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(57) Abstract:  The present invention resolves the
problems associated with traditionally distinct media-based
systems (100) by providing an integrated solution, which is
medium independent and has the capability of interfacing
with various types of communication systems (350). In
particular, the present invention provides a simple interface
via a selection transceiver (330) for the user to interact
with traditional media (310, 320) as well as any new types
of media (310, 320) that might later be developed. In
addition, a gateway (340) provides an interface between the
selection transceiver (330) and a communication network
(350). Furthermore, the processing unit (360), which
receives the data codes received by the selection transceiver
(330) from the various mediums (310, 320), provides the
user with a convenient mechanism to communicate via the
communication network (350) with the source units (e.g.,
merchants) (310, 320) without interrupting the activities
of the user. Lastly, the present invention provides the
source units (310, 320) with a cost effective mechanism
for disseminating information to users and obtaining
potentially immediate responses back from the users
as to their selections. This present invention, therefore,
achieves a low cost, simple, secure, easy to use, integrated
selection and distribution system (100) by eliminating the
reliance on any one form of media (310, 320), any one
form of communication (350) for the user to communicate
selections to the source unit (310, 320) and eliminating the
need for sophisticated encryption techniques.
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-- small business access to 11,000 networks worldwide";| ------—--—-
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lines 15-17.
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Box [ Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet)

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: 19

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

2.1 Since claim 19 can not depend from itself, the scope and meaning of this claim can not be determined.

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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