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SECURE LOCKING CONTAINER 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention pertains to closed plastic 
containers and, more particularly, to thermoformed contain 
erS having a Snap-lock lid which, when pressed into locking 
engagement in a peripheral locking groove on the interior of 
the mouth of the container, Virtually precludes manual 
removal without the use of a prying device or without 
permanent damage to the lid or the container. 
0002 Plastic containers made with the use of conven 
tional thermoforming or vacuum forming techniques are 
widely used for various packaging functions. Flexible thin 
wall plastic containers are used to package wide varieties of 
consumer products because of their functionality, light 
weight and low cost. These containers are being used to an 
increasingly large extent to package expensive consumer 
products, including electronic devices and medical and 
dental products, as well as food products. 
0.003 Such containers have long been made that utilize 
lids which are closed on the container with a Snap-lock fit, 
which containers are also typically made So they can be 
opened by the consumer, usually by deflecting one or both 
pieces of the locking mechanism on the container and lid. 
Unfortunately, many of the containers are Subject to Surrep 
titious opening and theft of Some or all of the contents by a 
shoplifter. On the other hand, if it is desired to provide a 
more Secure closure in a Snap-lock container and lid assem 
bly, Supplemental locking processes, Such as heat Sealing, 
Solvent bonding, UV curable adhesives, radio frequency 
welding, ultrasonic welding and the like, are often used. 
However, this requires a completely Separate additional Step 
in the packaging process and is undesirable because of the 
added cost and the need for additional equipment and 
tooling. 

0004 Thus, there is a need for a plastic container and lid 
assembly that is easy to close with a Snap-lock closure that 
locks the lid to the container with a tenacity that inhibits 
theft or pilferage of the contents without damaging, breaking 
or tearing the lid, container or both. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0005. In accordance with the present invention, a secure 
locking container and lid assembly includes a resilient 
plastic container and a resilient plastic lid which, when 
joined with a Snap-lock engagement, is virtually impossible 
to be manually removed without the use of a tool or without 
permanently damaging the container assembly and/or the 
product therein. The assembly includes a resilient container 
that has an open mouth defined by a generally vertical inner 
first wall portion, a generally horizontal Second wall portion 
extending radially inwardly from a lower edge of the first 
wall portion, and a locking bead that extends peripherally 
around at least about 20% of the perimeter of the first wall 
portion and extends radially inwardly therefrom. The lock 
ing bead includes a generally planar lower Surface that is 
Spaced above the horizontal Second wall portion that, 
together with the first wall portion, define a locking groove. 
A resilient lid is sized to fit within the locking groove and has 
a peripheral lip arrangement including an upper peripheral 
Substantially planar free edge lip portion, a downwardly 
extending intermediate web portion, and a lower Substan 
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tially planar Surface portion that extends inwardly from a 
lower edge of the intermediate web portion and generally 
parallel to the upper lip portion. In response to Vertical 
downward insertion of the lid into the mouth of the con 
tainer, the lip arrangement overrides the locking bead and is 
inwardly deflected by contact therewith to move past the 
bead and to Snap-lock into Said locking groove, Such that the 
lid is manually removable only by permanently damaging 
the lid and/or the container. 

0006. In a preferred embodiment, the locking bead 
includes an upper lead-in Surface and the intermediate web 
portion on the lid assembly has a downwardly convergent 
Surface to cooperate with the lead-in Surface to facilitate lid 
deflection past the bead during insertion. 
0007. The assembly of the present invention may be used 
with containers of any shape from round to rectangular, but 
is particularly adaptable for use in assemblies in which a 
container and lid are generally rectangular with rounded 
corners, and wherein the locking bead comprises Straight 
bead Sections between and interrupted by the corners. In one 
embodiment, the beads include widened center portions 
between opposite bead ends to define deepened locking 
groove portions. The beads may be tapered along their 
lengths to extend inwardly from the opposite bead ends. 
0008. In one embodiment, the distance between the lip 
portion and the lower Surface portion of the lip arrangement 
is just slightly greater than the distance between the Second 
wall portion and the planar lower surface of the bead, 
whereby the lip arrangement fits Snuggly in the locking 
grOOVe. 

