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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
RUBEN PEREZ, OF BUENOSAIRES, ARGENTINA. 

STAMP OR SEAL. 

1,385,490. 

To all whom it may concern: . . . . . . 
Be it known that I, RUBEN PEREz, citizen 

of and resident of Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
proved Stamps or Seals, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to a new and use 

ful improvement in a stamp or Seal, and has 
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for its principal object the provision of a 
combination of devices in such an apparatus, 
permitting the same to be changed so that 
the central part may consist of a special and 
characteristic design, such as thumb-print, 
portrait, and the like, which may be readily 
removed and changed at will. 
The value of a digital impression for iden 

tification is well known, and it is the general 
practice to produce the impression from the 
thumb or finger itself, but in order to uti 
lize such an impression in combination with 
other devices to form a characteristic Seal, it 
is inconvenient to make the impression di 
rectly, since it would be very difficult to pre 
serve always the same relative position be 
tween such impression and the other parts 
of the design, and to prevent the digital im 
pression from impinging and partially ob 
literating the other parts of the impression 
of the stamp or seal. 

I accomplish the purposes of this inven 
tion by means of the hereinafter described 
combination of parts forming a complete 
stamp or seal, a preferred form of which is 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view seen from above: 
Fig. 2 a vertical section of the main part or 
body of the apparatus showing the central 
movable carrier advanced to the proper posi 
tion for removing and changing the digital 
impression stamp or other similar part: Fig. 
3 is a vertical section of said removable part; 
Fig. 4 is a reversed view of the central 
stamp-holder; Fig. 5 a plan view of the 
face of the same; and Fig. 6 a vertical sec 
tion of the same; Fig. 7 is a perspective view 
of the complete apparatus: Figs. 8, 9, 10 and 
11 are details hereinafter explained; Fig. 
12 a plan or base view of the complete ap 
paratus; and Fig. 13 a view of the body of 
the apparatus with the central carrier for 
the removable device placed on a level with 
the printing surface of the stamp, ready to 
make impressions. 
As will be seen from the said drawings, 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented July 26, 1921. 
Application filed March 12, 1920. Serial No. 365,304, 

the apparatus consists of a handle, a, where 
on is screwed or otherwise suitably mounted 
the head or principal part of the apparatus, 
(Figs. 2 and 13) comprising a spring con 
trolled part or removable design carrier b 
mounted in a circular seat of the frame a 
and having its shank Surrounded by a spiral 
Spring f which normally acts to cause the 
carrier b to emerge from its seating and take 
the position shown in Fig. 2, whereas by 
pressure on the face of the movable part b 
it. Will be moved to the position shown in 
Fig. 13, where it is retained by a catch lever 
d in combination with adjusting screw e. 
The face of the carrier b is provided with a 
suitable “dove-tail” slot wherein may be in 
troduced the correspondingly formed slide 
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g (Fig. 3) On the surface of which is en 
graved the digital impression or other design 
forming the changeable part of the stamp 
or seal. . . . . . . . . 

The main body or head-frame e is pro 
vided with an outer annular part J. whereon is engraved the permanent or stationary part 
of the stamp or seal design; with the set 
Screw l which holds the latter firmly in place 
when in the operative position; and with the 
iterior thread (; for fastening to the han 
dle a. 
Operation: Grasping the stamp by the 

handle a with the left hand so that the thumb 
rests on the catch d and with the stamp in 
vertical position, base upward and the set 
screw a toward the right; loosen the latter 
allowing the sliding carrier b to protrude 
under the influence of the spring f, place the 
slide 9 containing the removable design in 
the dove-tail slot of the carrier b, press down 
the catch d and press the carrier b into its 
place in annular part h, and tighten the set 
screw l, then place the stamp face downward 
On a smooth surface, Such as a glass, table, 
or the like. and again releasing the set-screw 
l, the spring f will cause the printing surface 
of the slide of to be exactly leveled with the 
stationary printing ring h, where it may then 
be finally secured by means of the set-screw l, 
the stamp being now ready for use. 

It is contemplated by the inventor that the 
removable slide of containing the thumb 
rint or other individual characteristic is to 
retained in the possession of its owner, 

for which purpose a small pocket case may be 
provided, so that by means of the invention 
each member of a firm, family, club or the 
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like, may make use of a common stamp or 
seal, adding thereto his individual charac 
teristic impression consisting of a digital im 
pression, portrait, or any other design which 
he may prefer; although the main idea of the 
seal is to permit the use of a thumb-print 
in combination with a seal, and as such a 
use is novel according to the information and 
belief of the inventor, it is herein especially 
claimed regardless of the form of construc 
tion used, which as given in the drawing is 
by Way of example solely. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim and desire to protect by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States of America, is: 

1. In a stamp or seal, the combination of 
a printing surface composed of a permanent 
or stationary part and a removable or 
changeable part, means for removing or 
changing the said removable or changeable 
part, means for holding in operative posi 
tion the said movable part, and means con 
sisting of a sliding carrier whereby the 
changeable part may be protruded above the 
level of the permanent printing surface part 
and the changeable part removed or intro 
duced in said carrier. 

2. In a stamp or seal the combination of a 
printing surface comprising an outer annu 
lar permanent part, and an inner circular 
removable part, means for removing or 
changing the said removable or changeable 
part, means for holding in operative posi 
tion the said movable part, and means con 
sisting of a sliding carrier whereby the 
changeable inner circular part may be pro 
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truded above the level of the outer fixed an 
nular part and the changeable part removed 
or introduced in said carrier. 

3. A stamp or seal comprising the combi 
nation of a head or principal part provided 
with an outer annular stationary printing 
surface, a printing design on said surface, 
a sliding device disposed to move recipro 
cally in the central part of the said head 
and having its outer surface slotted wherein 
to place a removable slide or disk, a printing 
design on the surface of the said slide or 
disk, said slide or disk being removable when 
protruded above the level of the said sta 
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tionary printing design, substantially as de 
scribed. - 

4. A stamp or seal comprising the combi 
nation of a head or principal part provided 
with an outer annular stationary printing 
surface, a printing design engraved on said 
surface, a sliding device disposed to move 
reciprocally in the central part of the said 
head and having its outer surface slotted 
wherein to place a removable slide or disk, 
a printing design consisting of a thumb or 
digital print on the surface of Said slide or 
disk, said slide or disk being removable 
when protruded above the level of the said 
stationary printing design, substantially as 
described. . . . . . . 
Signed at Buenos Aires, Argentina, this 

sixth day of February, A. D. 1920. 
RUBEN PEREZ. 

Witnesses: - -: 

H.W. HuNTINGTON, 
RoDOLFO RAM frEZ. 
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