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To all whom it may concern.:

Beitknown that LRIcHARD B, PoTTS, 8 Citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Edmond,
in the county of Oklahoma, and Territory of
Oklahoma, Nave invented new and useful Im-
Provementsin Platoon-Batteries, of which the

following is g specification,

Thisinvention relates to a platoombattery,
and has for its objects to provide g gun-car-
riage upon which g plurality of breech-load-
ing magazine-rifies or similar small-armg may
be mounted and fixed in firing position with
great rapidity and little labor and when so
mounted may be loaded, cocked, and fired
simu]taneously, and.to provide means carried
by the carriage for storing the guns and their
attachments when detached.

Tsalso hasforits object to provideimproved

in their aimed position the entire series of
guns; and, finally, it has for its object to im-
prove the construction and efficiency of thig

" class of batteries generally,
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To these ends my invention consists in the
features and in the construction or arrange-
ment of parts hereinafter described, and
pointed out in the claims following the de-
seription, reference being had to the accom-
Danying drawings, formin gapartof thisspeci-
fication, wherein—

Figure 1 is a plan view of m Yy improved bag-
tery.  Fig. 2is a detail view of the universal
Jjoint for Supporting the sun-supporting plat-
form. Tig.3is averticalsectional view taken
on the line 3 3 of Fig. 1, anq Figs. 4, 5, 6, and
7 are detail views of some of the parts.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
indieates the ba-tt:ery-cam'iage, consisting of
an axle 2, wheelg 3, mounted thercon, and g
trail 4, attached at its forward end to the car-

riage.  Attached to the carriage by bolts 5 or
equivalent fastenings is a plate ¢, formingone

member of a two-part clamp, said Plate being
centrally provided with a cup-shaped recess
7 and near its opposite ends with slots or re-
The slot 9 is preferably ree-
tangular in shape and is longer in one direc-
tion than in the other, as shown and for the
burpose hereinafter deseribed. A plate 10
forms the other member of said clamp and ig
provided, with a cup-shaped recess.1 1, corre-
sponding to the recess 7 in the plate 6 and

“means for simulmneously aitfiing andholdin g7

|

. the manner of

‘adapted to register with the latter when the
two plates are secured in position.. One engd
of the plate 10 is provided with a hooked ex.
tension 12,
aperture S in the plate G and operates to ate
tach the two ends of the plates together after
ahinge. "The othay end of the
plate 10 is provided with a bolt-hole that reg-
isters with the slot 9,
and hole is passed a bolt 13, having a trans-
Versel;'-elon gated head 14, which when turned
to register with the slof
through the latter to permit of the separation
of the two Pplates, but when, turned trans-
versely to said slot serves, in conjunetion with
a nut 15, tapped over the other end of gaid
bolt, to hold the two plates together. The
nut 15 ig brovided with
weans of which vhe nut may be quickly
Screwed and unserewed, Seated in-the cup-
‘shaped recesses in said Dlates is the spherical
end of g pintle 17, provided near its upper
end with a fixed collar 18, the upper end of
said pintle being threaded and having tapped
on said threaded end a nut 19.  The pintle
17 serves as

frame 20, consisting of a bar 21, swiveled on
the upper end of the pintle and resting on the
collar 18 and secured in place thereon by the
nut 19, Upon the upper side of said bar are
formed oraffixed g plurality of collars 22, each
adapted for the reception of the harrel of @
magazine rifle oy gun,

To the under side of the bar 21 are Pivoted
connecting-bars 23, that at their other ends
aredetachably connected toa bar 24 by meanys
of pivot-bolts 25, that are swiveled in the ends
of the connecting-bary 23 and are provided
With elongated Leads 26, that ave adapted to
be passed through cortresponding apertures
27 in the bar 24 ang then turned. The bar
24 is provided with g Plurality

and in alinement with the latter, said collars
23 being adapted for the reception of the for-
ward ends of the gun-barrels. The collars 28
and 22 are Dbreferably provided with front
and rear sights 29, respectively.,

The magazine-guns herein illustrated as
mounted in the gun-supporting frame 20 are
the well-known Winchester rifles, in which
a vibrating hand-lever operates mechanism

thatisadapted to be inserted in the

and through said slot.