0009. In another embodiment, the distance between the 
lip portion and the lower Surface portion of the lip arrange 
ment is Substantially less than the distance between the 
Second wall portion and the planar lower Surface of the bead, 
whereby a flexible snap-fit card may be inserted into the 
groove between the lower Surface of the bead and the upper 
lip portion of the lip arrangement. 

0010. In an arrangement in which a more secure lock is 
desired, an adhesive is applied to one of Said upper lip 
portion and Said lower Surface portion prior to insertion of 
the lid into the container. In a preferred embodiment, the 
adhesive comprises a UV curable adhesive, as well as the 
previously mentioned Securing devices and methods. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0011 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the container 
forming a part of the present invention. 
0012 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the lid forming a 
part of the present invention. 
0013 FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an assembled lid 
and container of FIGS. 1 and 2 shown formed of a trans 
parent material. 

0014 FIG. 4 is an end elevation of the assembly shown 
in FIG. 3. 

0.015 FIG. 5 is an end elevation of the lid shown in FIG. 
2. 

0016 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 6 is a vertical section through a container of 
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0017 FIG. 7 is an assembly, partially in section, of the 
lid and container of FIGS. 5 and 6. 

0018 FIG. 8 is a side elevation view of another embodi 
ment of the lid. 

0019 FIG. 9 is a view similar to FIG. 7 showing the 
assembly of the container and the lid of FIG. 8. 
0020 FIG. 10 is a composite view of the lid shown in 
FIG. 5 and a separate flexible card used therewith. 
0021 FIG. 11 is a view similar to FIGS. 7 and 9 
showing the lid and card of FIG. 10 inserted into the 
container. 

0022 FIG. 12 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 3 
showing an alternate embodiment of the invention. 
0023 FIG. 13 is a perspective view of a container similar 
to that shown in FIG. 1 additionally showing a breakaway 
construction to facilitate removal of the lid. 

0024 FIG. 14 is an enlarged detail taken on line 14-14 of 
FIG. 13 and additionally showing the removable lid. 
0025 FIG. 15 is a perspective view of an assembled lid 
and container such as shown in FIG. 3 showing an embodi 
ment providing a punch-out opening in the lid for access to 
the contents. 

0.026 FIG. 16 is a perspective view of a container 
showing an alternate embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

0027. Referring initially to the assembly 10 of a lid 11 
and container 12 shown separately in FIGS. 1 and 2 and 
assembled in FIGS. 3 and 4, the lid and container are both 
formed of a transparent or opaque plastic material Such as 
PET, polystyrenes, polypropylene, HDPE, PVC or any other 
Suitable plastic Sheet material. The container 12 has a main 
body 13 for holding a suitable product of any of many 
diverse kinds. The container has an open mouth 14 that 
includes a locking bead 15 extending around all or most of 
the inner periphery of the mouth. The lid 11 includes a 
peripheral lip arrangement 16 sized to fit within the con 
tainer mouth 14, but with an Outer dimension large enough 
to overlie the locking bead 15. Due to the inherent resilience 
of the container 12 and particularly the lid 11, the lid may be 
pressed into the mouth 14 of the container causing the lip 
arrangement 16 to override the locking bead 15 and to Snap 
and lock into a locking groove 17 in the mouth of the 
container below the locking bead 15. 
0028 Referring also to FIGS. 5-7, the open mouth 14 of 
the container 12 includes the locking bead 15 which has a 
generally planar lower Surface 18. A generally vertical inner 
first wall portion 20 extends downwardly from the lower 
Surface 18 of the locking bead and, at its lower edge, is 
joined by a generally horizontal Second wall portion 21 that 
extends radially inwardly. The first wall portion preferably 
has a small positive draft of about 3. The planar lower 
surface 18 of the locking bead 15, the first wall portion 20 
and the Second wall portion 21 together define the locking 
groove 17. In the embodiment shown, the groove 17 is 
Substantially continuous around the inner periphery of the 
container mouth 14, except for interrupted portions at the 
rounded cornerS 22 of the container where there is no 
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locking bead. Thus, in the embodiment shown, the locking 
bead 15 comprises four Straight bead Sections 23 along the 
linear edge portions of the rectangular container. 

0029. Each of the locking bead sections 23 extends 
inwardly from an upper container lip 24 that extends entirely 
around the mouth 14 of the container. Each bead section 23 
has a downwardly sloping lead-in Surface 25 which leads to 
a short vertical (or slightly drafted) wall section 26 that 
terminates at its lower edge where it joins the planar lower 
surface 18 of the locking bead. 

