April 2,1935. C s GLMAN 1,996,289

ENVELOPE SEALING DEVICE

Filed July 20, 1933

7250
2

INVENTOR

Pt 2 Bl




Patented Apr. 2, 1935

UNITED STATES

1,996,289

PATENT omcz

_ 1,996,289
ENVELOPE SEALING DEVICE :
Charles 8. Gilman, Brooklyn, N. Y, . PR
Application July 20, 1933, Serial No 681,284 -

15 Claims,

‘This invention relates to envelope sealing.

deV1CeS

An object of this mventlon is to prov1d,e & sea,l—,

ing device of the character described which may
5 be moved relative the sheet to be moisteried while
the latter is held stationary, said device having
a moistened .pad and being provided with im-
‘proved means for guiding the sheet, for example,
the flap of an envelope onto a surface of the pad

10 and pressing said flap firmly against the pad -

to insure proper moistening. of the adhesive on
the flap,-
A further ob;ect of th1s invention is to pro-
vide an envelope sealer of the character described
15 ‘having improved means for feedmg water to j;he
moistening: pad.
~A still further object of this invention is:to

provide a neat, compact and - rugged envelgpe:

sealer of the character described, which shall be
20 relatlvely inexpensive to manufa.cture compnse

" few and. simple parts, be easy to assemble and.

manipulate, and which shall yé be attractive in

-appearance and practical and efficient to 2 high’

degree.
25 . . Other objects of this mventlon w111 m part be
obvious and in part hereinafter pointed out,

The invention accordingly. consists in the fea-.
tures of construction, combinations of elements,

and arrangement of parts which will be exempli-

30. fied in the construction hereinafter desciibed,.

and of which the. scope of application will be
indicated in the following clajms,.

In the accompanying drawing, in. whmh is
shown one of the various. poss1ble embodunents

5. of this invention,

Fig. 1 is a-side elevational view of an envelopa
sealer embodymg the invention, with parts in
cross-section; -

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken on 11ne

¢
u(

40. 22 of Fig. 1 and showing a portion of the flap

and envelupe in posmon for applying meisture
thereto;
Frig. 3 is a top plan view of the bottom plate por-
tion of my improved envelope sealer;
45 Fig. 4 is a front elevational view of the envelope
sealer with the top portion tilted backwards; .
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken on lme
5—5 of Fig. 2;
Fig. 6. is a side elevational view of the Wa,ter
50- containing tube with parts in crossesection; and
-Fig: 7 is & cross-sectional yiew taken on line
1—1 of Fig. 2.
. Referring now in.detail to the drawxng, lp des-
ignates a sealing device embodying the invention,
55 here shown to comprise a bottem plate or mem-
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ber (1 having a smooth undersurface and to one-

end of which there is hinged, as at 13,2 top mem-
ber 14, The hottom member 1| may be made of
metal or any pther shitable ma.terla,l and is pro-

vided, at one end thereof with a tubular portion
1ge - 13. AdJa.cent the
hinged end th,ereof the to surface of the mem--

t4g forming part of the ¥

ber {1 is formed with a spht circular or cylin-
drical wall 1§ forming a trough 16, The upper
surface of the member 1} is furthermore formed

with gligned, transverse wall portions (7, the in-

ner ends of. which are spaced from one a,nother

and interconnected. to the cyhndncal wall 19 by

parallel wall portmp,s la formlng a2 bassage 8

1s ;furthermgre formed Wlth s1de edges I9a mter-

connecting the rear end thereof with the outer

ends of wall’ portions 17T and forming a depressed
surface 20 surrounding the split cylindrical wall
13, The jrgnt portion of the plate 11 may be of
substa,nuguy semi-circular gha,pe and is prov1ded'
with‘a substantially semi-circular-wall 22 aroynd
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the edge therﬁof, merging with the wall portions .

