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* To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lemurr E. Gisson, .

* a citizen of the United States, residing at

 fastening device, so located and constructed

Des Moines, in the county of Polk and Staté-

of Jowa, have invented a certain new and

useful Fastening Deviee for Picture-Frames,

of which the following is a specification. .
My invention refers to fastening devices

for securing one picture frame to another,

in those cases where one frame fits into the
back of another and the rear side of the
outer frame extends rearwardly from it.
It is the object of my invention to provide
a fastening device of very simple, durable

and inexpensive construction for securing-

such picture frames together.
1t is a further objeect to provide such a

that said device may be adjusted to vary
the lateral or longitudinal relation of.the
inner .and outer frames and to vary the
tightness with which they are held together.

My invention consists in certain details,’

in the construction, arrangement and combi-
nation of the varlous parts of the device,

whereby the objects contem{%lated are at-

tained, as hereinafter more fully set forth,

pointed out in my claim and illustrated in

the accompanying drawings, in. which—
Figure 1 shows a rear elevation of two
picture frames equipped with fastening de-
vices embodying my invention. Fig. 2
shows a detail view of one of the catch

- members of my fastening devices. Fig. 3

shows a central, vertical, sectional view on |

the line 4—4 of Fig. 1. ‘
My invention relateés to fastening devices

for securing picture frames together where

a small- and inner frame'is placed against

the back of a larger and outer frame.

Owing to the differences of the shapes of
the molding commonly wused when two
frames are placed together as stated above,
the rear surfaces of the two frames are

_sometimes flush with each other and some-

. times the inner frame and at other times

the outer frame -extends rearwardly. from

. the other. T

In my application filed April 12, 1911,

Serial Number 620,675, I have described a.

fastening device adapted to. adjustably se-
" cure the frames together when the inner

frame extends rearwardly from the outer

frame. - It is my purpose by my inven- |

tion described herein, to provide a_device
to supplement the invention described in

inner frame.

my said former application which is adapt-
ed. for securing the frames together when
the outer frame extends rearwardly past the

In the accompanying drawings, I have
used the reference numeral 10 to indicate a
picture frame. A second frame 11 is placed
with its face in the rabbet in the back of
said first frame.. In Figs. 1 and 8, I have
shown the outer frame 10 extending rear-
wardly from the back of the inner frame 11.

In assembling my frame, I preferably put
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a glass 13 befween the inner and outer

frames and put the picture 14 in the inner.
frame with the back 15 of matting or other ‘

suitable material. ,
' My improved fastening device for adjust-
ably securing the inner and outer frames,
consists of a plate 16 preferably of metal
and rectangular in shape, The plate 16 is
provided with a triangular extension 17 at
right angles to.the plate 16, extending from
one end of said plate 16 to a point spaced
apart from the other end, as ¢learly shown
in Fig. 3. The extensiorn 17 is preferably in
the form of a right angled triangle, but in
any case the lower edge should form an in:
clined edge from the plate 16 downwardly.
The plate 16is secured to the frame 10 by
screws 18 or any other suitable means. A
plate or strip 19.is pivoted to the frame 11

near. the plate 16 so that its free end, in one

position ‘of the movement of the plate 19
passes under the triangular extension 17 and
holds the frames 10 and 11 together. The
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plate 19 is preferably provided with an ex-

tension 20 at its free end bent at right angles
1}:_{9- the main body of theé plate 19, as shown in
12, 3. : ' '
The point where the plate 19 engages the
extension 17 varies depending on how far
the frame 10 extends rearwardly past the

to pass freely behind and under the exten-
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frame 11. In order to permit the free end .
of the plate 19 and the extension 20 thereon
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sion 17, I cut at the proper point in the -
frame 10 a slot 22. The plate 19 is pivotally -

- secured to the frame 11 by means of a screw

23 or other suitable means, and the said
screw 23 is so located that the plate 19
moves past center before engaging the ex-
tension 17. The reason “for the -particular

location of the screw 28 is that on account.

of such location when the extension 20 en-
gages the inner side of the extension 17, the
tendency is to'draw the frames 10 and 11
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together. ' The frames may be thus-adjusted

~ longitudinaily or laterally as the case may
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be, with reference to each other by moving
one of the plates 19 of the other side. It is
also clear that the farther the plate 19 is
pushed along the inclined lower edge of the
extension 17, the tighter the frames 10 and
11 will be held together.: It is therefore
clear that by the use of my improved fasten-
ing device, the frames 10 and 11 may be ad-
justed relative to each other in both the
ways mentioned.

In practical operation and use of my im-
proved fastening device, the plates 16 are

placed in the proper position on the frame.

10 and the positions of the slots 22 are
marked. The plates 16 are then removed

-and the slots 22 are cut with their lower
edges approximately flush with the rear sur-

faces of the inner frame 11. The plates 16

are then secured in position on opposite

sides of the frame 10. The plate 19 is piv-

- otally secured to the frame 10 in such a po-

sition that is swings past center before the
extension 20 engages the extension 17. The

free ends -of the plates 19 are moved to.

» proper position to engage the extension 17
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“and the frames 10 and 11 may then be ad-

justed with relation to each other by means

of my improved fastening device, in the

manner heretofore described. , .
My improved fastening device enables the

picture framer to adjustablysecure his pic-.
_ture frames together so that they may be.

readily and easily taken apart for the pur-

. pose of cleaning the glass or the picture.

This is particularly desirable where the two

* - frames are used and the glass and the pic-
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ture are thereby spaced apart from each
other. In preparing one frame to fit an-
other, the inner frame frequently fails to
fit snugly within the outer frame and where

- this-difficulty occurs, the inner frame may
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be adjusted longitudinaily or laterally, de- |,

pending on whether the fastening devices
are at the ends of the frames or at the sides,
by moving the plate 19 on one end or side
of the frames farther past center, than the

- clearness, I have designated the

1,041,778

plate 19 at the other end or side. In other
words, assuming for illustration that the

fastening devices are on' the ends of the-
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frames, then if the plate 19, at one end of

the frame, is secured in position at right
angles to the plate 16, with the extension

.20 engaging the inner side of the extension

17, then the plate 19 at the other end of
the frame may be moved past its position
at right, angles to the coacting plate 18,

58

till the extension 20 on the last named plate ’

19 engages the coactinig extension 17, and
the inner frame will be held closer to.the
last Illkin
the first named end thereof.

In the. following claim for purposes of
lates on

ed end of the outer frame than to .
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the inner and outer frames respectively as -

catch members.
I claim as my invention:

The combination of an inner frame and

an outer frame, the back of which receives
the front of said inner frame, and extends
rearwardly from said inner frame with a
plurality of fastening devices on opposite
sides*of each frame, each of which 1s com-
posed of a catch member, comprised of a
plate secured to the rearwardly extending
surface of the outer frame, a triangular
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right angled extension on said plate adja- -
cent to said inner frame, a second catch- -

member comprising a plate pivoted to said
inner frame, with its edge at its free end
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adapted to engage the inclined face of said -

triangular extension, said plate having at
its free end a right angled extension de-
signed in one posttion of ‘the movement of
said last named plate to pass under and
engage the triangular extension on said first
catch member, said outer frame being slot-
ted at the proper point to permit the free
movement of said second catch member.
Des Moines, Iowa, August 19, 1911.

~LEMUEL E. GIBSON.

~ Witnesses: ,
- M. WaLLACE,.
M. Pererson.
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