‘a hand-lever 16, by~

a support for the gun-supporting’

of collarg 28, .
corresponding in numibor to the collarg 22 9

Gc

9 may be withdrawn
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{o cject the empty shell, place a cartridgo in

lie breech, and set the firing mechanism, and
a trigger operates to release the firing mech-
anism to discharge the gun.  The construe-
tion of the Winchester rifle is so well known
to those skilled in ithe art that a detailed de-
seription or illustration of the sanie is un-
necessary. The barrels of the guns 30 are
inserted in the coltars 22 and 28, and to one
side of each of the gun-barrels is attached
the forward end of a flat spring 31, the free
end of which is bent inward toward the bar-
rel to form a shoulder 32, said spring, when
the barrel is inserted in the collars 22 and 28,
lying flat against the barrel to permit its free
passage through said collars, but springing
laterally away from the barrel when the lat-
ter has been thrust forward fully into place,
so as to cause the shoulder 32 to abut against
the front side of the collar.28 and  prevent
the recoil of the gun. The levers 33, thatop-

erate the mechanism for ejecting the empty
shells,feeding the cartridgesinto the breeches,’

and setting the firing mechanism in the nsual
manner, arc detachably connected to alever-
bar 34, common to all of said levers, in the
following manner: The bar 84 is provided
with a series of slots 35 of the proper size and
shape to receive the ends of said levers. To
the opposite sides of said levers are attached
flat springs 36, which near their free ends are
bent to form depressions 37, and the adjacent
sides of the lever opposite said depressions’
are provided with corresponding indentures
38, in which the depressed portions of the
springs are adapted to scat. The springs 36
normally project at their free ends-from the
sides of the levers 83 in such manner that
their depressed portions are thrown outward’
in opposite directions. To attach the lever-
bar 34 to the levers 33, it is only necessary to
slip the slotted portions of said lever-bar over
the ends of the levers, when the springs 36
will be compréssed against the sides of the le-
vers until the bar reachés the depressions 37,
upon which the springs will spread outwardly
and grasp the lever-bar, forming a rigid at-
tachment between the lever-bar and the le-
vers. A trigger-Lar 39, provided with slots
10, is alsgattached tothe ends of the triggers
41, the triggers being provided with springs
42, that dperate fo /hold the trigger-bar in
place upon tll(?/gfiggm’s in the same manner
that the lever-bar is attached to the levers,
and which necd ndgt, therefore, be more fully
described. - ‘ :
Attached to the axle 2 of the carriage is a

" gun and ammunition chest 43, in which may
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be stored the guns and. their attachments
when dismounted and a lithited supply of
ammunition. Yy - v
“The dperation of ‘my improved batbery is
as follows: Assuming that the parts are set
up in Pposition for operation, as. above de-
scribed : and that it is desired to dismount
the guns and their attachments for transpor-

e ! -
tation, the trigger-bar and lever-bar are re-,

Dbar thgrefrom.

moved from the triggersand levers by com-
pressing the springs 36 and 42 and slipping
said bars from off the cnds of the triggers
and levers.. The springs 31 on the gun-bar-
rels ave then compressed and the guns with-
drawn from the collars 22 and 28 on the gun-
supporting frame, and.the bar 24 is next re-
moved by turning the bolts 25 and lifting the
) The connecting-bars 23 are
finally swung underneath the bar 21,in which
position they are out of the way and pro-
tected from injury. The guns, the bar 24,
and the lever and trigger barsare then stored
in the chest 43, upon which the entire device
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is ready for transportation without liability -

of damage to any of the parts.

To set up the battery for operation the
above-described operation is reversed, the
bag 24 being first attached to the connecting-
bars 23, the guns next slipped into their col-
lars, and the trigger and lever bars finally

slipped over the ends of the triggers and le-

vers. In this operation the springs on the
guns and on the triggers and levers atttomat-
ically snap into place, permitting the battery
tobe set up foraction almost instantanegusly.
When ready for action, all the guns may be
simulianeously aimed by turning the guun-
supporting frame upon its pintle 17 by first

85
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slightly loosening the hand-nut 15 of the -

clamp, and after the guns have been properly
aimed the hand-nut is tightened, holding
them rigidly in position for firing. The
spherical-headed pintle and its clamp form a
ball-and-socket joint, whereby the guns may
be freely trained in every direction. When
correctly aimed, allthe guns are simulta-
neously fired by oscillating the trigger-bar 39
rearward, thus releasing the firing mechan-
ism of each gun and causing the guns to fire
a volley. After the gnns have been dis-
charged they are simultancously prepared
for firing anothér volley by oscillating the
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105

lever-bar 34 rearward and then forward, -
which operates the mechanism for cjecting

the shells, feeding new cartridges into place,
and setting the firing mechanism.  These
operations may be continuously repeated,
whereby volleys follow oné another with great
rapidity. -
1 have illustrated my improved battery as
provided with a series of Winchester rifles,
but it will be readily understood - that guns
of a similar type may bo substituted for those
shown. . -
Tlaving described any invention, what I
claim is— ’ ’