0030. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 5 and 7, the 
peripheral lip arrangement 16 of the lid 11 includes a short 
outwardly extending lip portion 27 that extends at least 
along the Straight linear edges of the rectangular lid, but may 
also extend continuously around the rounded lid corners 28. 
The inner edge of the lip portion 27 blends into a down 
wardly extending intermediate web portion 30 which pref 
erably is provided with a small positive draft such that it 
tapers inwardly. The lower edge of the intermediate web 
portion 30 terminates at a lower Substantially planar Surface 
portion 31 which, in this embodiment, comprises the low 
ermost planar surface of the lid 11. The lid includes a 
rectangular raised center panel 32 formed integrally with the 
outer lip arrangement 16 and connected thereto by a gener 
ally vertical panel wall 33. 

0031 When the lid of FIG. 5 is pressed vertically down 
wardly into the open mouth 14 of the container 12 in FIG. 
6, the lower outermost corner 34 of the lid, defined by the 
intersection of the intermediate web portion 30 and the 
lower planar Surface portion 31, makes initial contact with 
the lead-in surface 25 of the locking bead sections 23. 
Sufficient downward force applied to the lid results in an 
inward deflection of the lid lip arrangement 16 and a 
concurrent outward deflection of the upper edge of the 
container 12, including the locking bead 15, until the outer 
lip portion 27 of the lid passes below the locking bead 
Sections 23 causing the lid to Snap into the locking groove 
17 and be firmly locked therein, as shown in FIG. 7. The 
container and lid are dimensioned So that the edge of the lid 
lip portion 27 just engages or is very closely spaced from the 
first wall portion 20 of the locking groove where the wall 
portion joins the planar lower Surface 18 of the locking bead 
15. The first wall portion 20 is preferably formed with 
positive draft such that it slopes inwardly from the vertical. 
This causes the lid to Seat tightly in the locking groove 17 
at the top thereof as shown in FIG. 7. 

0032. It has been found that, once the lid 11 has been 
locked in the locking groove of the container 12, it is 
virtually impossible to remove the lid manually without the 
use of Some type of prying device or without damaging the 
lid, the container or both. To remove the lid from the 
container, it is necessary to Stretch the mouth 12 of the 
container enough to permit the locking bead 15 to clear the 
lip 27 of the lid. However, because of the tight fit of the lid 
in the locking groove 17 beneath the locking bead 15, a 
perSon is unable to insert his or her fingers between the two 
to exert a prying force sufficient to stretch the mouth 14 of 
the container over the lip of the lid. The use of a prying tool 
or similar device might be used to assist in manual removal 
of the lid, but Such tactic will typically lead to damage of one 
or both components. The tenacity with which the lid is 
locked in the container and the difficulty presented when an 
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attempt is made to manually remove it depend on a number 
of factors, including the length of the locking bead 15, the 
type and thickneSS or gauge of the plastic sheet material 
from which the lid and container are formed, the shape of the 
container, and the use of ribs or other Structural features to 
enhance the overall rigidity of the components. With a light 
gauge and thus less rigid material, e.g. 0.015 inch (about 
0.38 mm), a large total locking bead length of at least about 
50% of the total perimeter should be used. If a heavy gauge 
plastic sheet is used, e.g. 0.040 inch (about 0.1 mm), a 
Substantially shorter total locking bead length of at least 
about 15% may be used. 
0.033 All of these considerations must also be tempered 
by the general consideration of how tenacious a locking 
container the customer requires. It may be, for example, that 
the customer desires a Secure locking lid, but one that may 
Still be removed without damaging the container, with an 
additional consideration of being able to replace the lid on 
the container. On the other hand, if the customer requirement 
is Such that the container is not openable except by cutting, 
tearing or breaking the container and/or lid, then the factors 
Such as higher gauge, inherently more rigid plastics, along 
with bead length must be considered. The locking bead 
should be uniformly distributed along the container edge. 
Also, the length of the container edge will affect the StiffneSS 
and thus the minimum length of the bead to provide 
adequate locking function. In the embodiment shown in 
FIG. 1, for example, the total length of the bead sections 23 
comprises about 80% of the total perimeter length of about 
27 inches of the container 12 made from a 0.040 inch 
polystyrene sheet. The gauge of the lid material is 0.030 to 
0.035 inches (0.75 to 0.9 mm). The result is an extremely 
tenacious lock that cannot be opened without damage to the 
container and/or the lid. By adjusting the various features 
identified above, a Secure locking container may be provided 
with total locking bead length of at least about 15% of the 
total perimeter length of the container. In addition, although 
a lid 11 locked onto a container 12 is typically Susceptible to 
Substantial bending and distortion to assist unlocking and 
removal when the container is empty, the product which is 
packaged in and Substantially fills the container inhibits Such 
bending and distortion, thereby further inhibiting unlocking 
and removal of the lid. 

