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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

LEOPOLD BRETON, OF PARIS, FRANCE.

PICTURE-EXHIBITOR.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 686,965, dated November 19, 1901,
Application filed April 9,1901. Serial No. 54,877, (Mo model))

To all whom it may concerr:

Be it known that I, LEOPOLD BRETON, a
citizen of the Republic of France, residing
at Paris, France, have invented certain Im-
provements in Pieture-Exhibitors, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to the class of de-
vicesforexhibiting a picture or picturesinter-
spersed with advertising cards or notices in
succession, but notin the manner of a kineto-

scope; and the object of the invention is in |

the main to provide a simple and automatic-
ally - operative means for segregating and
bringing before the eyepieces each picture
of the group, one after another, and holding
it in position for observation for a moment
and for returning the pictures to their first
position simultaneously with the winding up
of the motor-spring.

Intheaccompanying drawings, whichserve
to illustrate an embodiment of the invention,
Figure 1is a front elevation of the interior
exhibiting mechanism. Fig. 2 is a vertical
transverse section of the exhibitor. Fig. 31is
a detail secti*aal view, the plane of the sec-
tion being designated by line A B in Fig. 1.
Fig. 4is a detached sectional view of the hing-
ing device of a picture. Figs. 5 and 6 illus-
trate in front view and section a modified
construction of the mount for the picture.

The exhibitor or apparatus consists, as

herein shown, of a box or casing a, having in
its front an eyepiece or eyepieces b, which
may be stereoscopie, if desired. In this box
is mounted ihe mechanism for supporting,
segregating, and exhibiting the pictures, this
mechanism being preferably supported on
the back wall ¢ of the box. On the back ¢
are fixed twosupports or bearing-brackets d,
in which is rotatively mounted a main hori-
zontal shaft e, On therespective ends of this
shaftare fixed two disks f,each furnished near
its periphery with a series of holes to provide
bearings for the hinging-rods g of the respec-
tive pictures or the like s to be exhibited.
The pictures may be mounted on plates, and
each is provided with a hinge-plate j. These
hinge-plates may be constructed in any con-
venient manner. As a variation from this
meansof mounting the picture, a plate x (seen
in Figs. § and 6) may beused. Thisplate has
keepers at three sides to hold the picture in

position. The hinge-plate may be in this
construction formed integrally in the plate.
The rods g may be headed or flattened at one
end and a cover-plate [ be fitted over their
heads and secured to the disk f by a screw.

Around the shaft e is a volute motor-spring
m, the free end of which bears against a suit-
able stop n, and said shaft also carries a
ratchet-wheel 0, engaged by a pawl p, carried
by a disk ¢. This disk is fixed to a sleeve
which turnsloosely on ihe shaft ¢, and on this
sleeve is fixed a gear-wheel ». This wheel »
is connected through a train of gearing r*
with a regulating-fly #" or other similar de-
viee for regulating the speed.

At the upper part of the chamber in the box
is mounted pivotally a check-detent s, and a
spring connected to the upper end of this de-
tent holds lugs w thereon up to fixed parts
of the casing. 'The upper edge of the picture
h being displayed takes behind the detent s,
and the picture is thus held upright in front
of the eye piece or piecesb. The upright pic-
tures back of the detent are held pressed up
thereto by a spring #*. (Seen in Fig. 2.)

The apparatus is provided with a lifter-
frame consisting of two arms v, provided
with rollers z and adapted to turn freely
about the shaft e, being connected by trans-
verse tie-rods to form a rigid frame. Exte-
rior to the box and on the shaft ¢ is loosely
mounted a crank or handle €%, carrying on its
boss within the box a radial pin or stud <,
adapted to strike or engage a tappet ¥ on the
lifter-frame when the handle ¢ is raised, and
thus lift or swing said frame upward. A lug
2w on the boss of the handle is also adapted
to engage a stud or pin 2z on the shaft e, so
that in moving the handle upward the shaft
e will be rotated and the spring m wound up.
When the handle X is elevated from its low-
est position, Fig. 1, to its higher position, it
elevates the lifter-frame, which takes under
the exhibited piectures and raises them to
their position back of the check-detent s at
one operation, the detent yielding to let them
pass. At the same time the lug w acts upon
the stud or pin 2 to rotate the shaft e back
and wind up the spring m, as well as to carry
back the hinge-rods g of the pictures. The

pictures being all set back of the detent s, the
one next to the detent will be presented prop-
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erly to the eyepieces b, and as the shaft ¢ is
turncd slowly forward by the spring m the
hinging -rods of the pictures descend and
draw down the latter, so as to free their up-
per edges one by one from the detent s, when
they fall by gravity forward below the line of
sight of the observer. In Fig. 2 four of the
pictures are represented as fallen and one as
in the act of falling.

The apparatus may be provided with any
suitable stop device to enablethe observer to
detain any picture at which he may belooking.

It will be noted that my exhibitor is not de-
signed to act as a chromatrope or kinetoscope
nor by eontinuous rotation in one direction
of the rotative picture-carrier.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. In a picture-exhibitor, the combination
with the rotatable carrier for the pictures,
means for antomatically rotating said carrier
forward, a spring check-detent which engages
the upper edges of the pictuves, and a spring
back of the pictures which keepsthem pressed
up to the detent, of means for simultaneously
winding up the motor-spring and for return-
ing the pictures to their first or normal posi-
tion. :

686,965

2. In a picture-exhibitor, the combination
with a rotatable pieture-carrier and its shaft,
and means for automatically rotating said
carrier forward, of the spring check-detent s
situated above and forward of the axis of the
carrier, said detent adapted to yield to per-
mit the pictures to pass in one direction, the
hinged lifting-frame and the erank or handle,
loosely mounted on the shaft of the earrier
and provided with the pin 4, and the lug w,
the stud y on the lifting-frame to engage the
pin ¢ and the stud z on the carrier-shaft to
engage the lug w.

3. A picture-exhibitor comprising an in-
closing casing with an eyepiece set therein, a
rotatable carrier for the pictures, a check-de-
tent s for holding the picture in position for
observation, and meansforrotating said car-
rier backward and lifting and earrying back
the pictures that have been exhibited, sub-
stantially as set forth. v

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name, this 15th day of March, 1901, in the
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

LEOPOLD BRETON.

Witnesses:
JULES NUNENGACER,
EDWARD P. MACLEAN,
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