19¢ and 17,
"The upber surface 23 of plate 11 formed be-
tween the wall 22 and the wall portions (7 is pref-

erably of a somewhat higher level than the level

" of the trough 16. The surface 23 however, is
formed with a circular recess or groove 23a com-
mumcatmg W;lth the passage ‘18'and with an mner

catmg Wﬂ;h the regess 23a through radlal 1nter-
connecting . bassages or grooves 26, Rece1ved
within the depression 23 is & flat moistening pad
42 of any spitable water absorbing or spongy ma~
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terial, overlying and covering the recesses 23a, 25

and 26.

For the purpose hereinafter appearmg, one s1de, :

of the wall 22 is raised, as at 21, and ‘curved up~
wardly and inwardly as shown in Fig. 5 of the

40

drawing o form a guide, At the junction. of one.

of the wall portions 17 and the wall 22 there is
formed g hoss 29 provided with a screw threaded
opening 39, for the purpose hereinafter appear-
ing.

The member 14 1s proyided W1th a pla,te portion

45

32 adapted to-overlie and having substantially the

same outlige as the member 11, and is formed at

the rear end thereof with.a palr of tubular por-

tions 33 received on-gpposite sides of the fop por-
tion. 14 and receiving therethrough 2 pin 34 pass-
ing through said tubular portion | 4a and formmg
the hinge {3, Extending upwardly from the plate
32 is 2 casing 3% which may be of ornamental outer
shape, here shown for the purpose of illustra-
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tion only, as the head and shoulders of an ar-
mored knight. Said casing 35 is formed with a
tubular chamber 36 aligned with the trough 186,
said chamber being enlarged at the bottom end,
as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawing. Extending
downwardly from the plate portion 32 is a skirted
portion 37 received within the depressed portion
20, said portion being notched, as at 38, for re-
ceiving the wall portions {8. The front of the
plate 32 is likewise substantially semi- -circular in
shape and the undersurface thereof on the side
remote from the cammed projection 27 is formed
with a downwardly extending guide or cam 40 for
the purpose hereinafter appearing. .
Removably received within the chamber 36 1s a
water reservoir or receptacle, such as a rubber
bulb 43 having a tubular portion 44 and a bulbous
or spherical portion 45 at the boftom thereof,
formed with a small opening 46. The bulbous

portion 45 is adapted to rest on the cylindrical.

wall .15, with the opemng 46 projecting within
the trough I6.

"The plate 32 is formed w1th a boss 45 aligned
with the boss 28 on the lower plate {1 and having
a_through screw threaded opening 46a receiving
a screw 41. Said screw 41 is preferably formed
with a Head 48 for finger manipulation, and the
bottom of said screw is adapted to engage the

. threaded opening 30. It will how be understood
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thdat when the screw "47 is turned.to disengage
the bottom end thereof from the threaded open-
ing 30, the upper member: 14 may be swung about
the hinge 13. When the member 14 is lowered,

. the screw 47 may be turned for scréwing the bot-

tom end within the opening 30 and to lock the
members I and 14, Ordinarily water within the
bulb 43 will not flow through the opening 46.
However, when the device 10 is shaken or moved,
drops  will pass through the opening into the
trough 16 and thence pass through the passage
19 to the passages 23a, 25 and 26 for wetting the
pad 42,

"The upper surface of the pad is preferably on

.. the level of the upper edge of the cam ‘21, where-

45

50

as the lower edge of the cam 40 is below the upper
surface of the pad and substantially contacts the
wall 22. The flap of an envelope may be moist-
ened by moving the dévice {0 and holding the flap
stationary, and in substantially closed position,

lifted sufficiently to permit thé bottom plate to’

move between the flap and body of the envelope.
Thus the device may 'be held by grasping the
casing 35 and moved so that the left edge of the

. flap is received between the cam 27 and the
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. the upper portion of the casing 35.