0034). In FIGS. 8 and 9, there is shown a modified lid 35 
and its Secure locking engagement in a container 12 identical 
to the container shown in the previously described embodi 
ment. The FIG. 8 lid 35 is identical to the lid 11 of the 
previously described embodiment, except that it has a Sub 
Stantially greater depth or thickness created by a longer 
intermediate web portion 36 that joins an upper peripheral 
lip portion 37 and a lower planar surface portion 38. The lid 
35 is inserted into the container 12 and locked in the 
container locking groove 17 in the same manner previously 
described. However, once locked in the groove 17, the lid 35 
is captured Snuggly therein with the upper lip portion 37 
engaging the planar lower Surface 18 of the locking bead 15, 
and the lower planar Surface portion 38 engaging the hori 
Zontal Second wall portion 21 at the bottom of the locking 
grOOVe. 

0035) The FIG.8 lid embodiment is particularly suitable 
where it is desirable to provide an even more Secure locking 
of the lid 35 in the container 12 by providing an adhesive 
bond therebetween. Although several different means could 
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be utilized to provide a supplemental adhesive bond between 
contacting Surfaces of the lid and the container, Such as 
bonding Solvents, heat Sealing, ultraSonic and radio fre 
quency welding, or other applied adhesives, one particularly 
attractive method is to provide a UV curable adhesive 
between the top surface of the lid lip portion 37 and the 
planar lower surface 18 of the locking bead, or between the 
underside of the lower planar surface portion 38 of the lid 
and the top surface of the second wall portion 21 of the 
container. Preferably, the application of a UV curable adhe 
sive, to either the upper surface of the lip portion 37 or the 
lower face of the lower planar surface portion 38 before the 
lid is installed, permits the Supplemental adhesive lock to be 
effected Simply by running the closed container assembly 
through a UV curing Station. 
0036) Referring now to FIGS. 10 and 11, there is shown 
an assembly in which a lid 11 of FIG. 5 and a container 12 
of FIG. 6 are locked together with a flexible card 40 that is 
placed over the lid 11 and also locked in the locking groove 
17. The card 40 is sized and shaped to fit Snuggly in the 
locking groove 17, but must be flexible enough to be bent 
Slightly during the insertion process. A thin Sheet of paper 
board is one Suitable material and provides Several addi 
tional benefits. The card may be provided with printed or 
decorative indicia on either or both faces. The card also 
provides added Security by presenting a completely Smooth 
outer Surface inhibiting any kind of gripping by fingers. The 
flexible card may also be used to provide a Spacer or 
Shimming function to press the lower planar Surface portion 
31 of the lid into contact with horizontal wall portion 21 of 
the locking groove where an adhesive is applied to the 
Surface portion 31 to provide a Supplemental locking fea 
ture. 

