.FIG. 4 is a perspective view, similar'to FIG. 1, of a
holder formed by the same two modules shown in FIG.
1, plus a plurality of intervening modules or sections
which collectively form an expandable holder.

FIG. 5 is an exploded front elevation showing the in-
termediate modules in FIG. 4 prior to assembly..

FIG. 6 is a horizontal section taken on line 6—6 of
FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the drawings in detail, wherein like nu-
merals: designate’ like parts, the numerals 10 and 11
designate a pair of end sections or modules utilized in
the formation of an expandable holder for pencils 12.or
similar slender articles. As depicted in FIG. 1, a simple
holder for two pencils or a pen and pencil may be con-
structed from the single pair of modules 10 and 11. The
latter are formed separately, preferably by molding
from an economical plastics material which may be
opaque or transparent, as desired. Each module 10 and
11 comprises an elongated body portion 13 of a uni-
form cross section and preferably having a flat front
face 14 for the mounting of any desired indicia. The
body portion 13 is provided with a central cylindrical
bore 15 for the reception of a pencil or the like and the
bore terminates near the bottom end of the body por-
tion in a tapered extremity 16 so as to form a rest for
the usually tapered writing instrument. The length of
the bore 15 is sufficient to support the average pencil
or the like with stability.

The modules or sections 10 and 11 have outer side
integral mounting flanges 17, each provided with an
opening 18 for the reception of a mounting screw 19 by
means of which the holder may be secured to a wall
surface, article of furniture or the like. The rear face of
each module 10 and 11 including the flange 17 is flat
for stable contact with a wall or other flat mounting
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member as indicated at' 20. To facilitate joining the
modules 10 and 11 in an integrated rigid assembly, one
module is provided on one side thereof at vertically
spaced points with a pair of small pin projections or
nipples 21 which engage snugly within small socket
openings 22 formed in the opposing side of the other
module 11. When the two modules are pressed firmly
together so that the nipples 21 are firmly engaged in the
sockets 22, the modules become rigid and unitized to
produce a holder assembly of the type shown in FIG.
1.

In addition to the mounting screws 19, or in lieu
thereof, the holder may be mounted by adhesive means
on any supporting surface and toward this end a prefer-
ably masked permanently tacky pressure-sensitive ad-
hesive coating 23 is applied to the rear flat faces 20 of
the modules at the time of manufacturing. The user
may simply remove the customary wax paper mask and
press the device firmly into place on a wall or the like.
The holder is normally mounted in an upright position
but could be mounted at an angle or at any position
where the open tops of the bores 15 are above the hori-
zontal so that the slender articles will not fall out.

FIG. 4 illustrates the expandability of the holder or
support by the inclusion between the end modules 10
and 11 of any desired number of intermediate modules
or sections 24. These intermediate modules are basi-
cally similar to the end modules 10 and 11 and are
formed of the same material and are of the same length
as the end modules and each possesses the same type
of bore 25 for receiving a pencil or the like. The inter-
mediate modules 24 differ from the end modules in that
they lack the side flange 17. Otherwise, in cross sec-
tional shape, they may be substantially identical to the
end modules.

Again, differing from the end modules, each interme-
diate module 24 is provided on one side with a pair of
projecting nipples 26 and on its opposite side with a
pair of socket openings 27 spaced to receive the nipples
27 of the next adjacent end or intermediate module.
Each module 24 has the above-mentioned masked
pressure-sensitive adhesive coating 28 on the rear flat
face thereof to facilitate mounting the holder on a sup-

- porting surface.

It will now be understood that an indefinitely expand-
able holder or support for slender articles may be con-
structed from a plurality of the intermediate modules
24 along or in combination with the end pair of mod-
ules 10 and 11. FIG. 4 shows a holder comprised of the
end modules 10 and 11 plus a single pair of intermedi-
ate modules 24. The nipples 21 of the end module 10
are inserted into the sockets 27 of the first intermedi-
ate module 24, and the nipples 26 of that mocule 24 are
inserted into the sockets of the next intermediate mod-
ule, etc., until a holder of the desired size has been con-
structed. Such a holder can include any number of the
intermediate modules 24 interlocked with and between
a pair of the end modules 10 and 11. If preferred, the
holder may be constructed entirely from a desired
number of the modules 24, without utilizing the two
end modules. It is thought that the flexibility and versa-
tility of the invention will now be readily understood .
without the necessity for further description.

It is to be understood that the form of the invention
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a pre-
ferred example of the same, and that various changes
in the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be re-
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sorted. to, without departing from the spirit of the in-
vention or scope of the subjoined claims.

We claim:

1. A holder for slender articles comprising a plurality
of holder sections of separate and independent forma-
tion, each section comprising an elongated body having
an elongated bore adapted to receive a slender article,
each section having a substantially flat mounting face
with a pressure-sensitive adhesive mounting means
thereon, each section having at least a pair of projec-
tions carried by one side thereof adapted to enter
aligned socket recesses in one side of a similar section,
whereby a plurality of said sections may be detachably
rigidly interlocked in assembled relationship to form a
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holder of any desired size having any desired number
of said sections, and a pair of end holder sections for
said holder having apertured mounting flanges on their
outer ‘sides enabling the holder to be secured to a
mounting surface by screws or the like, each end holder
section having means to interlock with the projections
or socket recesses of the adjacent first-named holder
sections.

2. The structure of claim 1 and said means to inter-
lock comprising a pair of projections on one end holder
section and a pair of socket recesses formed in the

other end holder section.
* . % * * *



