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(571 ~ ABSTRACT

A container for containing a gift article or articles, the
container comprising an cuter sleeve and an inner tray
slidable therein, the sleeve having a pair of side
panels, a rear panel connected to the side panels, a
face panel connected to the side panels and having a

" cut-out opening therein, and a cover panel hinged to .

one of the side panels and adapted to selectively lie in
face-to-face contact with the face panel to cover the
opening therein. ‘

8 Claims, 14 Drawing Figures
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1
CONTAINER

BACKGROUND

This application relates to a container, and more par-
ticularly to one having a hinged front cover and
adapted to contain a gift item, such as a piece of jewel-
ry, a quantity of candy, or the like.

Packages or cartons for containing gift items should
be as attractive as possible, while at the same time
maintaining the high degree of compactness desirable
in all cartons. Gift merchandise, when transmitted to a
donee, is conventionally accompanied by a greeting
card, by which the donor may identify himself and send
an appropriate message along with the gift.

It has been found convenient to combine the greeting
card and gift in a common package, but such packages
have in the past been limited in size and have cor-
respondingly limited the size of the gift.

It is therefore desirable to provide a combination .

greeting card and container which can accommodate
relatively large sized gift articles in a neat and attractive
fashion. It is also desirable to arrange the combination
so that the gift is fully wrapped until the card is opened,
and becomes visible to the donee upon opening the
card to read the message inside.

Where damage can occur to the contents of the con-
tainer when loosely held therein, means should be pro-
vided to firmly retain the contents in place to avoid
movement. A further important requirement of most
carton containers is that they each be formed from a
compact partially set-up structure which can readily be
stored and transported to the packager. This partially
set-up structure should be capable of being easily
formed, filled, and sealed by the packager. The carton
also should be adapted for tight closure to prevent loss
of contents or contamination during shipment and
delivery to the retailer or other distributor, and while
the product is being displayed for sale.

Accordingly, it is a principal object of the present in-
vention to provide a container which has the aforemen-
tioned advantages.

It is a further object of this invention to provide such
a container having a greeting card attached to the car-
ton

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a container having a greeting card attached to the car-
ton in such a way as to conceal the contents of the car-
ton until the greeting card has been opened and to dis-
play the contents after the greeting card has been
opened. '

A further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved container which may be partially set-
up at the time the blanks therefor are formed.

Still another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide an improved container which may be easily and
economically formed, filled, and sealed by the
packager.

These and other objects and advantages of the
present invention will become manifest upon an ex-
amination of the accompanying specification and
drawings.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with one embodiment of this inven-
tion a carton of foldable material is provided for hold-
ing a gift article or articles. The carton has a generally
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rectangular shape and is formed from a collapsed tubu-
lar sleeve structure which in turn is formed from a
blank, and a collapsed tray structure insertable into the
sleeve. The sleeve has a pair of side panels, a rear panel
connected to the side panels, a face panel connected to

- the side panels, and a cover panel connected to one of
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the side panels. The face panel has a cut-out portion
forming a window through which the contents of the
carton may be viewed. The cover panel is hinged to the
side panel and adapted to overlie the face in face-to-
face contact thereby covering the opening therein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference will now be made to the accompanying
drawings, illustrating an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a carton made in ac-’
cordance with- the present invention, with its hinged
cover in closed position; : _

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the carton of FIG. 1,
with its hinged cover in open position;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the carton, with its

-cover opened, and with the interior tray of the carton

partly withdrawn from its outer sleeve;

FIG. 4 is a vertical cross-section of the carton, taken
along the section line 4—4 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a blank from which the outer
sleeve and cover of the carton are formed;

FIG. 6 is a partial perspective view of the blank of
FIG. 5, at an intermediate stage of erection to form the
outer sleeve and cover of the carton;

FIG. 7 is a plan view of a blank from which the inner
tray of the carton is formed;

FIG. 8 is a partial perspective view of the blank of
FIG. 7 at an intermediate stage of erection;

FIG. 9 is a vertical cross-sectional view of a portion
of the inner tray of the carton, taken along the section
line 9—9 of FIG. 3;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of another carton form-
ing a second exemplary embodiment of the present in-
vention;

FIG. 11 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the car-
ton of FIG. 10, taken along the section line 11—11 in
FIG. 10

FIG. 12 is a plan view of a blank from which the
inner tray of the carton of FIG. 10 is formed;

FIG. 13 is a partial perspective view showing an in-
termediate stage of erection of the blank of FIG. 12;
and

FIG. 14 is a partial perspective view, partly in sec-
tion, of the fully erected inner tray of the carton of FIG.
10, the section being taken along section line 14—14 in
FIG. 10.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED .
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, and particularly to
FIGS. 1-3, a carton 9 for holding a gift article is shown.
The carton has a hollow interior to accommodate the
gift article, and the upper surface of the carton forms a
greeting card integral with the carton.

