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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that WILLIAM J. 

citizen of the United States, residing, at 
Memphis, in the county of Shelby and State 
of Tennessee, has invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Crates, of which 
the following is a specification, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in crates and has relation more par 
ticularly to a device of this general char 
acter, especially designed and adapted for 
use in the packing of axe handles or kindred 
articles and it is an object of the invention 
to provide a novel and improved device of 
this general character whereby a plurality 
of handles are effectively maintained in a 
compact, form and in a manner whereby the 
same may be readily transported or stored. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a novel and improved device of this 
general character provided with a compart 
ment or housing adapted to contain a Sup 
ply of wedges or the like for use in connec 
tion with the handles contained within the 
crate. . . . 
The invention consists in the details of 

construction and the combination and ar 
rangement of the several parts of my in 
proved signal whereby certain important ad 
vantages are attained and the device ren 
dered simpler, less expensive and otherwise 
more convenient and advantageous for use, 
as will hereinafter be more fully set forth. 
The novel features of my invention will 

hereinafter be definitely claimed. 
In order that my invention may be the 

better understood, I will now proceed to 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a 
crate constructed in accordance with an em 
bodiment of my invention, and 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal Sectional view 
taken through the device as illustrated in 
Figure 1. 
As disclosed in the accompanying draw 

ings, my improved crate comprises elongated 
side members 1 of desired dimensions alad 
arranged in parallelism. Adjacent ends of 
the sile members 1 are connected by a head 
2 interposed therebetween with the Outer 
face of said head 2 preferably flush with 
the adjacent ends of the side member 1. 
Rridging the space between the side mem. 
bers and secured to the end portions of 

MoRRIs, a 

members 1 and is 

said side members immediately adjacent the 
head 2 are the cross members or cleats 3, the 
outer longitudinal edges of said cleats 3 be 
ing substantially flush with the adjacent end 
edges of the members 1 and the 
of the head 2. . . - 

outer face 
60 

The applied members or. cleats 3 in con 
junction with the adjacent end portions of 

- - - . . . . . . . . . 65 

a pocket or chamber A in which end poi 
the side members 1 and the head 2 provide 
tions of the axe handles or the like are re 
ceived. The opposite end portions of the 
handles or the like are received within a 
chamber Barranged inwardly of the head 
4. The head 4 bridges, the space between the 

positioned at a predeter 

70 

mined distance inwardly of the ends of the 
side members 1 remote from the head 2. 
Secured to said end portions of the side 
members 1 are the relatively broad members. 
or cleats 5, the outer longitudinal edges of 

75 

which being substantially flush with the ad 
jacent ends of the side members: 1. The 

80 
cleats 5 are positioned inwardly of the head 
4 whereby the desired cha. 

inner longitudinal edges of the members, or 

vided. . . . 
The members or cleats 5 and the adj acent 

end portions of the side members 1 out 
wardly of the head 4 provide a compart 

mber B is pro 

85 

ment C adapted to contain wedges of the 
like intended for use in connection with the 
handles contained within the crate. The 
outer face of the compartment C is adapted 90 
to be closed by the head 6, which, when in . 
closed position. fits snugly within the outer 
portion of the compartment C. Each end 
of the head 6 is hingedly or pivotally con 
nected as at 7 adjacent a longitudinal mar 95 
ginal portion of said head 6 with a side 
member 1 of the crate, whereby the head 6 
may be readily swung into either open or 
closed position as desired. - 
When the head 6 is in closed position the OO 

same is locked against Swinging movement 
by a brad or nail 8 disposed through the 
adjacent end portion of each side member 1 
and penetrating an end of the head 6 and 
preferably at a point adjacent the free lon 
gitudinal edge of said head 6. In order that 
the head 6 may be readily and conveniently 
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swung into open position I provide the cent 
tral part of the free longitudinal marginal 
portion of the head 6 with a recess or notch 
9 through which the digit of a hand may be 
readily inserted. v 
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For the purpose of shipment or Storing, 
after the axe handles or the like have been 
properly contained within the crate the 
wedges or the like are placed within the coin 
partment C and the closure member locked 
in closed position. By 

with the required number of wedges for use 
in conjunction therewith. 

it will also be understood that when ap 
plying the axe handles or the like within 
the casing C, one of the side members or 
cleats 3 or 5 is removed and applied after 
the axe handles or the like have been prop 
erly positioned within the crate. 
From the foregoing description it is 

thought to be obvious that a crate construct 
ed in accordance with my invention is par 
ticularly well adapted for use by reason of 
the convenience and facility with which it 
may be assembled and operated, and it will 
also be obvious that may invention is sus 
ceptible of some change and modification 
without departing from the principles and 
spirit thereof and for this reason i do not 
wish to be understood as limiting myself to 
the precise arrangement and formation of 
the several parts herein shown in carrying 
out my invention in practice except as here 
inafter claimed. 

I claim: 
1. A shipping crate of the class described 

comprising side members, end members con 
necting the side members, one of said end 
members being positioned inwardly of the 
adjacent end of the side member, cleats con 

this means a ship 
ment of axe handles may be accompanied 
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necting opposite sides of the side members 
and extending inwardly of the end members, 
the cleats adjacent the first named end mem 
ber extending outwardly thereof to provide 
a compartment, and a closure member for 
said compartment. 

2. A shipping crate of the class described 
comprising side members, end members con 
necting the side members, one of Said end 
members being positioned inwardly of the 
adjacent end of the side member, cleais con 
necting opposite sides of the side members 
and extending inwardly of the end members, 
the cleats adjacent, the first named end mem 
ber extending outwardly thereof to provide 
a compartment, a closure member for said 
compartment, and means for pivotally con 
necting said closure member with the side 
members. 

3. A shipping crate of the class described 
comprising side members, end members con 
necting the side members, one of said end 
members being positioned inwardly of the 
adjacent end of the side member, cleats con 
necting opposite sides of the side members 
and extending inwardly of the end mem 
bers, the cleats adjacent the first named end 
member extending outwardly thereof to pro 
vide a compartment, a closure member for 
said compartment, means fol' pivotally con 
necting said closure member with the side 
members, a marginal portion of the closure 
member being provided with a recess. 

in testimony whereof thereunto affix my 
signature. 

WLAM. J. MORRS. 
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