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This invention relates to powder containers
such, for example, as vanity cases and like ar-
ticles. '

The principal objects of the invention are to
provide a vanity case or like article having a
powder compartment provided with inner and
outer covers each having catches successively op-
erable by means of g single finger piece; to pro-
vide a vanity case having inner and outer covers
which are so constructed and arranged that the
inner cover may be swung to closed position by
the outer cover, and having a, double-acting finger
piece operable first to release the outer cover.and
then the inner cover; and to provide a vanity
case having a substantially leakproof construc-
tion, which is compact and of pleasing and at-
tractive appearance, which is of strong and dura-
ble construction having but few parts, which is
inexpensive to manufacture and easy to assem-
ble, and which can be sold at g relatively low
cost. .

Further objects and advantages will be appar-
ent from 2 consideration of the following de-
scription and accompanying drawing, wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of & vanity case con-
structed in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

Fig. 2 is an enlarged section, with parts broken
away, on the line 2—2 of Pig. 1;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged section, with parts broken
away, on the line 3—3 of Fig, 1, looking in the
direction of the arrows; - :

Fig. ¢ is a fragmentary top plan view, with
parts broken away and shown in section, show-
ing the double-acting latch mechanism and es-
sociated parts when both catches are in locking
position;

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4, but- showing
the position of the parts when only the catch for
the outer cover is released; :

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Figs. 4 and 5, but
showing the position of the parts when the catches
for both the inner and outer covers are released;
and

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the catches and
finger piece.

The embodiment chosen for the purpose of il-

. lustration comprises & casing { which may be of

any desired size and shape, here shown as be-
ing circular in plan view and having a convex
bottom wall 2 which is integral with its curved
upstanding side wall 3. The parts are prefer-
ably of sheet metal or other suitable material
which may be easily shaped or worked and which
is capable of receiving and retaining a good sur-

face finish, A hinge 4 supports an outer cover

5 which carries a downwardly and inwardly
curved tongue or lip & and, it desired, a mirror
T may be built in or otherwise secured to the
cover § in any suitable manner., As here shown,
the mirror 1 is held in place by an annular flange
8 having on its inner periphery a bead 9 spaced
from the outer periphery of the cover. A nose

10 is soldered or otherwise secured to the bead 9

at a point intermediate the lip 6 and hinge 4, the
bead 8 and nose 10 constituting, in effect, a cam
element, the utility of which is hereinafter de-
scribed.

Mounted within the casing 1 is a powder tray
12 (Figs. 2 and 3) having a curved bottom wall 14
which rests on the bottom wall of the casing and
en upstanding side wall which terminates in a
shouldered rim 15 having an upstanding pe-
ripheral flange 16 which engages the inner sur-
face of the overhanging upper edge of the side
wall of the casing, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, thus
firmly securing the tray within the casing, The
hinge 4 is preferably secured to the upper edge
of the flange 16, although it is to be understood
that the hinge may be attached directly to the
casing f.

The shouldered rim I§ is provided with an
opening {8 (Figs. 1 and 4 to 6) and at a point
diemetrically opposite the opening (8 the rim
{5 is provided with spaced radially extending
slits, and between these slits the rim is bent
downwardly and the adjacent portions are hent
upwardly so as to provide a pair of spaced hinge
sockets 20 (Fig. 1). At a point diametrically
opposite the hinge 4, a slot or recess 2! is formed
in the flange 16 (Fig. 2) to receive the tongue
8 of the outer cover, and a correspondingly lo-
cated portion of the wall 3 of the casing is pro-
vided with a slot 22 (Figs. 4 t0 6) and a nofch
23 (Fig. 1).

The inner cover or closure member 25 is
formed with a radially extending bifurcated
tongue which is bent, curled or otherwise shaped
to provide hinge sockets 26, and a small coil
spring 21 is interposed between the hinge sockets
28, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3. A pintle 28 ex-
tends through the coil spring 27 and the sockets
20 and 26 and thus provides g pivotal support
for the cover 25. The ends of the coll spring
27 act against the adjacent edge of the cover 25
and the rim I, respectively, and normally urge
the cover toward open position. The tray 12
provides an inner compartment for the recep-
tion of powder and the cover 28§ provides a bottom
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2
“wall of an outer compartment located between

the inner and outer covers.

