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This invention relates to still or motion pic-
ture apparatus and has special reference to a
combined still or motion picture machine and
an elevating support therefor.

® The prime desideratum of my present in-

16

15

vention is directed to the provision of a pic-
ture machine and a support therefor con-
structed and designed to permit the machine
to be elevated to a relatively high vantage
point above obstructing surroundings and to
be operated from a point below such elevated
vantage point. In a preferred embodiment,
as disclosed herein, the invention comprises
a motion or still picture camera and a support
therefor to which the camera is detachably
attachable, the said support defining a stand-
ard which may be held in a hand of the op-

- erator for elevating the camera to a relatively
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high vantage point as, for example, above the
heads of a crowd of people, and embodying
operating means for the camera which may
be controlled by the operator at a point be-
low said elevated vantage point. ’

A further prime object of the invention
centers about the provision of a combined pic-
ture machine and elevating support therefor
in which the elevating support comprises an
article of dress which may be inconspicuously
carried by the operator such, for example, as
a gentleman’s cane, the said cane embodying
means for detachably receiving a_camera of
the pocket or other type.

Other objects of the invention include the
provision of a combined picture machine and
elevating support therefor in which the ele-
vating support embodies an image finding
means and particularly one of the periscope
type; the further provision of an elevating
support for the picture machine embodying
a mechanism connectible to the exposure

means of the picture machine and controllable

from a point below the point of elevation of
the picture machine; the still further provi-
sion of a support of this nature in the form
of a hollow cane, the said cane defining a peri-
scope and a casing for the camera operating
control means; and the still further provision
of a combined camera and cane support there-
for designed and constructed for quick as-
sembly and use. '

To the accomplishment of the foregoing
and such other objects as will hereinafter ap-
pear, my invention consists in the elements
and their relation one to the other, as herein-
after more particularly described and sought
to be defined in the claims; reference being
had to the accompanying drawings which .
show the preferred embodiments of my in-
vention, and in which:

Fig. 1 is a vertical elevational view of the
combined picture machine and elevating sup-
port of my invention with parts broken away
to show the interior construction;

‘Fig. 2is a front end elevational view there-
of with parts similarly shown; and

Figs. 8 and 4 are fragmentary views of
parts of the elevating supporting structure.

Referring now more in detail to the draw- -

ings, the invention is shown to comprise a
picture machine such as A and a support B
detachably attachable to the picture machine
A for elevating the same to a relatively high
vantage point, the said support B defining a-
standard which may be grasped by the hand

-of the operator for moving the picture ma-

chine A to ascended position and for stably
supporting such machine in the ascended po-
sition for the taking of a still or motion pie-
ture, the support B preferably comprising,
as shown, a gentleman’s cane. -

The picture machine A. may be a picture
taking or projecting machine; and as illus-
trated in the embodiment shown in the draw-.
ings, this picture machine comprises a port-
able motion picture camera embodying a con-
struction such as is shown and claimed in my
copending application Serial No. 313,312 filed
October 18,1928, in which the parts are spring
operated and in which the operation is con-
trolled by a depressible finger %iece or button
10 projecting fgom the top of the camera cas-

m%‘llll. .

e cane support B comprises a cane body
12 having a handle head 18 and means for at-
taching the bottom end of the cane to the cam-
era casing 11, such means preferably com-
prising a cane tip 18 which is reversably re-
ceivable by a tapped. bushing 14 inserted at
the bottom end of the cane body, the said tip

13 having « threaded portion 13’ receivable
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by the bushing 14 and being provided at one
end with a cane tip proper 13% and at the other
end with a reduced threaded portion 13°
When the elevating structure B is used as 2
cane, the tip 13 is mounted in the cane body
to serve as a cane tip as shown in Fig. 4 of the
drawings, and when the elevating structure is
used as a camera support the tip 13 is re-
versed in position as shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, the reduced threaded portion 13°
being received by a tapped bore 15 provided
in the bottom of the camera casing 11 as is
clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings. It
will be manifest that when the camera A is
assembled on the elevating structure B, the
handle of the cane 13 may be grasped by the
operator for moving the camera to an as-
cehded position above obstructing surround-
ings, as for example above the heads of a
crowd of people, the camera being thus in a
position for taking a picture at an elevated
point of vantage.