75

underside of the plate 32. The device may then
be moved from right to left, the flap being guided

by cam or guide 271 onto the upper surface of

the pad 42. Upon moving the device 18 to the
left, the flap will engage the undersurface of the
cam 40 and thus be pressed firmly down against
the pad as the device is moved off the flap. The
inner end of the cam portion 27 preferably termi-
nates short of and is spaced ‘from the adjacent
end of the cam 40 whereby the flap of the en-
velope may be tightly pressed against the upper
surface of the moistened pad 42. The under-
surface of the flap having the adhesive thereon is
thus thoroughly moistened. The flap ‘may then

- be fully closed and the sealing member placed

on top of said flap and moved from side to side
and pressed down for tightly sealing said flap.
Said seéaling member may be readily manipulated
by grasping the head of the knighted figure or
As the seal-
ing ‘device is moved, drops may flow through the

1,996,289

opening in the reservoir into the trough {6 one
drop at a time.

The bulb 43, may of course, be removed for
refilling with water by first turning the screw 47
sufficiently to disengage the same from the lower
plate 11. The member {4 may then be swung
rearwardly and the bulb readily withdrawn.

Obviously, sheets other than envelope flaps
may be moistened by my improved sealing device.
The device {0 may also be used for moistening
stamps, labels and the like, by tilting the member
{4 back until the head rests on the table, to
expose the pad.

It will thus be seen that there is provided a
device in which the several objects of this in-

“vention are achieved, and which is well adapted

to meet the conditions of practical use.

As various possible embodiments might be
made of the above invention, and as various
changes might be made in the embodiment set
forth, it is to be understood that all matter herein
set forth or shown in the accompanying drawing
is to be interpreted as illustrative and not in a
limiting sense. -

Having thus described my invention, I claim as
new and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

'1. A sealing device comprising a bottom plate,
a top plate hinged to the bottom plate, and
adapted to be swung to overlying position relative

to said bottom plate, a casing extending up- 7

wardly from said top plate open at the bottom
and forming a chamber communicating with the
underside of said top plate, a water reservoir
disposed within said chamber, and removable

from the bottom open end thereof, and having

an opening at the bottom end thereof, and a
pad on the bottom plate adapted to receive water
from said reservoir.

2. A sealing device comprising a bottom plate,
2 top plate hmged to the bottom plate, a casing
extending upwardly from said top plate and
formed with a chamber communicating with the
underside of said top plate, a bulb disposed with-
in said chamber and having an aperture at the
bottom end thereof, the upper surface of said
hottom plate being formed with a trough receiv-
ing the apertured end of said bulb, and a pad on
said bottom plate, said bottom plate being formed
with means for conveying water from said trough
to said pad.

3. A sealing device comprising a plate, a pad
mounted on the upper surface of said plate, a
second plate hinged to said - first plate and
adapted to be swung to overlying position rela-
tive to said first plate, said second plate being
formed with a screw threaded opening, a screw
serewed within said opening, and said bottom
plate being formed with a threaded opening for
receiving said screw, whereby said plates may be
locked together, said plates being spaced in locked
condition to permit a sheet to be inserted between
said pad and said second plate.

4. In a sealing device, a plate formed with a
trough, said plate being further formed with a
depressed surface, a pad received within said de-
pressed surface, said depressed surface being
formed with recesses communicating with said
trough, and a second plate hinged to said first
plate and overlying the same, and means on said
second plate for feeding water to said trough.

5. A sealing device comprising a bottom plate,
a top plate hinged at the rear end thereof to the
rear end of said bottom plate, said bottom plate
being formed on the upper surface thereof with
a split- cylindrical wall forming a trough, said
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plate being further formed with a depressed sur-
face, a sealing pad received within said depressed
surface, a passage interconnecting said trough
with said depressed surface, said upper plate
being formed with a chamber, a bulb received
within said chamber and having an aperture the
apertured portion of said bulb projecting 1nto
said trough for feeding water thereto.

6. A sealing device comprising a bottom plate,
a top plate hinged at the rear end thereof to
the rear end of said bottom plate, said bottom
plate being formed on the upper surface thereof
with a split cylindrical wall forming a trough,
said plate being further formed with a depressed
portion, a sealing pad received within said de-

pressed portion, a passage interconnecting said

trough with said depressed portion, -said upper
plate being formed with a casing, a bulb received
within said casing and having an opening, the
portion of said bulb formed with the opening
overlying said trough for feeding water thereto,
and means for locking said plates agamst pivotal
movement.

