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NESTING AND STACKING RECEPTACLE
Wilbert K. Hare, Chicage, and Morris Kanfman, Morton
Grove, Iil., assignors to Ekco Products Company, Chi-
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1 Claim. (Cl. 220—19)

This invention relates generally to receptacles and
more particularly to a receptacle having a bottom wall
bordered by a first pair of opposed side walls and a sec-
ond pair of opposed side walls, said walls being of equal
dimension measured lengthwise of the distance said bot-
tom wall is bordered by said side walls and forming four
90 degree corners along the upper and lower limits of
said side walls at adjoining areas of said side walls.

t is an object of this invention to provide a receptacle
as indicated which permits it to be nested within a like
receptacle when the corresponding side walls of said
receptacle are in matching relation and which allows
each receptacle to be stacked on the other receptacle
when said side walls of one of said receptacles are in
relative angular disposition to the corresponding side
walls of the other receptacle about a central upright axis
at a variance of 90 degrees from that of said side walls in
the nesting position of said receptacles.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
strong, durable, light weight receptacle that is simple
and inexpensive to produce.

These and other cbjects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following description,
especially when taken in conjunction with the following
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of a receptacle incor-
porating features of this invention.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevation along
one side wall of the receptacle shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a similar view {aken along a second side wall
of the receptacle shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentray top plan view of
the receptacle along a corner defined by a pair of ad-
joining side walls thereof. :

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevation show-
ing a pair of receptacles in stacked relation.

FIG. 6 is a similar view showing a pair of receptacles
in nested position.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, which illus-
trate one form of a receptacle embodying the features of
this invention, numeral 18 designates a pair of horizon-
tally extending bottom wire members joined in fixed
spaced apart parallel relation by a second pair of similar
wire members 11 in equally spaced apart parallel rela-
tion at right angles to the bottom wire members 10. The
members 18 and 11 together with intermediate bettom
wire members 12 connecting members 11 along spaced
parallel lines extending lengthwise of and between wire
members 10 and intermediate bottom wire members 13
connecting members 18 along spaced parallel lines ex-
tending lengthwise of and between wire members 11,
form the bottom wall of the receptacle. A first pair of
side walls flanking the bottom wall along lines parallel to
the members 10 include side members 14 defined by up-
turned symmetrical opposite end portions of the bottom
wire members 11 and 13, and a second pair of side walls
flanking the bottom wall along lines parallel to the mem-
bers 11 include side members 15 defined by upturned
symmetrical opposite end portions of the bottom wire
members 10 and 12. The corners formed at the junc-
tion of said side members 14 and 15 with the bottom
wire members to which said side members are integrally
joined occupy aligned positions along lines located out-
wardly of and in equally spaced apart relation lengthwise
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of said members 16 and 11 to define the lower periph-
eral contour of the receptacle at said corners. The side
members 14 and 15 occupy uniformly outwardly slanted
positions in the direction of an upper rim member to
which the upper ends of said side members are securely
joined to define the upper peripheral limits of the recep-
tacle. The arms 16 of the rim member, to which the side
members 14 are connected, and the arms 17 of the rim
member to which the side members 14 are connectesd
thereby provide a first pair of side walls and a second
pair of side walls of equal dimension measured length-
wise of the distance that the bottom wall of the recep-
tacle is bordered by said side walls and forming 90 de-
gree corners along said upper and lower peripheral limits
of said receptacle at adjoining portions of said walls.
The peripheral limits thus defined by said walls are also
so dimensioned as to allow the lower limits of the recep-
tacle to have entry to the area within the confines of
the side walls of a like subjacent receptacle via said upper
peripheral limits of the latter to accommodate nesting of
said receptacles when the arms 16 and 17 of the recep-
tacles are in matching vertical relation. The arms 14
and 15 also occupy inclined positions in directions ex-
tending lengthwise of the arms of the upper rims to
which said arms are attached so as to allow an overlap-
ping condition of the arms 14 and 15, as shown in FIG.
6, when the receptacles are in nested position.