For permitting the operator located at the-

relatively low point of elevation to obtain the

view receivable by the camera at the relatively-

high point of elevation, I provide finding
means embodied in the elevating structure B,
such finding means being preferably of the
periscope type. To accomplish this, the body
12 of the cane B is made hollow and in said
hollow are spacedly arranged the reflectors
16 and 17 to form a periscope finding means,
the upper reflector 16 being arranged adja-
cent a view receiving opening 18, and the
lower reflector 17 being arranged adjacent a
sight opening 19. These openings 18 and 19
may be closed by means of hinged closure
elements 20 and 21 respectively, each of the
said closure elements being provided with a
snap hook 22 which is received by an aper-
ture 23 in the wall of the cane body 12 for
latching the closures in closed positions. As
will be apparent, these closure elements 20
and 21 may be readily moved from the closed
position shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings to

the open position shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-.

ings when the cane is converted into a peri-
scope finding means and elevating support.
Tt is desired that the operator located at
the relatively low point of elevation be en-
abled to control the operation of the camera
A which is moved to the relatively high point
of elevation; and to accomplish this the sup-
porting cane structure B is made to embody
means connectible to the operating button
10 of the camera exposure mechanism for
controlling the operation thereof. ThisT ac-
complish by providing an operating means
wholly supported by and preferably within
the hollow of the cane structure B accessible

~ from a point near the head 13 of the cane B.
. This means comprises, in the preferred con-
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struction, a reciprocable rod 23 arranged
within and at a wall of the hollow cane body
12, the said rod being provided at its bottom
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with a manually manipulable button 24 and
at its top with a cross rod 25 to which is de-

_tachably connected a yoke member or strap 27

which fits over the camera casing 11 and the
top of which strap seats over the depressible
button 10 of the camera operating mecha-
nism. For sniding the movement of the op-
erating rod 23, the cane body 12 is provided
adjacent its handle end with a slot 28 which
receives the shank of the button 24 and’is
provided adjacent its tip end with-the op-
posed slots 29, 29 which receive the opposite
ends of the cross rod 26, said ends detachably
receiving apertures in the lower arms 30, 30
of the strap 27. The strap 27 may be made
of resilient material so-as to permit the arms
30, 30 to be resiliently maintained in posi-
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tion on the cross rod 26 and so as to permit - ‘

quick and facile detachment of the strap from
operative position. It will be understood
that normally the operating button 10 of the
camera is spring urged to the position shown
in Figs. 1 and 2 of the drawings, and the
spring action of the button is utilized for
moving the operating parts terminating in
the control button 24 to the position shown in
the drawings. It will now be manifest that
when a picture is'to be taken the operator
will move the button 24 to a descended posi-

‘tion and this will cause the strap 27 to release

the camera button 10 to the picture exposure
and operating position.

The use and operation of. the combined
camera and elevating support of my present
invention will now in the main be fully ap-
parent from the above detailed description
thereof. It will be understood that the cam-
era A which may be of the small or pocket
portable type, may be carried about the per--
son of the operator and that the cane B may
be separately carried on the person of the
operator as an article of dress. It will be
further seen that when the occasion arises
for the taking of a picture above obstructing
surroundings, the camera and the cane sup-
port may be readily assembled for optical and
mechanical operative association. Tt will be
further evident that the cane may be em-
ployed as a periscope finding means inde-
pendent of its association with the camera
structure. It will of course be understood
that while the invention is shown applied to
the use of a motion picture camera, the same
may be employed for the taking of still pic-
tures and also for the projection of either
still or motion pictures. o

Tt will be further apparent that while I
have shown and described my invention in
the preferred forms, many changes and modi-
fications may be made in the structure dis-
closed without departing from the spirit of
the invention, defined in the following claims.

I claim: ' :

1. In combination, a camera including
camera exposure mechanism, a standard de-
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_cane to said picture machine, the sai

1,808,347

tachably connectible to the camera and effec-
tive when attached to the camera for elevat-
ing the same to a relatively high point of
vantage, camera operating means mounted on
said standard, and means connecting the
camera exposure mechanism with the cam-
era operating means of said standard.