0037 Referring to FIG. 12, there is shown a modified 
container 41 which is identical to the previously described 
container 12, except that the container 41 has modified 
locking bead Sections 42. The modified bead Sections extend 
inwardly farther than the bead sections 23 previously 
described, thereby extending the depth of the locking groove 
43 under the bead sections. Each modified bead section 42 
curves outwardly from opposite ends along a Smooth curve 
to a widened center portion 44. Each modified bead section 
42 includes a crescent-shaped lead-in Surface 25 that tapers 
downwardly and inwardly and is joined by a curved vertical 
wall section 46. As in the previously described embodi 
ments, a planar lower Surface 47 of each locking bead 
Section 42 defines the upper Surface of the locking groove 
43. The use of the extended locking bead sections 42 of this 
embodiment requires somewhat more flexibility of the lid 
and/or the container, but once the lid is installed, modified 
locking bead Sections provide Substantial additional Security 
against undesirable opening. 
0038. In the locking beads described for each of the 
preceding embodiments, each locking bead Section 23 or 42 
extends continuously along Substantially the entire length of 
each Straight wall Section of the rectangular container. By 
providing continuous length bead Sections, the resultant 
beam effect enhances considerably the Stiffness and rigidity 
of the mouth of the container, thereby also enhancing the 
Security of the locking feature. If shorter locking bead 
Sections or Sections that are interrupted along the length So 
as not to be continuous are used, there will be an inherent 
Sacrifice in rigidity for which compensation might be pro 
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Vided by, for example, utilizing heavier gauge material. In 
general, it is believed that the Secure locking feature of the 
present invention may be utilized in a wide variety of shapes 
and sizes of thermoformed containers made from Web Stock 
ranging widely in thickness. AS indicated previously, Suit 
able plastic materials may include polystyrenes, PET, 
PETG, RPET, polypropylene, HDPE and PVC. PET, PETG 
and PVC are harder and stiffer than the other plastics listed. 
Consideration of the hardness and stiffness of the material is 
also important in meeting the Specific customer requirement 
for a Secure locking container, as discussed above. 
0039. As shown in FIG. 1, the upper container lip 24 on 
one edge of the container 12 may comprise a lip 50 which 
is provided with hanger holes 51 for point of sale storage of 
and display purposes. It may also be desirable, when pack 
aging products that are not all consumed or used at once, to 
provide the flat center panel 32 of the lid 11 with a die cut 
perforated line to permit partial opening and reclosing of the 
container to Store unused product. It should also be noted 
that the flat construction of the lid 11, characterized by the 
flat center panel 32, is not a requirement of the invention. 
Rather, the lid may be provided with some depth, like the 
container 12, to enclose and hold product. 
0040. The additional embodiments of the invention 
shown in FIGS. 13-15 utilize container and lid constructions 
that may be identical to those shown in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4 and, 
therefore, similar features are identically numbered. The 
container 12 shown in FIG. 13 is provided along one upper 
edge, between adjacent cornerS 22 with edge perforations 
52. Each perforation 52 extends across the surface of the 
upper container lip 24 and down along the first wall portion 
20 to the junction between the first wall portion 20 and the 
Second wall portion 21. Because the locking bead Sections 
23 terminate short of the corners 22, the perforation 52 does 
not extend into the bead Section. 

0041. The perforations provide weakened sections such 
that the purchaser may grasp the upper container lip 24 and 
bead section 23, break it away from the remainder of the 
container, and turn it downwardly generally around a line 
defining the transition between the first wall portion 20 and 
the second wall portion 21, all as shown in FIG. 14. With 
this portion of the upper container lip 24 out of the way, the 
lid 10 can be slid along the locking grooves 17 to partially 
or completely open the container 12. 
0042. The foregoing feature permits more ready access to 
a closed container of the present invention than would be 
possible without indiscriminate cutting or attempting to 
overcome the primary locking feature. The lid 11 could, of 
course, be replaced by Simply reversing the procedure. 

0043. In FIG. 15, there is shown an embodiment of the 
FIG. 3 container and lid in which the raised center panel 32 
of the lid 11 is provided with a perforated panel 53 to 
facilitate access to discrete individual objects that are 
enclosed in the container. The perforated panel 53 is defined 
by a perf line 54 that preferably includes a scored end 55. 
The panel 53 can be punched inwardly or pulled outwardly 
to free it from the center panel 32, enabling it to be lifted 
around the scored end 55. After an object is removed by the 
purchaser, the panel 53 can be pushed back into its original 
position in the lid panel 32 to reclose the container. The 
access panel could alternately be provided in an opposite 
bottom wall of the container 12. 
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0044) In FIG. 16, there is shown an alternate embodi 
ment of a Secure locking container 60 of the present inven 
tion. This container has a Square shape Similar to the 
previously described embodiments, but if made of a smaller 
size, the total length of the locking bead arrangement may be 
reduced considerably. The shortened length of the container 
edges adds to the Stiffness of the container and the corre 
sponding ability to reduce the effective length of the locking 
beads. For example, if the container 60 of FIG. 16 is made 
approximately 5 inches (about 125 mm) Square, and of a 
RPET material having a gauge of 0.035 inches (about 0.1 
mm), pairs of Shortened locking beads 56 along each edge 
of the container mouth will provide a Satisfactory locking 
function. The lid used with this container may be made from 
the same gauge material, but typically the lid is made of 
Smaller gauge material, e.g. 0.030 inch (0.75 mm). In this 
embodiment, each of the locking beads 56 is about ys inch 
(about 10 mm) long, the total locking bead length compris 
ing about 15% of the periphery of the container. 

