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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 573,128, dated December 15, 1896,
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WIiLLIAM ALBERS, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle-
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Envelops, of which the followingis a speci-
fication, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in envelops in general,
and relates particularly to that class known
as ‘“safety” envelops,which cannot be opened
without detection.

The invention has for its object the con-
struction of an envelop of the above-described
class wherein new and novel means are em-
ployed for preventing the opening of the en-
velop and securing a greater degree of safety
in the sending of money, checks, and other
valuables.

A further object of the invention is to con-
struct an envelop as above referred to that
will be extremely simple in its construction,
strong, durable, effectual in its operation, and
comparatively inexpensive to manufacture,
inasmuch as it can be manufactured as easily
as the ordinary envelop, and there will not
be as much waste paper as in the forming of
the envelop principally used.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention finally consists in the novel
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts to be hereinafter more specifically
described, and particularly pointed outin the
claims.

In deseribing the invention in detail refer-
ence is had to the accompanying drawings,
forming a partof thisspecification,and where-
in like letters of reference indicate similar
partsthroughount the several views,in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my improved en-
velop before being folded. Iig.2isasimilar
view with the flaps or wings folded. Figs. 3,
4, and 6 are views of my improved envelop,
showing manner of folding. = Fig. 5 is a view
of a portion of the envelop and the reverse
side of thetongue from thatshown in the other
views. Fig.7isasectional viewtaken throu gh
the envelop after it is sealed.

In the drawings, a represents the front por-
tion of the envelop, and b the back portion of

thesame. On the back portion b is provided
wings or flaps ¢ ¢, and the front portion a is
provided with a flap d on each end and is also
provided with a flap e of the same shape as
the tongue f provided on the back portion.
A slot g is provided in the flap e, and the
tongue is provided with V-shaped slots % /.
The tongne f is gummed on one side to the
base of these slots /i & and is gummed over
its entire surface on the reverse side, and the
tongue eis gnmmed from the base of the front
portion « to the slot g, and the flaps d d are
gummed on the same side as the flap e. -

The manner of forming my improved en-
velop will be readily apparent from the views
of the same which I have shown in the draw-
ings.

The flaps ¢ care first folded, and as the one
laps slightly over the other the two will ad-
here together, and the side which is upper-
most when thus folded is gummed, as shown
in Fig. 2 of the drawings. The envelop is
then doubled, and the inner face of the front
portion ¢ will adhere to the gummed portion
of the flaps ¢ ¢, when the flaps d d are folded
over and adhere to the back portion. The
tongue or flap e is then folded down into the
envelop, and the gummed portion of this
tongue will adhere to the flaps ¢ ¢, when the
envelop is then ready t6 receive its contents.

When theenvelop hasreceived its contents,
the tongue f is folded down and inserted in
the slot ¢, and the portion gummed between
the slots /i k will adhere to the flap e on the
one side, while the other side of the tongue N
being gummed over its entire surface, will ad-
here to the tongue or flap e on the reverse
side and effectually seal the envelop. When
the envelop is thus sealed, it will be noted
that the side of the tongue f which is inside
of the flap e will be impervious to steam or
any of the other methods ordinarily employed
for opening envelops, as there will be two
thicknesses of paper between this side of the
envelop and the outer side, thus preventing
the steam from reaching the same. Should

any one tamper with the envelop, attempting
to withdraw the tongue, the slots A A will
serve to allow the same to tear readily and
showing that the same has been tampered
with but their primary object is to allow the
upper portion of the tongue f to enter the
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slob. By this construction it will e noted
that it will be impossible to open the en-
velopwithoutdefacing or destroying the same,
and another advantage which may be men-
tioned, is the comparatively smooth back that
is derived from this construction, enabling
the use of the back for an advertisement, if
desired.

It will be noted that various changes may
be made in the details of construction of my
improved envelop without departing from
the general spirit of my invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I elaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. In an envelop consisting of the front
and back portions, the back portion being
provided with wings or flaps gummed on one
side, the front portion being provided with
flaps gnmmed on the reverse side, and having
a flap partially gummed and provided with a
slot, extending longitudinally in alinement
therewith, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

573,123

2, In an envelop, the back portion thereof
having wings arranged on its ends and a
tongue at ‘the top, said tongue having V-
shaped slots and being gummed on one side
to the base of the said slots, and on the other
side over the entire surface, substantially as
shown and described.

3. In an envelop, the combination of the
front and back portions, the back portion be-
ing provided with wings gummed on oneside,
and a tongue gummed on one side, and par-
tially gummed on the other, said tongue be-
ing provided with V-shaped slots, the front
portion being provided with flaps adapted to
fold over the back portion, and having a flap
partially gummed on one side and a slot in
said flap, all parts being arranged, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM ALBERS.

Witnesses:

H. E. SEIBERT,
ALFRED M. WILSON.
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