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7o oll whom it may 2oncern:

Be it known that I, Sr. Georee Cralg, a
citizen of the United States of America, and
a resident .of Clarksville, county of Mont-
gomery, State of Tennessee, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Collapsible Crates.

The object of this invention is to provide
an inexpensive, simple and strong crate for
the shipment of vegetables, fruits, etec.,
which, upon being emptied, may be opened
out flat for comp‘tctness in transportation
back to the shipper, as more fully herein-
after set forth.

In the drawings—Figure 1 is a perspee-
tive view of my crate closed; Fig. 2 is a plan
view of the crate opened out flat for trans-
portation; Fig. 3 a bottom view of the crate
closed; and Fig. 4 a detail vertical sectional
view showing the cover standing open.

My crate consists of two or more flat steel
bands @ whose normal tendency is to
straighten out, these bands being connected
by a series of parallel bars or stwes b. At
one end of each band is formed a slot ¢ and
at its other end is affixed a staple d, so that
when tbe bands are bent or sprung into eir-
cular form, to produce a substantially cy-
lindrical cmfe, the staples may be inserted
through the slots and thus hold the bands in
their circular shape against their own tend-
ency to straighten out. A suitable latch
hock e or other device may be employed to
prevent the staples accidentally withdraw-
ing from the slots.

The bottom of the erate consists of a sin-
gle circular plate or board f hinged to the
inner side of one of the middle slats in such
manner as to swing inwardly. When the
ends of the bands are brought together and
locked in the manner above. set forth, this
bottom board is swung downwardly so as to
rest upon a series of inwardly projecting
Iugs ¢ fastened to a number of the other
slats, so that when the crate is packed or
filled, the bottom will be held down against
these lugs by pressure of the contents.

The hid or cover of the crate is a circular
plate or board % hinged to the upper end of
one of the middle slats in such manner as
to swing upwardly and outwardly. The di-
ameter of the lid is such that when it is
swung down, after the crate is formed, it
will rest on the upper ends of the staves,
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and thus completely cover the upper end of 55

the crate. The lid may be fastened in place
in any suitable manner, but I prefer to.em-
ploy a cord or wire 7, fastened to the lid and
looped down under the upper one of the

bands ¢ and having its ends fastened to- 60

gether by a wax or lead seal, thereby pre-
venting the lid being opened without break-
ing the seal or cutting the wiré or cord and
thus leaving evidence of tampering. One

leaf of the hinge 7 connecting the lid to the 65

stave is fastened to the inner face of the
stave at the top thereof and the other leaf
of the hinge is fastened to the under side
of the 1id at a point back from its-edge, and

at the pomt where the hinge-is’ connected a 70

notch % s formed in tho/edfre of the lid, the
width of this noteh being approxnnately the
same as the width of the stave, so that when
the lid-is swung to open position, the bottom

of the notch will rest upon the upper end of 75

the stave, thus supporting the lid in an up-
right position.

It will be seen that when the ends of the
bands are unlocked, the bands will instantly,

by their inherent elasticity, straighten out, 80

thus automatically completely collapsing the
crate, and leaving them flat and thus in the
most compact shape for transportation.
When collapsed the bottom and the lid may

be folded flat over upon the slats, as is ob- 85

vious.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is:

A collapsible crate consisting of two bands

and a series of spaced slats connected thereto 90

and means for connecting the ends of the
bands, a bottom adapted to be supported
within the lower end of the crate, and a lid
hinged at one point to one of the slats and

being co-extensive with the exterior area of 95

the top of the crate, so as to fit down on the
top edges of the slats, the lid hinge being
fastened to the interior of the lid and to one
of the slats and the lid having its edge

notched out coincident with the hinge, for 100

the purpose set forth.
In testimony whereof T hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

ST. GEORGE CRAIG.
Witnesses:

Mary N, Morrison,
Geo. Fort,

Copies of this patent may Dbe obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”