The carton is made up of two portions comprising an
inner tray portion 10 and an outer sleeve portion 11.
The tray 10 is adapted to be slidable into and out of the
sleeve 11. The top surface of the sleeve 11 is adapted to
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be covered by a cover 12, hinged to a panel of the
sleeve 11 along a fold line 13. When the cover 12 is in
its closed position, as illustrated in FIG. 1, its outer sur-
face presents an appearance similar to the outside of a
greeting card, with appropriate words and symbols per-
taining to the nature of the greeting.

When the cover 12 is in its open position, as illus-
trated in FIG. 2, words and symbols on its inner surface
are brought into view, as well as words and symbols on
the face panel 14 of the tubular sleeve 11. A portion of
the face panel 14 is removed or cut out, to form an
opening 15, through which the contents of the carton
may be observed. In the embodiment of FIGS. 1-9, an
ornamental object 16 is housed within the carton with
the end of the object 16 which has the more distinctive
shape and appearance visible below the opening 15.
Preferably, the object 16 is firmly secured to a bottom
panel 17 of the tubular member 11 by means of strips
48 which rigidly secure the object 16 in the position il-
lustrated, but permit ready removal of the object 16
from the carton when desired.

The tubular sleeve 11 is formed in a cylindrical form
with parallel face and rear panels 14 and 17, intercon-
nected at their longer edges by side panels 18 and 19.
The cover 12 is formed of two layers 122 and 12b,
which are secured together preferably by gluing or the
like. The panel 124 is hingably secured to the upper
edge of the side wall 18 and the fold line 13 separating
the panels 12a and 18 forms a hinge, whereby the cover
12 may be readily moved into closed position as illus-
trated in FIG. 1 or into opened position as illustrated in
FIG. 2.

The sleeve 11 is open at both ends to permit ready in-
sertion and removal of the tray 10. In FIG. 3 the tray 10
is illustrated in a position in which it has been partially
withdrawn from the interior of the tubular sleeve 11.
Continued withdrawal of the tray 10 results in separa-
tion of the tray 10 from the sleeve 11, so that the object
16 within the carton may be removed more easily.

Referring now to FIGS. 4 through 9, the manner of
formation and erection of the tray 10 and the sleeve 11
are illustrated. The tubular sleeve 11, with its cover 12,
is formed of the blank 20 illustrated in plan view in
FIG. §. The four wall panels of the sleeve 11, viz., the
face and rear panels 14 and 17, and the side panels 18
and 19, are all formed of a single sheet of foldable sheet
material such as fiberboard or the like, and the various
panels are integral, but separated from each other by
fold lines. The panels 12a4 and 12b of the cover 12 are
also formed integrally with the other panels, and are
separated from each other and from the other panels by
fold lines. Fold line 21 separates the face panel 14 from
the side panel 19 and a fold line 22 separates the side
panel 19 from the bottom panel 17. A fold line 23
separates the bottom panel 17 from the side panel 18
and the fold line 13 separates the side panel 18 from
the cover panel 12a. A fold line 25 separates the two
cover panels 12a and 12b. A glue flap 26 adjoins the
long edge of the face panel 14, opposite the fold line
21, and is separated from the panel 14 by means of a
fold line 27. The opening 15 is cut-out from the face
panel 14 to form a rectangular opening offset from the
center of the panel 14 toward one end thereof.

In FIG. §, the manner in which the blank 20 is folded
along the various fold lines during erection is illus-
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4

trated. The cover panels 12a and 125 are folded into
face-to-face contact about the fold line 25, and glued
together. The glue flap 26 is placed adjacent the side
panel 18, to which it is glued.

Preferably, the tubular portion is partially erected
merely by folding the fold lines 21, 23 and 25 and glu-
ing the glue flap 26 to the side panel 18, so that the
sleeve 11 is maintained in a flat condition to facilitate
storage and transportation to the packager, where it
may be fully erected immediately prior to filling.