*1. In a platoon-battery, the combination

with a wheeled carriage, of a plurality of

magazine-guns detachably miounted on said

carriage, means for simultancously charging
and setting in firing positien said guns, means
for simultaneously firing the guns, and a
chest.carried by the carriage for the storage
of the guns and their attachments when de-
tached, substantially as described.

“2. In a platoon-battery, the combination
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with a wheeled carriage, of a gun-supporting
frame 20 mounted thereon, a plurality of co-
incident collars 22 and 28 fixed on said frame

- forthe reception of a plurality of guns, means

5 for simultaneously loading and discharging
said guns, and springs 31 arranged on the
gun-barrels and operating to engage the col-
lars 22 to prevent the recoil of the guns, sub-
stantially as deseribed.:

1o 3. In a platoon-battery, the combination
with a wheeled carriage, of a gun-supporting
frame 20 mounted thereon and provided with
means for detachably holding a plurality of
guns said frame consisting of a bar 21 at-

‘15 tached to the carriage by a universal joint,
connecting - bars 23 pivotally connected at
their rear ends to said bar 21, and a bar 24
detachably connected to the forward ends of
the said connecting-bars, substantially as de-

20 seribed. . : .

4. In a platoon-battery, the combination
with a wheeled carriage, of a gun-supporting

" frame 20 mounted thereon and consisting of
a bar 21 attached to the carriage by a univer-

25 sal joint, conneeting-bars 23 pivotally con-
-nected at their rear ends to said bar 21, and
having swiveled in their forward ends pivot-
bolts 25 provided with elongated heads 26, a
bar 24 having-slots 27 for the reception of
the heads of said bolts, and means carried
by the.said bars 21 and 24 for detachably
holding a plurality of guns, substantially as
described. -

. 5. In a

30

platoon-battery, the combination

35 with a wheeled carriage, of a two-part clamp |

consisting of a.plate € fixed on the carriage,
a plate 10 movably connected to said plate G,
said plates being provided with cup-shaped
recesses 7 and 11, a spindle 17 having a spher-
ical head seated in said recesses, means for
clamping the plates ¢ and 10 about the spher-
ical head, a gun-supporting frame mounted
on said spindle, and means for detachably
mounting a plurality of guns on said frame,
45 Substantially as described. - '
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.porting frame,
-mounted on said frame and each provided

6. In a blatoon-battery, the combination
with a wheeled carriage, of a two-part clamp
consisting of a plate ¢ fixed on the carriage,

a plate 10 attached at one end by a hinged
connection to the plate 6, a bolt 13 adjustably so
connecting thesother ends of said plates, the
said plates being provided with cup-shaped
recesses 7 and 11, aspindle 17 having a spher-
ical head seated in said recesses, & gun-sup- -
porting frame swiveled on said spindle, and 55
means for detachably mounting a plurality

of guns on said frame, substantially as de-
scribed, © - :

7. In a Platoon-battery, the combination
with a wheeled carriage carrying a gun-sup- 6e
porting frame, a plurality of magazine-guns
detachably mounted on said frame eachhav-
ing a lever 33 for operating the ejecting and
loading mechanism, and a trigger 41, and a

| lever-bar 34 and trigger-bar 39 detachably 65

connected to said levers and triggers for si-
multaneously loading and firing all the guns,
substantially as described. .
8. In a platoon-battery, the eombination
with a wheeled carriage carrying a gun-sup--
magazine - guns detachably

70

with a lever 33 for operating the ejectinig and
loading mechianism, and a trigger 41, springs -
36 and 42 respectively attached at one end to 75
the said levers and triggers and provided at

their free ends with shouldered recesses, and

a lever-bar 34 and trigger-bar 39 each pro-
vided with a plurality of slots to permit the
passage therethrough of the ends of the £aid
levers and triggers, the springs 36 and 42 op-
erating to engage and hold said bars in place,
substantially as described.

- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subseribing wit- 85
nesses. - - ‘
RICHARD B. POTTS.
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\VitﬁeSsés: _
Guy F. SMITH,
JoHN M. DavIs.