7. A sealing dev1ce comprising upper and lower
superimposed plates, a pad on said lower plate
and between said plates, a guide on said lower
plate for guiding a sheet to the upper surface of
said pad, and a guide on .said upper plate for
pressing said sheet down against said upper sur-
face of said pad, a casing on said upper plate
having a chamber communicating with the
underside of said plate, and a receptacle for
water removably received within said chamber.

8. A sealing device comprising upper and lower
superimposed plates, a pad on said lower plate
and between said plates, a guide on said lower
plate for guiding a sheet to the upper surface
of said pad, and a guide on said upper plate for
pressing said sheet down against said upper sur-
face of said pad, a casing on said upper plate
having a chamber communicating with the
underside of said plate, and a receptacle for
water removably received within said chamber,
said receptacle being collapsible and having an
opening, and said lower plate having a trough
on the upper surface thereof for receiving water
passing through said -opening and. means for
conveying the water in said trough to-said pad.

9. A sealing device comprising a bottom plate,
a top plate hinged to the boftom plate, and
adapted to be swung to overlying position rela-
tive to said bottom plate, a casing extending up-
wardly from said top plate open at the bottom
and forming a chamber communicating with the
underside of said top plate, a water reservoir dis-
posed within said chamber removable from the
open hottom end of said chamber, said reservoir
having an opening at the bottom end thereof,
and a pad mounted on said bottom ‘plate and
disposed between said plates, said plates being
spaced to receive a sheet inserted between said
pad and said top plate.

10. A sealing device comprising a bottom plate,
a top plate hinged fo the bottom plate, and
adapted to be swung to overlying position rela-
tive to said bottom plate, a casing extending up-

3

wardly from said top plate and formed with a
chamber communicating with the underside of
said top plate, a water reservoir disposed within

said chamber and having an opening at the bot-

tom end thereof, said bottom plate having a
trough beneath said opening, a pad on said bot-
tom plate adapted to receive water from said
trough and means for releasably locking said
plates against relative movement.

11. A sealing device comprising a pair of super-
imposed hinged plates, a pad on one of said

-plates and disposed between said plates, said

other plate being formed with a chamber and a

10

water receptacle removably -mounted in  said -

chamber, and adapted to deposit water on said
first plate, said first plate having means for con-
veying water to said pad.

12. A sealing device comprising a pair of super-
imposed hinged plates, a pad on one of said plates
and disposed between said plates, said other plate
being formed with a chamber and a water .recep-
tacle removably mounted in said chamber and
adapted to. deposit water on said first plate, said
first plate having means for conveying water to
said pad, said receptacle being made. of rubber
and having a single opening.

13. A sealing device comprising a pair of super-
imposed hinged plates, a pad on one of said plates
and disposed between said plates, said other plate
being formed with a chamber, and a water recep-
tacle removably mounted in said chamber;, and
adapted to deposit water on said first plate, said
first plate having means for conveying water to
said pad, said receptacle being made of rubber
and-having a single opening, and means for re-
leasably locking said plates against relative move-
ment.

14. A sealing device comprising a bottom mem-
ber, a top member hinged at the rear end there-
of to the rear end of said bottom member, said

bottom member being formed on the upper sur-.

face thereof with a. trough, and being further
formed with a depressed surface, a pad received
within said depressed surface, a passage inter-
connecting said trough with said depressed sur-
face, said upper member being formed with a
chamber, a bulb received within said chamber and
having an aperture, the apertured portion of
said bulb projecting into said trough for feeding
water thereto.

15. A sealing device comprising a bottom mem-
ber, a top member hinged at the rear end thereof

to the rear end of said bottom member, said

bottom member being formed on the upper sur-
face thereof with a trough, and being further
formed with & depressed portion, a pad received
within said depressed portion, a passage inter-

‘connecting said trough with said depressed por-

tion, said upper member being formed with a
casing, a bulb received within said casing and
having an opening, the portion of said bulb
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formed with the opening overlying said trough

for feeding water thereto, and means for locking
said members against pivotal movement,.

CHARLES S. GILMAN.
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