The arms 17 of the upper rim member of the receptacle
have downwardly offset inwardly extending areas defin-
ing upwardly facing seats 18. OQutwardly offset areas
formed in the bottom wire members 18 define stacking
lugs 19 in such positions as to have downward engage-
ment with the seats 18 along the upper rim of a like sub-
jacent receptacle to establish a stacked relationship of
said receptacles when the arms 16 and 17 of each recep-
tacle are in relative angular disposition to the correspond-
ing arms of the subjacent receptacle about a central up-
right axis at a variance of 90 degrees from that of said
arms in the nesting position of said receptacles, The lugs
19 and seats 18 accordingly cooperate to establish a
stacked relationship of said receptacles. Outwardly off-
set portions 28 provided in the arms 16 of each recep-
tacle in upward alignment with said stacking lugs 19
define clearance areas through which the lugs 19 of a
like receptacle may be lowered and raised during move-
ment of a receptacle toward and away from a nesting
position relative to a subjacent receptacle.

A wire border member 21 rigidly secured to the side
members 24 and 15 along a line in downwardly spaced
parallel relation to the arms 16 and 17 of the upper rim
member defines a nesting ledge adapted to have down-
ward engagement with the upper rim member of a like
subjacent receptacle to establish the nesting level of the
upper receptacle while in nested relation to said subja-
cent receptacle. Portions of the border member 21 in
downwardly aligned relation with the offset portions 26
provided in arms 1§ of the upper rim are likewise offset
to define clearance areas 22 to accommodate passage of
lugs 19 of a like receptacle when the latter is under-
going movement toward and away from a nested position
within a receptacle subjacent thereto.

What is claimed is:

A receptacle having a bottom wall and means defining
first and second pairs of side walls in bordering relation
to said bottom, said walls being of equal dimension meas-
ured lengthwise of the distance said bottom wall is bor-
dered by said side walls and forming four 90° corners
along upper and lower limits of said side walls at ad-
joining portions of said side walls, and said lower limits
being so dimensioned as to have entry to the area within
side walls of a like subjacent receptacle via said upper
limits of the latter to accommodate nesting of said recep-
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tacles when the first and second pairs of said side walls
of said receptacles are in matching vertical relation, said
bottom wall including a first pair of horizontally extend-
ing border wire members along the lower limits of said
first pair of side walls, a second pair of horizontally ex-
tending border wire members along the lower limits of
said second pair of side walls, intermediate bottom wire
members connecting said first pair of border. wire mem-

bers aleng spaced parallel lines extending lengthwise of -

and between said second pair of wire members and in-
termediate bottom wire members connecting said second
pair of border wire members along spaced parallel lines
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extending lengthwise of and between -said first pair of -

border wire members, said side walls including an upper

wire frame defining the upper limits of ‘said side walls:

and-upwardly extending side members having upper ends
thereof secured to said wire frame, said side members
comprising opposite end portions of said first and sec-
ond pairs of border wire members and said intermediate
bottom wire members, said upper wire frame member
having downwardly offset areas along said first pair of

side walls, stacking lugs defined by ocutwardly bent ex- -

tensions of said border wire members along said secorid
pair of side walls, said stacking lugs having downward

engagement with the downwardly offset areas in the.

upper wire frame member along said first pair of side
walls of a like subjacent receptacle to establish a stacked
relationship of said “receptacles when said side walls of
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one of said receptacles are in relative angular disposition
to the side walls of the other receptacle about a central
upright axis at a variance of 90% from that of said side
walls in the nesting position of said receptacles, a second
wire frame member secured to the side walls of said
receptacle -along a line in downwardly spaced - parallel
relation to the upper wire frame member, said second
wire frame member having downward engagement with
the-upper limits of the side walls of a like subjacent re-
ceptacle to establish the nesting level of said receptacles
while in nested relation to said subjacent receptacle, and
outwardly offset clearance areas: provided in said upper
wire frame member and said second uppér frame mem-
ber in upward alignment with said stacking lugs through
which the stacking lugs of a like receptacle may be low-
ered and raised during movement of said latter recep-
tacle toward and away from a nesting pesition relative to
a subjacentlike receptacle.
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