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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOSEPH. H. G. ARTSIDE, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENINSYLVANIA. 

BOX-FASTENER, 

1,088,411. 

To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, JosIEPH. H. GARTSIDE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Box-Fas 
teners, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to new and useful 

improvements in box fasteners, and has for 
its object to provide an exceedingly simple 
and effective device of this character which 
is especially adapted for use with a draw 
box, so that the box sheath may be securely 
locked upon the box tray, yet permit said 
box tray to be readily removed for postal 
inspection. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a box fastener which will be inex 
pensive in the cost of manufacture, exceed 
ingly light in weight, although very du 
rable. 
A still further object of the invention is 

to provide a box fastener which is not a part 
of the box or permanently attached thereto, 
but one which may be readily placed in po 
sition between the tray and sheath, so that. 
the two may be easily and quickly fastened 
together to prevent the draw from becoming 
accidentally displaced from either end of the 
sheath during transportation. 
In the ordinary draw box after the tray 

is Within its sheath, three sides of the box 
are of double thickness because of the rela 
tion of the side walls of the trav and the side 
walls of the sheath, but the fourth side of 
the box is only of single thickness because of 
the open side or top of the tray, but by the 
use of my improved box fastener which may 
be placed upon the open side or top of the 
tray, the four sides of the box may be made 
double thickness, thus better protecting the 
contents of the box and overcome the possi 
bility of the box collapsing because of other 
articles being placed thereon during transit 
in the mails. 
With these ends in view, this invention 

consists in the details of construction and 
combination of elements hereinafter set 
forth and then specifically designated by the 
claim. 

In order that those skilled in the art to 
which this invention appertains may under 
stand how to make and use the same, I will 
describe its construction in detail, referring 
by numeral to the accompanying drawing 
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I forming a part of this specification, in 
which- - 

Figure 1, is a perspective view of a draw 
box showing my improved box fastener ap 
plied thereto. Fig. 2, is a similar view of 
the tray carrying my box fastener ready to 
be inserted in the sheath; and Fig. 3, is a 
Section at the line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

In carrying out my invention as here em 
bodied, 2 represents the sheath of a draw 
box open at both ends as at 3, and in which 
is fitted to slide the tray 4 open at one side 
or the top 5. 

6 denotes my improved box fastener 
formed from a single strip of relatively in 
expensive thin light metal, each end of 
which is slit longitudinally for a relatively 
short distance as at 7, thereby forming four 
tongues 8, 9, 10, 11, which are adapted to be 
folded over against the ends of the tray and 
one of the side walls of the sheath as plainly 
shown in Fig. 1. There is no particular 
mannel in which these tongues must be bent 
over, and although I have shown the diag 
onally opposite tongues being bent over in 
the same direction, it will be readily under 
stood that the directly opposite tongues may 
be bent over on the same number of boxes, 
and although the fastener is here shown as 
lying upon the top or open side of the tray 
for strengthening the box by making all 
sides double thickness. It is not necessary 
that the box fastener be placed in the posi 
tion shown, as the same results will be ac 
complished if the fastener is placed on any 
one of the four sides. 

In practice the contents of the box are 
placed in the tray 4, after which the box fas 
tener 6 is laid thereon and one of the tongues 
at each end. As 9 and 10 are bent, down 
against the ends of the tray after the said 
tray and the box fastener are placed within 
the sheath 2, and when the proper position 
is obtained, the remaining tongues as S and 
11 are bent over upon the sheath, thus se 
curely locking the tray within its sheath and 
preventing the former from being acci 
dentally displaced during transportation. 
Should the postmaster desire to examine the 
contents of the box, it is only necessary to 
bend back one of the tongues 9 or 10, at 
which time the tray may be moved from its 
sheath and examined without displacing the 
box fastener, and after the examination has 
been completed, the tray may be readily in 
serted and the tongues 9 or 10 returned to 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

.0 



5 

) 

2 

its former position for locking the tray in its 
sheath. 
Of course I do not wish to be limited to 

the exact details of construction as these 
may be varied within the limits of the ap 
pended claim, without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new and useful, is 
In combination with a draw box compris 

ing a tray and sheath, a box fastener formed 
from a single strip of sheet metal slit longi 
tudinally at each end to form tongues, said 
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strip of metal adapted to lie between the 
tray and sheath with the tongues projecting, 15 
one of said tongues at each end adapted to 
be bent against each end of the tray, and the 
other tongue at each end adapted to be bent 
over one side of the sheath. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto af- 20 
fixed my signature in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses. 

JOSEPH. H. GARTSIDE. 
Witnesses: 

MAY D. Scott, 
EDMUND L. McCURDY. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