Where, as here shown, the tray {2 is designed
to hold loose powder, the inner cover 2§ may
be provided with & seal or gasket, and to this
end a layer of compressible packing material 39
is'clamped in place by means of a plate 3t which
is secured to the body of the cover 2§ by a rivet
32 (Fig. D.
position, as shown in Figs. 1 to 3, the fibrous
packing material is under sufficient compres-

_ sion to provide a leak-proof seal about the
* shouldered rim ¢f the tray, and when the cover
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-surface of the outer cover.

25 is opened, as shown by the broken lines in
Fig, 2, its rim engages the bead 3 on the inner
These parts are so
constructed and arranged that when the outer
cover is being swung to closed position, the bead
9 engages the rim of the cover 25 and acts as
a cam element to effect the closing of the inner
cover. The effective length of the bead § which
performs this function includes the nose 10
which projects outwardly from the bead 9 a dis-
tance sufficient to effect the complete closing
of the inner cover when the outer cover is in
fully closed position, as shown in Fig. 3.

- The inner and outer covers are held in closed
position by a releasable locking mechanism
which is normally operative to hold the covers

" in- closed position and which is operable by a

single finger piece to effect the successive re-
lease of the covers. As here shown by way of
example, this mechanism comprises a resilient
member 35 (Fig. 7) formed Ifrom & single piece
of sheet metal or like inherently resilient ma-
terial and this resilient member is shaped to
provide a flexuous element having a bow-like or
substantially U-shaped part consisting of legs
36 and 37 and ah intermediate part 38, and a
hookeéd extension or arm 39 adjoining the leg
31. A catch 40, having an outwardly extending
lip 41 is formed on the intermediate part 38 and
a similar catch 42 having an inwardly extending
lip 43 is formed on the arm 39. A finger piece
45, either formed integral with or secured in
any suitable manner to the part 38, is shaped
to fit the slot 22 in the wall 3 of the casing, and
the catches 40 and 42 are shaped to fit the notches
2! and 23 in the flange 16 and wall §, and the
opening 18 in the rim 15, respectively. These
parts are so constructed and arranged that when
assembled with the casing and tray, the catch

- 48 projects through the notches 2§ and 23 with

" 55

" opening 18 with its retaining lip normally over-

its lip 41 normally positioned to engage the lip
6 of the cover; the catch 42 projects through the

lying the upright wall of the tray so as to en-
gage the edge of the cover 25; the finger piece

o 3 projects through the slot 22 with its end ex-

70 con of Figs, 4 and 5) which is sufficlent to allow

- posed on.the outside of the casing; and the ends
.of the legs 36 and 317 yieldingly engage the curved
- surface of the upright wall of the tray and the

ends of the intermediate part 38 abut the inner
wall 3, and thus hold the parts in the posiiton

“shown in Fig. 4, wherein both catches are held
‘in’locking position,:

.When the finger piece 45 is pressed Inwardly .
-from its normal position (Fig. 4) to the initial

position (Fig. 5), the legs 36 and 31 first spread
apart a slight dlstance (as shown by a compari-

the catch 40 :to move inwardly a distance suffi-

" ctent for its ip #1 to become disengaged from

~ the lip 6, thus. releasing the outer cover § and
' permitting it to be swung open. During this

2,085,882

When the cover 25 is in closed:

\

initial movement the arm 39 and catch 42 have
undergone a very slight counter-clockwise move-

ment which is insufficlent to disturb the engage~

ment between the lip 43 and the rim of the
cover 35. A further inward movement of the
finger piece from the position shown in Fig. 5
to final position (Fig. 6) not only tends to spread
the legs 26 and 37 still further apart, but causes
the leg 37 to act as a lever which swings the arm
39 and catch §2 outwardly away from the edge
of the inner cover (as shown by a comparison
of Figs. 5 and 6) into the position shown in

Fig. 6, wherein the lip 43 is disengaged from the

edge of the cover 25, thus permitting the cover
to swing open by the action of the spring 31.
When the pressure on the finger piece is re-
leased, the inherent resiliency of the legs 36
and 37 effect the return of the parts to normal
position (Fig. 4).