The blank from which the tray 10 is formed is illus-
trated in FIG. 7. The blank 28 includes bottom panel
29 to form the bottom of the tray, side panels 30 and 31
and end panels 32 and 33. The panels are integrally
formed, being separated from each other by ap:
propriate fold lines. The side panels 30 and 31 are
separated from the bottom panel 29 by fold lines 34
and 35, respectively, and the end panels 32 and 33 are
separated from the bottom panel 29 by fold lines 36
and 37, respectively. A flap 38, integral with the end
panel 32, is separated therefrom by means of fold line
39. Another flap 40, integral with the end panel 33, is
separated therefrom by means of a fold line 41. The
upper corners of the side panels 30 and 31 are provided
with notches 42 each having a depth approximately
equal to the thickness of the blank 28, and a length
slightly longer than the width of the flaps 38 and 40.

During the erection of the tray 10, the side panels 30
and 31 and folded upwardly into perpendicular rela-
tionship with respect to the bottom panel 29, and the
end panels 32 and 33 are folded upwardly about fold
lines 36 and 37 until they, too, are perpendicular to the
plane of the bottom panel 29. The flaps 38 and 40 are
then folded about fold lines 31 and 49, respectively,
until they are perpendicular to their respective end
panels and parallel to the bottom panel 29.

The length of the end panels 32 and 33, as well as the
flaps 38 and 40, is equal to the width of the bottom
panel 29 plus a distance equal to twice the thickness of
the blank, so that the interior vertical surface of the end
panels 32 and 33 abut the end edges 43 of the side
panels 30 and 31. The inside lower surface of the flaps
38 and 40 abut the upper edges of the notches 42, and
the upper surface of the flaps 38 and 40 lie in a plane
defined by the upper edges 44 of the side panels 30 and
31. Accordingly, the assembled tray 10 forms a
generally rectangular assembly, its bottom surface
defined by the bottom panel 29 and its upper extremity
located in a plane defined by the upper edges 44 of the
side panels 30 and 31 and the upper surface of the flaps
38 and 40. When the tray 10 is inserted into the sleeve
11, friction between the face panel 14 of the sleeve 11
and the flaps 38 and 40 hold the tray 10 in assembled
condition and prevent the disassembly of the end walls
33 and 34 with their associated flaps.

The article 16 is positioned in place in the tray part
10 by means of strips 48 which are preferably formed
of short lengths of coated wire encircling the lower por-
tion of the article 16 with ends brought out through
apertures 46 in the bottom panel 29 of the tray 10
(FIG. 4). The ends are twisted to maintain the article
16 in position. The article may be readily removed
from the tray member by first sliding the tray 10 out of
association with the sleeve 11 and then untwisting the
ends of the wire 18. The twisted ends of the wire mem-
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bers 18 are protected by the rear panel 17 of the sleeve,
which covers them when the carton is fully assembled.
The wire 48 is relatively thin so that the twisted ends do
not appreciatively increase the thickness of the carton
at that point. The wire 18 is coated to enhance its ap-
pearance. ‘

As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, the width of the side
panel 18 is made slightly greater than that of the cor-
responding side panel 19, in order to permit the loca-
tion of fold line 13, which serves as a hinge, to be
spaced slightly above the upper surface of the face
panel 14 of the sleeve 11. This permits the cover 12 to
lie flat against the upper surface of the face panel 14 of
the sleeve 11 so that the carton is compact and un-
necessary stress on the carton in the vicinity of the
hinge is avoided.

Referring now to FIGS. 10-14, another embodiment
of the present invention is illustrated. The carton of
FIGS. 10-14 is particularly adapted for containing
candy or other comestibles in which there is a need to
have the contents of the package sealed so as to
preserve freshness and to protect the contents from
contamination. The sleeve 11 is identical to that of the
embodiment described above, but the tray portion 50
of the carton is somewhat different.

The blank 51 from which the tray 50 is formed, is il-
lustrated in FIG. 12. Like the blanks of FIGS. 5 and 7,
described above, the blank 51 is formed. of foldable
material such as fiberboard or the like, and the various
panels and flaps thereof are all integral and separated
from each other by appropriate fold lines. ’

A bottom panel 52 is separated from two side panels
53 and 54 by fold lines 55 and 56, respectively, and
from two end panels 57 and 58 by fold lines 59 and 60,
respectively. Each side panel 53 and 54 has a top flap
62 and the flaps 62 are separated from their respective
side panels by fold lines 63. The side panel 54 has a clo-
sure flap 64 integral with one end and separated
therefrom by a fold line 65, and an identical closure
flap 66 at the other end, separated from the panel 54 by
a fold line 67. Closure flap 64 has a slit 64a and closure
flap 66 has a slit 66a, which provides for a locking ac-
tion. The side panel 53 is provided with corresponding
closure flaps 68 and 69, separated from the panel 53 by
fold lines 7¢ and 71, respectively. The flaps 68 and 69
have slits 682 and 69a. The upper portion 72z of a top
flap 72 is separated from the end panel 57 by fold line
73, and the lower portion 72b of the top flap is
separated from the upper portion by a fold line 74. An
inner panel 75 is separated from the flap portion 72b by
a fold line 76, and a bottom flap 77 is separated from
the inner panel 75 by a fold line 78.

