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To all uphon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM L. SMALLEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Hopedale, in the county of Tazewell and 
State of Illinois, have invented new and 
useful improvements in Clothes-Racks, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to clothes racks, 

and the object of the invention is to provide 
a foldable clothes rack adapted to be sus 
pended from the ceiling of a room, the rack 
being so constructed as to be readily lowered 
for the reception of the clothes and to be 
elevated and retained in said elevated posi 
tion when the clothes are in position thereon 
and whereby the clothes upon the rack will 
be normally held out of danger of contact 
by persons within the room. 
With these and other objects in view the 

i} vention resides in the novel construction 
and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully ity 

described and claimed. 
in the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a pel'spective view of a clothes rack con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
vention, the clothes Supporting arms being 
illustrated in their open position, and the 
device elevated upon the Supporting rod. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 
view through the sleeve and sliding collar, 
and illustrating the clothes supporting arms 
folded. Fig. 3 is a detail vertical sectional 
view, taken upon an enlarged scale to illus 
ti’ate the sliding collar. 

In the accompanying drawings the nu 
meral 1 designates the supporting rod. This 
rod 1 has its lower end provided with a suit 
able enlargement 2 and its upper end pro 
vided with suitable threads adapted for en 
gagement with the threaded nipple of a 
member 3 which is permanently retained 
upon the ceiling of a room. 

Slidably mounted upon the rod 1 is an 
elongated sleeve 4. This sleeve 4 is pro 
vided with integrally formed upper and 
lower annular flanges 5 and 6. The sleeve 4 
is adapted to be retained upon the rod 1 in 
the elevated position illustrated in Fig. 1 
of the drawings through the medium of a 
pin 7 engaging a suitable transverse perfora 
tion provi?ed within the rod and adapted to 
project upon either side thereof so as to offer 
an engaging abutment for the lower portion 
of the sleeve 4. When it is desired to lower 
the sleeve, the pin 7 is withdrawn from the 
opening and the sleeve allowed to slide 

downwardly upon the rod until it contacts 
with the enlargement 2 thereof. 

Pivotally connected with the upper an 
nular flange 5 is a plurality of radiating 
clothes receiving arms S. These arms 8 are 
each provided with depending ears 9 ar 
ranged a suitable distance away from the 
flange 5 and adapted for the reception of the 
supporting member's 10. These supporting 
innebe's 10 have their lower extremities 
pivotally connected with the upper annulai' 
flanged member 11 of a sliding collar 12 
innot inted upon the sleeve 4 between the 
flanges 5 and 6. The collar 12 is also pro 
vided with a lower annular flanged member 
3, and this flange is adapted for the recep 

tion of the radiating arms 14 comprising 
the lower meinber of the 'ack. These arms 
14 are provided with angrillai' bent ends 
which a Fe connected with the flange 13 so 
as to position the arias away from the arms 
and supports comprising the upper member 
of the lack when the device is folded. It 

figures of the drawing that the annular 
flanged members 5 and 6 as well as the an 

will be noted by reference to the several 

inular flange members 1 and 13 provided 
upon the sliding collar 12 are each provided 
with allinular grooves and recesses extending 
into the grooves which are adapted for piv 
(tal engageinent with the 'ods of the back. 
r - v. -- i he ai'ins 14 are also adapted to be ai'. 
ranged internediate of the arms S, and are 
each provided with downwardly extending 
ears 15 adapted for pivotal connection with 
suitable supports 16. The supports 16 have 
their lower extremities pivotally connected 
with the lower flange 6. 

Secured to the slidable collar 12 is a down 
Wardly extending operating member or arm 
17 having its lower portion provided with a 
suitable offset 18 adapted to engage the up 
per face of the lower flange 6 to retain the 
collar in a fixed position upon the sleeve 4, 
and thus Support the arms of the lack in 
spread position. The rod it is adapted to 
project downwardly between two of the Sup 
porting members 16 so as to be readily ac 
cessible for operating the device. it will be 
noted that when the offset, 18 of the rods it 
is swung away from engagement with the 
flange 6 the coliar 12 may be slid down 
Wardly upon the sleeve 4 calising the arms S, 
through the medium of the supports 10 to 
be swung downwardly against the sleeve 4 
and the arms 14 to be swung upwardly in . 

65 

7 

80 

85 

99 

100 

05 

O 

  



5 

0 

5 
colvel 

O pipe' 

927,082 

termediate of the arms 8 and toward the per arms, supports pivotally connected with 
sleeve 4 as clearly illustrated in Fig. 2 of the 
drawings. 

It is to be uncle'stood that when clothes 
ar'e to be positioned upon the aims of the 
rack the pin is renoved fi'ohn the opening 
provided by the rod 1 and the rack lowe'ed. 
When the clothes are placed in position tipOn 
the l'ins 8 and 14 the device is elevated and 
the pin reinserted so as to l'etain the same 
in position. it will also be noted that when 
desired the rod aid the rack may be 'eadily 
re:}; ved iro: the inheinber 3 by silaply lin 
Sei'ewing the 'od and the device inlay be 
this easily removed and positioned in a 

ent place out of the Way of persons 
travel'sing the room. 
While have described the preferred en 

bodiment (f lay invention as it now appear's 
to ille, it is to be undel'stood that minor de 
tails of construction within the scope of the 
following claims may be resorted to without 
dep: iting fl'oha or sacrificing any of the 
advantages of the invention. 
Saving thus fully described the invention 

what is clained as new is: 
i. in a clothes rack, a supporting 'od, a 

sleeve to the rod, Eleans for retaining the 
sleeve in different positions upon the rod, 

and lower annular flanges upon the 
sleeve, a slidable collar upon the sleeve hav 
ing : 1) uppei and a lower aniiliar flange, 
'aciating aims pivotally connected with the 
top flange of the sleeve, supports pivoted 
to the ai'ins and to the upper annular flange 
(if the coliar, radiating arms pivotally con 
lected to the lower annular flange of the 
colia' and ai'i'anged intern ediate of the tip 

these a runs and having pivoted connections 
with the lower flanges of the sleeve, and 
means for retaining the collar in position 
upon the sleeve to sustain the aris in a 
noihnally horizontal position. 

2. In a clothes rack a member provided 
with a threaded nipple adapted to be secured 
to a ceiling, a supporting rod connected to 
said nipple and provided with a handle at 
its lower end, elongated slidable sleeve 
upon the rod, inneans for retaining the sleeve 
in l'aised position upon the iod, said sleeve 
being provided with an upper and a lower 
annular flange, a slidable collar upon the 
sleeve provided with annular fianges, l'adiat 
ing arms pivotally connected to the upper 
flange of the sleeve, supports for the al"has 
pivotally connected to the upper annillar 
flange of the slidable collar, aims pivotally 
connected to the lower annial flange of the 
collar and arranged intermediate of the up 
per arms, supports pivotally connected with 
these arms, said supports having their lower 
ends pivotally connected with the lower 
flange of the sleeve, an opei'ating rod con 
nected with the collar, and said rod having 
an offset portion adapted to engage the lower 
flange to sustain the arms in a substantially 
horizontal position when the ai'ins are 
spread. 

in testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WLLAM L. SMALLEY. 
Witnesses: 

C. J. Sai Tr, 
C. E. IAAF TON. 
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