2. In combination, a picture machine in-
cluding picture exposure mechanism, a stand-
ard detachably connectible to the picture ma-
chine and effective when attached to the ma-
chine for elevating the same to a relatively
high point of vantage, picture machine op-
erating means mounted on said standard, and
means connecting the exposure mechanism
with the picture machine operating means
of said standard. oo

3. In combination, a picture machine in-
cluding exposure mechanism, a standard de-
tachably connectible to the machine and
effective when attached to the machine for
elevating the same to a relatively high point
of vantage, operating means mounted on
said standard, and means connecting the ex-
posure mechanism with the operating means
of said standard whereby the exposure mech-
anism may be operated from said standard,
and periscopic image finding means in said
standard. :

4. In combination, a picture machire, a
standard having a hollow body, means de-
tachably connecting said standard to said
picture machine, the said standard defining
a means for elevating the machine, reflectors
spacedly arranged within the hollow of said
standard and forming a periscope finding
means for said picture machine, and means
arranged within the hollow of said bedy for
operating said picture machine from a point
below the elevation point of said machine.

5. In combination, a picture machine, a
standard having a hollow body, means for
connecting said standard to said picture ma-
chine, the said standard defining a means for
elevating the machine to a relatively high
point of vantage, and means arranged with-
in the hollow of said body for. operating
said picture machine from a point below the
elevation point of said machine.

6. In combination, a picture machine, &
cane, means for detachably connecting said
cane

defining a standard for elevating the ma-

chine to a relatively high point of vantage,

and means mounted on said cane for operat-
ing said picture machine.

g In combination, a camera, a cane, means
for detachably connecting an end of said
cane to said camera, the said cane defining a
standard for elevating the camera to a rela-
tively high point of vantage, and image find-
ing means on said cane. ' '

8. In combination, a

%icture machine, a
cane, means for detacha

ly connecting an

end of said cane to said picture machine,

3

the said cane defining a standard for ele-
vating the picture machine to a relatively
high point of vantage, means connecting said
cane and said picture machine for operat-
ing the picture machine, and image finding
means on said cane. '

9. In combination, a picture machine, 2

76

standard, means for connecting said stand- -

ard to said picture machine, the said stand-
ard defining a means for elevating the ma-
chine to a relatively high point of vantage,
and means mounted on said standard con-
nectible to said picture machine for-opérat-
ing the picture machine from a, point below
the elevation point of said machine.

10. In combination, a picture machine

having film exposure mechanism, a stand-

ard, means for detachably connecting said
standard to said picture machine, the said
standard defining a means for elevating the
machine to a reﬁztively high point of van-
tage, and means mounted on said standard
detachably connectible to the film exposure

mechanism of said picture machine for oper- .
be

ating the picture machine from a point below
the elevation point of said machine.

11. In combination, a picture machine
having picture exposure mechanism, a cane,
means for detachably connecting an énd of
said cane to said picture machine, the said
cane defining a standard for elevating the
machine, and mechanism for operating said
picture exposure mechanism including means
mounted on said cane and detachably con-
nected to said picture exposure mechanism.

12. In combination, a camera, & hollow
cane, a cane tip for said cane comprising an
element for attaching the camera to said
cane, reflectors spacedly arranged within the
hollow of said cane for defining a periscope
finding means, and operating mechanism for
said camera Including means mounted on
said cane and accessible at & point near the
head of said cane.

13. In combination, a camera, a hollow
cane, a cane tip for said cane comprising
a reversable element for threadedly attach-
ing the camera to said cane, reflectors spaced-
lfy arranged within the hollow of said cane
for defining a periscope finding means, and
operating mechanism for said camera in-
cluding means movably arranged in the hol-
low of said cane and accessible at a point
near the head of said cane. :

14. A combined cane and machine support
comprising a cane structure, means there-
on for detachably receiving the machine, and
means mounted on said cane structure aciapt-

ed for connection to the operating mecha-

nism of the machine for actuating the ma-
chine, v

- 15. A combined cane and picture machine
support comj)rising a cane structure, means
thereon for detachably receiving the picture
machine at an end thereof, means mounted
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on said cane structure adapted for connec-
tion to the operating mechanism of the pic-
ture machine for actuating the picture ma-
chine, and an image finding means mounted
on said cane structure.

16. A combined cane and machine support
comprising a cane structure, means thereon
for detachably receiving the machine, means
on said cane structure adapted for connec-
tion to the operating mechanism of the ma-
chine for actuating the picture machine, and
an image finding means mounted on said
cane structure. ’

Signed at New York, in the county of New
York and State of New York, this 13th day
of November, A. D. 1928, s

.~ " FREEMAN H. OWENS.
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