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This invention relates to buckles for belts, such 
as those Worn With bathing Suits. More particul 
larly, the invention is concerned with a novel 
buckle of the two piece type, which is so con 
Structed that the two parts of the buckle may be 
Secured together and separated with great facility. 

Belt buckles of the type referred to commonly 
include a pair of members to be fastened to the 
two ends of the belt and these members have 
interengaging parts by which they can be secured 
together. In one form, one member has a hook 
which enters an opening in the other member, 
and with this construction, it is usually necessary 
to provide Some means for preventing accidental 
dislodgment of the hook from the opening. Wa 
rious expedients, Such as Spring tongues and the 
like have been used for the purpose, and it is the 
practice to form the hook in Such a Way that 
the two members of the buckle have to be moved 
toward each other or bent out of the normal 
plane of the buckle. So that the hook can be en 
gaged or released. Such buckles are objection 
able not only because of the cost of manufac 
ture but also because of the difficulty of putting 
on and taking off the belts on which they are used. 
The buckle of the present invention avoids these 

objectionable features of the old buckles, and it 
includes a pair of members of great simplicity of 
construction and capable of being fastened to 
gether or separated With only a slight bending 
movement. The two members are of the plate 
type and one member has a hook receivable in an 
opening in the other. Also, One of the members 
has a tongue which is resiliently gripped by parts 
on the other member. When the members are as 
sembled. Engagement and disengagement of the 
hook from the opening can be effected only by flex 
ing the tongue against the pressure of the resilient 
gripping parts and when the hook lies within the 
opening, the cooperation of the tongue and the 
gripping parts prevents its dislodgment. 

For a better understanding Of the invention, 
reference may be had to the accompanying draw 
ing, in which y 

Figure 1 is a view in rear elevation of the two 
buckle members attached to ends of a belt; 

Figure 2 is a sectional view of the buckle mem 
bers secured together, the members being shown 
On the lines 2-2 of Figure 1, 

Figure 3 is a sectional view through the mem 
bers showing the manner in which they are se 
cured together, the Section being on the line 3-3 
of Figure 1; and 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 ShoWing 
the members in the position Which they aSSume 

(C. 24-78) 

at the completion of the assembling operation. 
Referring now to the drawing, the buckle is 

illustrated as comprising a pair of members 10, 
11, each of which includes a plate portion 12 
stamped or otherwise formed from sheet metal 
and provided with ears 13 on its side edges be 
tween which is pivotally mounted a clamping jaW 
14. This jaw has teeth 15 along one edge and a 
tail 16 by which it may be operated. In attach 
ing a buckle member to the belt 17, the clamping 
jaw of the member is swung to open position, the 
end of the belt, is inserted between the jaW and 
the plate of the member, and the jaW is then 
turned so that the teeth thereon engage the belt 
and force it against the back of the plate. 

In order that the buckle members may be se 
cured together, one member 10 is provided with a 
hook. 18 extending to the rear from the free end 
of the member. This hook lies in an opening 19 
formed in a spring leaf 20, which is an integral ex 
tension from the plate of the member and is bent 
so that its free end lies against the rear Surface of 
the plate. The end of the leaf may, if desired, be 
bifurcated as indicated in Figure 1. The second 
member 11 is provided with a tongue 21 formed 
as an integral extension from the free edge of the 
plate off the member and slightly Offset reai Ward 
ly from the face of the plate. This extension has 
a bifurcated free end and it is formed with a cen 
tral depression 22 providing a channel leading 
to an opening 23, the channel being of decreasing 
depth toward the opening. This opening is for 
the purpose of receiving the hook 18 On the men 
ber 10, and, if desired, the tongue may be pro 
vided with a recess rather than an Opening 
through it. 
In assembling the buckle, the tongue 21 in the 