While I have shown and described one desir-
able embodiment of the invention, it is to be
understood that this disclosure is for the pur-
pose of fllustration only and that various changes
in shape, proportion and arrangement of parts,
as well as the substitution of equivalent elements
for those herein shown and described, may be
made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention as set forth in the ap-
pended claims.

I claim:

1. A casing comprising hinged inner and outer
covers, a movable member disposed on the inside
of the casing and movable from a normal posi-
tion to an extended position, a pair of catches
mounted on said movable member and operative
when said movable member is in normal position

to hold the covers in closed position, and a single

finger piece associated with said movable mem-
ber and operative to move said imovable member

to extended position, thereby to effect the suc-

cessive release of said catches.

2. A casing comprising hinged inner and outer
covers, & movable member disposed on the in-
side of the casing and movable from a normal
position to an extended position, & pair of catches
mounted on said movable member and operative
when said movable member is in normal position
to hold the covers in closed position, and & fin-

ger plece associated with said movable member:
and operative to move said movable member to.

extended position, thereby first to release the
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catch for the outer cover and then the catch

for the inner cover.

3. A casing comprising hinged inner and outer
covers, &. movable member disposed on the in-
side of the casing and movable from & normal
position to an extended position, a pafr of catches
mounted on said movable member and operative
when said movable member is in’'normal posi-
tion to hold the covers in- closed position, and
depressible means exposed on the outside of said
casing and- connected to said movable member,
said depressible means being operative to move
said movable member to extended position, there-
by releasing said catches. -

55

65

4. A casing comprising an inner compa.rtment )

a hinged inner cover -closing said inner. com-
partment, a hinged outer cover closing an outer
compartment formed between- the inner and out-
er covers, a movable member “inteiposed be-
tween the inner and outer compartments and
movable from & normal position to an extended
position; a catch for releasably locking the in-

‘ner- cover in closed position, a catch for re-
leasably locking the outer cover in closed posi-

'
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tion, each catch being mounted on said movable
member and operative to release the covers when
said movable member is moved to extended posi-
tion and a finger piece connected to said mov-
able member and operative to move said movable
member to extended position, thereby to effect
the release of said catches.

5. A casing comprising an inner compartment,
& hinged inner cover closing said inner com-
partment, e hinged outer cover closing an outer
compartment formed between the inner and out-
€r covers, & movable member interposed between
the inner and outer compartments and movable
from a normal position to an extended position,
releasable catches .mounted on said movable
member and operative to hold the inner and
outer covers in closed position when said mov-
able member is in normal position, and a de-
pressible finger piece exposed on the outside of
sald casing and associated with said movable
member for successively releasing first the catch
for the outer cover and then the catch for the
inner cover.

6. An article of the class described comprising
a casing, a hinged outer cover, 2 movable mem-
ber disposed on the inside of the casing and
movable from & normal position to an extended
position, a catch for holding the outer cover in
¢closed position, said catch being mounted on said
movable member and movable inwardly to re-
lease the outer cover, a hinged inner cover, a
catch for holding the inner cover in closed po-
sition, the second catch being mounted on said
movable member and movable outwardly to re-
lease the inner cover, and a single finger piece
for moving said movahle member so as to move
the first catch inwardly and the second catch
outwardly. _

7. An article of the class described comprising
a casing, g hinged outer cover, a movable mem-
ber disposed on the inside of the casing and mov-
able from a normal position to an extended po-

‘sition, a catch for holding the outer cover in

closed position, said catch being mounted on
said movable member and movable inwardly to
release the outer cover, a hinged inner cover, a
catch for holding the inner cover in -closed posi-
tion, the second catch being mounted on said
movable member and movable outwardly to re-
lease the inner cover, and a single depressible
finger piece exposed on the outside of the cas-
ing for releasing hoth catches, said catch being
so connected to said movable member that the
initial depression of the finger piece will release
the first catch end further depression of the
finger piece will release the second catch.