The end panel 58 is provided with an identical array
of panels and flaps separated by fold lines, as described
above.

An intermediate stage of erection of the tray 50 is il-
lustrated in FIG. 13, and the fully erected condition is
shown in FIG. 14. The side panels 53 and 54 are folded
upwardly about fold lines 55 and 56, and closure flaps
66 and 69 are folded inwardly, about fold lines 67 and
71, and the slits. 66a and 69a caused to engage each
other in locking fashion. The end panel 58 is then
folded up into face-to-face relation with he outer sur-
faces of the closure panels 66 and 69, about the fold
line 60. The inner panel 75 is then folded downwardly
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6

about fold line 74, until it is in face-to-face relation
with the inner surfaces of the closure panels 66 and 69.
The bottom flap 77 is at the same time brought into
relation elation with the bottom panel 52, folding about
the fold line 78. The top flaps 62 are folded inwardly
about fold lines 63, and then the top flap 72, formed of
upper portion 72a and lower portion 72b, is folded,
along fold lines 73 and 76, over the ends of the top flaps
62. The other end of the tray 50 is erected in identical
fashion. )

When the tray 50 is erected, a generally rectangular
tray is formed, fully closed at its bottom, ends and sides
and partially closed, via top flaps 62 and 72; at its top.
After the tray 50 is filled with candy or the like, the en-
tire tray and its contents is wrapped and sealed in cel-
lophance or other transparent wrapping 80 (FIG. 10).
The manner in which the tray 50 is constructed insures
that the transparent wrapping material 80 lies only
against the face of the foldable material of which the
tray is constructed, and does not abut any of the end
edges of the panels or flaps, where rubbing or pressure
might pierce the wrapping. The freshness and purity of
the contents are thus assured.

Although the exemplary embodiments which have
been described are illustrated in connection with the
packaging of a gift merchandise, cartons or containers
constructed in accordance with the present invention
may be employed for the packaging of other commodi-
ties or consumer items. Furthermore, while fiberboard
construction has been described, other packaging
materials may be employed where feasible and desira-
ble. Other modifications may be made in the embodi-
ments which have been described and illustrated, and it
is contemplated, by the appended claims, to cover any
such modifications that fall within the spirit and scope
of the invention. '

What is claimed is:

1. A combination message-transmitting card and box
construction for containing gift means, said construc-
tion comprising;

a. a sleeve formed of foldable material, said sleeve
having a face panel, a rear panel and two side
panels, said face panel having an opening for ex-
posing the interior of said sleeve to view through
said opening;

b. a cover panel formed of foldable material and hin-
gedly connected to said sleeve, said cover panel
being foldable into face-to-face contact with said
face panel of said sleeve to cover said opening;

c. a tray adapted to be inserted into, and contained
within, said sleeve; and

d. gift means removably disposed on said tray and
viewable through said opening in said face panel.

2. The article of claim 1, wherein said cover panel is
defined by an inside cover panel and an outside cover
panel separated from each other by a fold line, said in-
side and outside cover panels being adapted to be
folded about said fold line into face-to-face contact,
and said outside cover panel being connected to one of
said side panels by a foldable hinge.

3. The article of claim 2, wherein the side panel to
which said cover panel is foldably connected is greater
in width than the other side panel, whereby said cover
panel may be folded into a position flat against said
face panel.
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4. article of claim 1, wherein said opening is offset
from the center of said face panel.

5. The article of claim 1, wherein the cover and face
panel are adapted to receive printed words and sym-
bols.

6. The article according to claim 1, wherein said tray
is provided with a pair of end panels adapted to close
the ends of said sleeve when said tray is inserted
therein, the interior surfaces of said end panels being
adapted to abut the end edges of said side panels.

7. The article of claim 1, wherein said tray is pro-
vided with a pair of top flaps, foldably connected to
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8

said end panels, said side panels having notches at each
end of the upper edge thereof, the length of said
notches being approximately equal to the width of said
top flaps, said top flaps being adapted to be received
within said notches.

8. The article of claim 1, wherein said tray and the
article supported thereby are wrapped with transparent
sheet material, whereby the contents are exposed to
view through said opening while being maintained in
sealed condition.

* * L . R
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