member 1 is introduced into the Opening 19 and 
the two members moved together. During this 
movement, the hook 18 enters the depression 22 in 
the tongue 21 and slides along in Contact. With 
the bottom of the depression until it enters the 
recess. Assuming that the member 10 is station 
alry and the member 11 is being moved toward it, 
the tongue 21 enters the opening 19 and because 
of the contact of the hook 18 With the top Of the 
tongue, the member 11 must be moved at an angle 
to the member 10. As the movement continues, 
the free end of the tongue paSSes beneath the free 
end of the Spring leaf 20 and moves the end of the 
leaf away from the rear Surface of the plate 12. 
A slight flexure of both the tongue and the leaf 
is required in the operation of locking the two 
members of the buckle together, and after the 
hook 18 has entered the opening 23, the hook 
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Cannot be accidentally dislodged. When the 
members are to be taken apart, the operation 
of releasing the hook from the opening requires 
a slight flexure of the tongue and spring leaf. 
Ordinarily, the members will be swung in oppo 
Site directions about a transverse axis passing 
Substantially through the hook and only slight 
rotary movements are required to free the hook 
from the opening. As soon as the hook rides up 
On the Surface of the depression 22 in the tongue, 
the leaf and tongue tend to assume their normal 
unflexed condition and they assist in forcing the 
hook along the depression to the end of the tongue 
and help the members to separate. 
With a buckle of the new construction, the sep 

aration of the buckle members requires the ap 
plication of no force applied lengthwise of the belt 
Since the members are simply grasped in the 
hands and their remote ends moved backward 
Slightly. The members may be secured together 
with equal facility and the parts cannot separate 
accidentally when the belt is in use. The desired 
locking effect is obtained in the new buckle with 
a construction much simpler and cheaper than 
those heretofore used and the buckle can be as 
Sembled and taken apart with much greater ease. 
What I claim: 
1. A belt buckle which comprises a pair of mem 

bers, each including a plate and means thereon 
for attaching. Said member to an end of the belt, 
a resilient extension from the end of one of said 
members, said extension being folded back and 
having a portion thereof lying close to the rear 
Surface of the plate of said member, said ex 
tension having an opening through it adjacent 
the line of folding and a hook entering said open 
ing, a tongue at the end of the other member re 
ceivable in Said opening in the first member, and 
a recess adjacent the base of said tongue for re 
ceiving said hook, said tongue being engaged by 
Said extension when the hook is in said recess. 

2. A belt buckle which comprises a pair of 
members, each including a plate and means there 
On for attaching said member to an end of the 
belt, a resilient extension from the end of one 

of said members folded back and having a portion 
lying close to the rear surface of the plate of said 
member, Said extension having an opening 
through it adjacent the line of folding, a tongue 
on the second member receivable in said open 
ing in the first member, a hook on One member, 
and a recess in the other member in which said 
hook may be received, said tongue extending 
through said opening and being engaged by Said 
extension when said hook is in said recess. 

3. A belt buckle which comprises a pair of 
members, each including a plate and neans there 
On for attaching said member to an end of the 
belt, a spring finger extending from the end of 
one merzber and folded back and having a por 
tion lying close to the rear Surface of the plate 
of Said member, said extension having an opening 
through it adjacent the line of folding, a hook on 
said menber extending into said opening, a 
tongue extending from the end of the other mem- : 
ber and receivable in said opening, and a recess 
formed in said tongue adjacent the base thereof 
for receiving said hook when said tongue enters 
Said Opening, said tongue being clamped between 
Said portion of the Spring finger and said rear . 
surface of the plate, when said hook is in said 
recess. 

4. Abelt buckle which comprises a pair of mem 
bers, each including a plate and means thereon 
for attaching said member to an end of the belt, a 
resilient extension from the end of one of Said 
members folded back and having a portion lying 
close to the rear surface of the piate of said mem 
ber, said extension having an opening through it 
adjacent the line of folding, a hook on said mem 
ber extending into said opening, a tongue extend 
ing from the end of the other member and receiv 
able in said opening, and a recess formed in said 
tongue for receiving said hook, said tongue ex 
tending through said opening and being clamped 
between said portion of the resilient extension and 
Said rear Surface of the plate, when said hook is in 
Said recess. 

CHARLES ROSENBLUM. 
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