We claim: 
1. A Secure locking container and lid assembly compris 

ing: 

a resilient container having an open mouth defined by a 
generally vertical inner first wall portion, a generally 
horizontal Second wall portion extending radially 
inwardly from a lower edge of Said first wall portion, a 
locking bead uniformly distributed and extending 
peripherally along at least about 15% of the perimeter 
of and radially inwardly from said first wall portion, 
Said bead having a generally planar lower Surface 
Spaced vertically above Said horizontal Second wall 
portion, Such that Said first wall portion, Second wall 
portion and the lower surface of the bead define a 
locking groove; and 

a resilient lid sized to fit within the locking groove of the 
container and having a peripheral lip arrangement, 
including an upper peripheral Substantially planar lip 
portion, a downwardly extending intermediate web 
portion, and a lower Substantially planar Surface por 
tion extending inwardly from a lower edge of Said 
intermediate web portion and generally parallel to Said 
lip portion; 

whereby in response to vertical downward insertion of the 
lid into the mouth of the container, the lip arrangement 
overrides the locking bead and is inwardly deflected by 
contact there with move past Said bead and is locked in 
Said locking groove to Substantially preclude manual 
removal of the lid. 

2. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
container locking bead includes a lead-in Surface and the 
downwardly extending intermediate web portion of the lid is 
downwardly convergent to facilitate inward deflection of the 
lip arrangement during insertion. 

3. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
container and the lid are generally rectangular with rounded 
corners and the locking bead comprises bead Sections along 
each container edge between and interrupted by Said corners. 

4. The assembly as set forth in claim 3 wherein said 
locking beads include widened center portions between 
opposite bead ends to define deepened locking groove 
portions. 
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5. The assembly as set forth in claim 4 wherein said edge 
beads are tapered along their lengths to extend inwardly 
from the opposite bead ends. 

6. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
distance between the lip portion and the lower Surface 
portion of the lip arrangement is just slightly greater than the 
distance between the planar lower Surface of the bead and 
the Second wall portion of the container, whereby the lip 
arrangement fits Snuggly in the locking groove. 

7. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
distance between the lip portion and the lower Surface 
portion of the lip arrangement is Substantially leSS than the 
distance between the planar lower Surface of the bead and 
the Second wall portion of the container, whereby a clear 
ance is provided between the lower surface of the bead and 
the upper lip portion of the lip arrangement. 

8. The assembly as set forth in claim 7 including a thin 
flexible card inserted between the lower Surface of the bead 
and the upper lip portion of the lip arrangement. 

9. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 including a layer 
of adhesive applied to one of Said upper lip portion and 
lower Surface portion prior to insertion of the lid into the 
container. 

10. The assembly as set forth in claim 9 wherein said 
adhesive comprises a UV curable adhesive. 
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11. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
container and the lid are rectangular and include respective 
linear mouth edge portions and lip portions, the opposite 
ends of one mouth edge portion having weakened wall 
portions permitting the edge portion to be broken and 
deflected away from the remaining container mouth and the 
lid to be slid along the locking grooves adjacent and per 
pendicular to Said one mouth edge portion to at least 
partially remove the lid from the container. 

12. The assembly as set forth in claim 11 wherein the 
weakened wall portions comprise perforations. 

13. The assembly as set forth in claim 1 wherein one of 
the Surface of the lid and an opposite container bottom wall 
includes a knock-out panel permitting limited access to the 
interior of the container. 

14. The assembly as set forth in claim 13 wherein the 
knock-out panel is defined by a perforated edge. 

15. The assembly as set forth in claim 14 wherein opposite 
ends of the perforated edge are connected by a hinge line. 

16. The assembly as set forth in claim 15 wherein the 
hinge line comprises a Score line. 


