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This invention relates generally to kitchen appliances, 
and has as its purpose to provide a knife cleaner by 
which the various knives used in the kitchens of hotels, 
restaurants and institutions may be safely and quickly 
cleaned. 
The cooks' knives, French knives, scimitar knives, butch 

er knives, boning knives, and others used in the kitchens 
of hotels, restaurants and institutions, of necessity are 
very sharp and, in some respects, rather dangerous to 
handle, especially when cleaning them in the customary 
manner of simply wiping the blade with a towel or the 
like. The present invention removes this hazard by 
providing a simple, easily manipulated device by which 
the blade of a knife can be quickly cleaned by simply 
drawing it through the device. 
With the above and other objects in view which will 

appear as the description proceeds, this invention resides 
in the novel construction, combination and arrangement 
of parts substantially as hereinafter described and more 
particularly defined by the appended claims, it being un 
derstood that such changes in the precise embodiment of 
the hereindisclosed invention may be made as come with 
in the scope of the claims. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate one complete 

example of the physical embodiment of the invention con 
structed according to the best mode so far devised for the 
practical application of the principles thereof, and in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the knife cleaner 

of this invention, illustrating its manner of use; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear view of the knife cleaner with 

a portion of its base broken away and in section; 
FIGURE 3 is a detail cross sectional view through 

FIGURE 2 on the plane of the line 3-3; 
FIGURE 4 is a detail cross sectional view through 

FIGURE 2 on the plane of the line 4-4. 
Referring now particularly to the accompanying draw 

ing, the numeral 5 designates the base of a knife cleaner 
constructed in accordance with this invention. The base 
may be formed of metal or any other suitable material and 
comprises a bottom portion 6 and a pedestal 7 rising there 
from. The pedestal 7 has a generally right-angularly 
shaped upper end to provide a substantially horizontal up 
Wardly facing surface 8 and an arm 9 projecting up 
therefrom at one side thereof. 
The arm 9 provides one of a pair of jaws, indicated 

generally by the numeral 10 and is, in fact, a fixed jaw, 
since it is an integral part of the base. The other jaw 
11 is movable and is readily detachably mounted on the 
base in a manner enabling the same to be swung toward 
and from the fixed jaw. The two jaws have opposing 
faces 9 and 11' so shaped that, in the normal position 
of the movable jaw, these faces diverge upwardly. Each 
of these diverging faces has a wiper element 12 fixed 
thereto. 
The wiper elements are preferably strips of rubber or 

like material, set into grooves 13 opening to the faces 9 
and 11'; and to solidly anchor the wiper elements, these 
grooves are undercut, as shown in FIGURE 3, and the 
wiper elements are correspondingly shaped. 

In the normal position of the movable handle, the 
bottom ends of the wiper elements are in contact, as 
shown in FIGURE 2, so that upon insertion of a knife 
blade B therebetween and the exertion of pressure on 
the movable jaw to force the same toward the fixed jaw, 
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the knife blade will be. snugly, gripped between, the wiper 
elements. Hence, by simply inserting the knife blade: as 
indicated and drawing the knife through the device while 
the jaws are pressed together, the blade will be quickly 
and safely cleaned. 
As noted, the movable jaw, is readily detachably mount 

ed on the base, and when in position is connected there. 
to by means of a hinge connection indicated generally 
by the numeral 14. This hinge connection comprises a 
finger 15 projecting down from the movable jaw into a 
socket 16 in the base which opens to its substantially 
horizontal upwardly facing surface 8. Preferably the 
finger 15 and also the socket 16 are rectangular in cross 
section, and to allow the movable jaw to swing toward 
and from the fixed jaw, the socket is wider at its mouth 
than the finger in the direction of movement of the mov 
able jaw; but at their lower ends the finger and socket 
have substantially the same width, so as to form a full 
crum about which the movable jaw swings. 
To constrain the movable jaw to motion in a plane 

which intersects the fixed jaw, the opposite faces of the 
finger 15 and the socket 16, which are in sliding engage 
ment, are flat and parallel to a plane which passes medial 
ly through the fixed jaw. 
A handle 17 formed on the movable jaw provides means 

by which the jaws may be pressed together, and by virtue 
of the manner in which the movable jaw is mounted on the 
base, gripping the handle 17 enables the entire device to 
be steadied and held against shifting on the counter top 
upon which it stands while the knife is drawn through 
the device in the act of having its blade cleaned. 
At that side of the pedestal 7 which faces away from 

the person using the knife cleaner, the bottom portion 
6 of the base is preferably enlarged and projects from 
the pedestal, as shown, to provide a tray or receptacle 
to catch anything which drips from the blade as it is 
being cleaned, and to enable such material to drop direct 
ly downward, the adjacent face of the pedestal is concave, 
as shown in FIGURE 4. 
From the foregoing description, taken in connection 

with the accompanying drawings, it will be readily ap 
parent that the knife cleaner of this invention fills a vital 
need, and that its use makes the cleaning of large, sharp 
knives used in hotel, restaurant and institutional kitchens 
a much safer operation than it was heretofore. 
What is claimed as my invention is: 
1. A knife cleaner comprising: 
(A) a base member having a bottom adapted to rest 
upon a supporting surface, and having a stepped 
upper formation to provide 

(1) a substantially horizontal upwardly facing sur 
face, and 

(2) an arm projecting upwardly from said sur 
face near one side thereof, said arm providing 
a fixed jaw having a narrow elongated front 
face; 

(B) a movable jaw member removably seated upon 
said upwardly facing substantially horizontal surface 
of the base member and also having a narrow elon 
gated upright front face; 

(C) a resilient wiper strip on each of said jaws pro 
jecting from the elongated front face thereof and ex 
tending lengthwise thereof; 

(D) means providing a readily separable hinge con 
nection between the movable jaw member and the 
base member comprising a finger on one of said 
members inserted in a socket in the other member, 
said hinge connection so positioning said members 
that the wipers on their front faces are normally 
in divergent opposing relationship; and 

(E) handle means on the movable jaw member by 
which the knife cleaner may be held by one hand 
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and the jaws pressed together as a knife blade is 
drawn between them with the other hand. 

2. The knife cleaner of claim 1, wherein the socket is 
in the base and opens to said upwardly facing substan 
tially horizontal surface of the base, and the finger pro 
jects down from the bottom of the movable jaw. 

3. The knife cleaner of claim 2, wherein the socket 
and said downwardly projecting finger on the movable jaw 
has slidably engaging flat sides lying in planes parallel 
to the direction the movable jaw moves toward and 
from the fixed jaw, to constrain the movable jaw to such 
motion. 
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