8. An article of the class described comprising
& casing having a cover and a releasable catch
for holding it in closed position, g tray within
the casing, a cover for said tray and a releasable
catch for holding it in closed position, a resili-
ent member supporting the catches in locking
position and means connected to said resilient
member for flexing it in such a manner as to
efiect the release of first the cover of the cas-
ing and then the cover of the tray.

8. An article of the class described comprising
a casing, an outer cover for said casing, a powder
tray within said casing, an inner cover for said
tray, and releasable means for locking the inner
and outer covers in closed position, said means
comprising a resilient member interposed between
said tray and casing, catches mounted on said

. resilient member and engageable with said cov-

ers, sald resilient member normally holding said

3

catches in position to engage said covers, and a
depressible finger plece operative to flex said resil-

ient member, thereby successively to release first -

sald catch for said inner cover and then the
catch for the outer cover.

10. An article of the class described compris-
ing & casing, an outer cover for said casing, a
powder tray disposed within said casing, an inner
cover for said tray, and releasable means for lock-
Ing the inner and outer covers in closed position,
sald means comprising a resilient member inter-
posed between said tray and casing, catches
mounted on said resilient member and engageable
with said inner and outer covers, said resilient
member normally holding said catches in position
to engage said covers, and a depressible finger
plece having a part exposed on the outside of said
casing and operative to flex said resilient mem-
ber, thereby successively to release said catches.

11. An article of the class described compris-
Ing a casing, an outer cover for said casing, a
powder tray disposed within said casing, an inner
cover for said tray, and releasable means for lock-
ing the covers in closed position, said means com-
prising a resilient member interposed between
said tray and casing, g pair of catches carried
by said member and normally held in & position
to engage said covers to hold them in closed po-
sition, and a finger piece operative to depress a
part of said member and cause a successive move-
ment of said catches relative to said tray and
casing, thereby to effect the successive release of
said catches.

12. An article of the class described comprising
8 casing, an outer cover for said casing, a powder
tray disposed within said casing, an inner cover
for said tray, and releasable means for locking the
covers in closed position, said means comprising a
pair of releasable catches engageable with said
covers to lock them in closed position, a resilient
member interposed between said tray and casing,
said resilient member supporting and acting on
said catches normally to hold them in locking po-
sition, and & finger piece connected to said resili-
ent member intermediate its ends, whereby de-
pression of said finger piece effects the release of
said catches.

13. An article of the class described comprising
& casing, an outer cover for said casing, a powder
tray disposed within said casing, an inner cover
for said tray, and releasable means for locking the
covers in closed position, said means comprising
an arcuate shaped resilient member interposed
between said tray and casing, a catch carried by
said member intermediate its ends and normally
engageable with said outer cover to hold it in
closed position, a second catch carried by said
member and normally positioned to engage
said inner cover to hold it in closed position, and
& finger piece secured to said member and opera-
tive when depressed to effect first the release of
the first catch and then the release of said second
catch,

14. An article of the class deseribed compris-
ing a casing, an outer cover for said casing having
an infurned liv, & powder tray disposed within
said casing, an inner cover for said tray, and re-
leasable means for locking the covers in closed
position, said means comprising a catch movable
from a locking position, wherein it engages said

" lip to hold said outer cover closed, inwardly to

8 position where it is clear of said lip, a second
catch movable from & locking position, wherein
it engages the inner cover, outwardly to & position
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clear of sald cover, a resilient member interposed
between said tray and casing and supporting said
catches normally to hold them in locking position,
and a depressible finger piece connected to said
member intermediate its ends, so that depression
of said finger piece first effects the inward move-
ment of the first catch to release the outer cover
and then the outward movement of the second
catch to release the inner cover.

15. A casing comprising inner and outer covers

hinged to.sald easing at spaced points, the inner
surface of the outer cover having an arcuste
beaded portion adjacent to its periphery and a

_nose constituting a cam element engageable with

the rim of the inner cover and operative to swing
1t to closed position, and releasable catches opera-
tive to lock said covers when swung to closed po-

- sition,

WINFRED T. PARKIN,
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