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{Granted anﬁér the act of March 3, 1883, as

4 Clalms.

-amended April 30, 1928; 370 O. G. 757)

The invention described herein, if patented,
may be manufactured and used by or for the
Government for governmental purposes; without
the payment to me of any royally thereon.

This invention relates .{o .a .novel means for
blousing of bilging the Bottoms of trouser legs,
as practiced, for example; liy parachute: tréops.

As now practiced, the lower edges of the trouser
legs are stuffed into the tops.of the wearer’s boots
or relatively high shoes. Such procedure not
only ‘ténds to 1mpa1r the’ normal circulation of
blood in the wearer’s legs; but also produces an
irregular and unsightly appearance  among
troops, due to the fact that the trouser bottoms
will be stuffed into the shoes in varying degrees
according to the whim of the wearer as well as ac-
cording to the amount of space available between
the hoot top and leg of the wearer.

It is an object of the present invention there-
fore to provide a means for blousing trouser leg
bottoms which avoids the necessity of inserting
them in the boot tops, thereby eliminating the
defects just mentioned, namely, interference
with the circulatery system of the wearer and the
unsightly appearance of irregular or non-uni-
form blousing.

Another object of the invention resides in the
provision of a rather simple and inexpensive
tying means comprising a strap for binding the
trouser bottoms about the wearer’s legs at a
point just above the boot tops and detachably
anchoring the straps to the boot tops.

A still further object of the invention consists
in the use of snap fasteners arranged so that they
can only be opened by a downward pull, thereby
eliminating the possibility of accidental release
thereef by the scraping of the wearer’s leg
against something hard, such as a chair or the
like,

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will he apparent from the following description
when taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings in which,

Figure 1 is a perspective view 'of the lower por-
tion of the leg of the wearer showing the novel
attachment in position thereon so that the trouser
leg may be bloused;

PFigure 2 s an enlarged fragmentary view;
partly in section, showing the fastening means
in side elevation; '

Figure 3 is a plane view of the strap in ex-
tended position and disposed adjacent to a boot
top to which it is to be attached; and,

Figure 4 is an enlarged view of the depending
portion of the strap and its snap fastener.
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Paratroopers and others for which the: pres-
ent device is interided, wear boots or shoes pro-
vided with relatively high uppers, and such shoes
dre indicated in Figures 1 and 2 by the numeral 1.
These shoes are provided with backstays 2 and
at a point adjacent the upper end of the stays,
¢one portion of a snap fastener is riveted or
otherwise secured. The means for tying the bot-
torm of the trouser to the leg of the wearer at a
point slightly above the top of the boot, com-
prises an elongated strap 4, provided with a
conventional buckle § at one end and apertures
6 at the other end for cooberation with the
buekle. - Adjacent the buckle portion of the stiap,
a depending strap 7 is secured, as indicated by
the numeral 8. This depending strap is provided
with a snap fastener 9 for cooperation with the
fastener 3 mounted adjacent the top of the hack-
stay 2.

The snap fastener 9 is of the type provided
with a cenfral opening for the reception of the
complementary fastener 3, which is provided with
a groove 3’ (see Figure 2) spaced slightly below
the outer end thereof.  Within the fastener 9
is a wire loop 10 eccentrically arranged, with re-
spect to the central opening so as to permit the
separation of the fastener in only one direction,
namely, by the application of a pulling force at
the point where the wire loop is  unexposed.
Fasteners of this general type are well llustrated
by the patent to Carr, No. 1,237,469 granted on
August 21, 1917, This snap fastener 9 is applied
to the depending strap portion 7 with the ex-
posed wire portion adjacent the lower end of
the strap, so that to remove the strap 7 from
the boot, it is necessary that a downward pull be
applied:-thereto. By this arrangement, it will be
apparent that a pull on the lower end of the
strap 7, such as might be caused by the wearer’s
scraping his leg against a board or other hard
object would not disengage the fastener from its
complementary element 3,

In aiplying this device, the snap fastener 9
may be sttached to its complementary element
3 either before or-after the strap 4 is placed about
the lower portion of the trouser leg. It will be
understood, of course, that the lower portion of
the trouser leg is first positioned at about the
boot top and the strap 4 drawn about the same
and secured by the buckle 5, as indicated in Fig-
ure 1 After the snap fastener 9 is applied to
the element 2, the trouser leg is bloused by pro-
viding ‘an annular loop in the lower portion
thereof; as indicated in dotted outline in Figure 2.

The device of the present invention as set forth
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above, and as illustrated in the drawings, is of
inexpensive construction and is easily applied to
the wearer’s shoe, and just as easily attached to
the trouser leg so as to permit blousing of the
lower portion of the trouser. Moreover, the con-
struction and arrangement are such as to permit
uniformity in the blousing of the trousers and yet
eliminate the objectional feature of stuffing the
trouser legs in the top of the boots, which, as
mentioned above, has the disadvantage of im-
pairing, if not entirely cutting off the circulation
of blood in that portion of the wearer’s leg.

The invention disclosed herein has several ad-
vantages over that disclosed in my copending ap-
plication Serial No. 51,004, filed September 24,
1948, among which is the fact that it is not neces-
sary to dispose the snap fastener beneath the
trouser leg for the purpose of avoiding accidental
disengagement of the device.

I claim:

1. A blousing device for trousers comprising,
a strap for encircling a trouser leg at a point
adjacent the wearer’s boot top, a second strap
depending from the first-mentioned strap, and
a wire-type socket fastener secured to the de-
pending strap.

2. A blousing device for trousers comprising, a
strap for encircling a trouser leg at a point
adjacent the wearer’s boot top, a second strap
depending from the first-mentioned strap, and
a wire-type socket fastener secured to the de-
pending strap, the wire in the socket being ec-
centrically arranged with respect to the socket
opening.
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3. A blousing device for trousers comprising,
a strap for encircling a trouser leg at a point
adjacent the wearer’s boot top, a second strap
depending from the first-mentioned strap, and a
wire-type socket fastener secured to the depend-
ing strap, the wire in the socket being eccentric-
ally offset toward the first-mentioned strap.

4. In combination, a blousing device for trou-
sers comprising, a strap for encircling a trouser
leg at a point adjacent the wearer’s boot top,
a second strap depending from the first-men-
tioned strap, a wire-type socket fastener secured
to the depending strap, the wire in the socket
being eccentrically offset toward the first-men-
tioned strap, a boot, and a complementary fast-
ener on the boot top, whereby the fastener on
the depending strap can be released from its
complementary fastener only by a downward pull
on the depending strap.

ANDREW A. AINES.
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