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To all whon it may concern.s

Be it known that T, Woonsox T. Mer-
criant, o citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Louisville, in the county of Jefferson
and State of Kentucky, have invented cer-
tain new and uscful Tprovements in Hos-
pital-Beds, of which the following is a
gpecification.

This invention velates to improvements
in beds of the kind generally known as hos-
pital or invalid beds, and it comprises suit-
able supporting posls, a matiress- frame
thereon composed of two scctions, one of
which extends beyond and is seenved to the
foot posts, the sections being hinged  to-
gether at one of the foot posts, so that the
foot section and the other fool post way be
swung to one side of the main section to per-
mit the physician or attendant to stand in
the gpuce normally oeeupied by the foot sec-

‘tion of the mattress. \

The matiress is made In two sections, the

Tower or Toot section heing movable onto the
extended foot section of the bed so ag to
break the mattress in the middle and permit
the use of a commode without swinging the
foot seetion of the bed frame Lo one side,
and also in order that the foot section of the
bed frame may support the foot section of
the matiress when the former 1s swung away
from normal position.
. Phe invention also comprises an adjust-
ably supported commode, or douche pan ar-
ranged at the center of the bed, which may
be moved upward for use.when the mattress
sections are moved apart and may bemoved
downward beneath the mattress when not in
use.

Tn the accompanying drawing,—Iigure 1
is a side elevation cf the invahd bed em-
bodying my invention, the parts being
shown 11 normal positions in full lines; Fig.

2 is a side view , partly in scction, of the com-

3 is a top plan

mode or douche pan; Fig.
a section on the

view of the same; Iig. 4 is
line 4—4 of Fig. 1; Fig. 5 is a detail view
showing the hinge in one side of the bed
frame; Fig. 6 isa horizontal section through
the joint 1n the opposite side of the frame;
Fig. 7is a top plan view of the bed with the
foot section of the bed swu.g out.

Referring to the drawi:g, 1 and 2 indi-
cate the head posts and 5 and 4 the foot
posts of the bed, upon which is mounted a
rectangular supporting frume for the mat-
tress comprising sections ¢ and 0, which are

hinged together and adapted to swing about,

the post 8 as an axis, relatively to one an- .-

other. The section a comprises side piecés
60

5and 6 of angle iron, both connected rigidly”
to the head posts and also connected by suit-

~

able cross pieces, one of which is indicated -

at 7. The side piece 5 extends from the head
post 1 to the foot post 3 and is provided
with an eye 8 which is journaled upon said
foot post. The side piece 6 extends from the
head post 2 to a point adjacent the foot post
4. The section & comprises side pieces 9 and
10 which are rigidly secured to the foot
posts 3 and 4 and extend beyond the same,
these side pieces being conneeted by an erd
picce 11. The side piece 6 is provided with
an eve 12 adapted to receive a projection 13
on the side piece 10 and a bolt 14 and
clamping nut 15 normally connect the side
pieces 6 and 10 of the two sections so as to
form a rectangular frame which extends be-
yond the foot post. A brace 16 extends be-

“Lween the side plece 5 and a sleeve 16* on the

post 8. The mattress is composed of two
sections 17 . ad 18, adapted to vest upon the
fraine between the head and foot posts. The
foot section 18 may be moved from the posi-
tion shown in full lines in Fig. 1 to the posi-
tion shown in dotted lines, while the two
parts of the bed frame are in normal posi-
tion, thus separating the mattress so as to
permit of the us¢ of the commode C ar-
ranged beneath the mattress. '
TFor chstetrical purposes the section 18 of
the mattress may be moved onto the section
b of the bed frame and sald latter section
may then be unlocked at the joint hetween the
gide bars 10 and 6 and swung outwardly
at any desived angle to the section «, thus
permitting the surgeon or murse to step. in
between the sides 5 and 6 of the frame to at-
tend the patient. Before unlocking the bed
frame an adjustable leg 19, hinged at 20
to the side bar 6, s let down, as indicated at
dotted lines in-Iig. 1, to support the side
bar, and when the frame is unlocked the

“eection b is swung ontwardly and an adjust-

able leg 21, pivoted to the end piece 11, is
let down to support the section 6. The sec-
tion « will then be supported npen the legs
1, 2, 3 and 19 and the section b will be sup-
ported upon the legs 3, 4 and 21. Stirrups
92 and 93 are suitably supported upon the
sides of the bed frame for use by the patient
when necessary. :

Tn bearinegs 24, sceured to the cross piece
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7, are ayranged rods 25 which extend length-
wise of the bed and are adjustably secured
Ly thumb screws 26, These rods support
the commode C. The latter comprises a
réceptacle 27 having guideways 28 on its
sides in which ave arranged shides 29. The
rods 25 cxtend through suitable openings
in the slides and set screws 80 are provided
for securing the vods to the slides. Sel
screws 81 are also provided for clamping
the slides to the guideways so that the re-
ceptacle 27 may be held at different eleva-
tions- with respect to the mattress.. This
receptacle is shown with an inner vessel 32
snd an adjustable cover 33 which inay be
moved downward to close the vessel 32 or
may be removed from the receptacle if de-
sired. An apron 34, hinged to one side of
the receptacle 27, may be turned over upon
the mattress as shown in Fig. 2, to prevent

the mattress from being soiled, or this’

apron may be swung inward when it is de-
sired to lower the commode. It will be evi-
dent that by loosening the set screws 31 the
commode may be-lowered to a position be-
low the mattress, as shown in Fig. 1, or it
may be adjusted inte position for use, as
shown in Iig. 2.

What I claim is: ,

1. An invalid bed comprising head and
foot posts and a frame connecting said posts
and extending beyond the foot posts, said
frame comprising two sections having their
side bars, at one side of the bed, hinged to-
gether, and their side bars, at the other side
of the bed detachably connected together.

2. An invalid bed comprising head and
foot posts and a frame connecting said
posts and extending beyond the foot posts,
said frame comprising two sections one
fixed to the head posts, the other fixed to
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the foot posts, the side bars of said sections,
at one side of the bed, being hinged to-
gether at one foot post, and the side bars
of said sections, at the other side of the bed,
being - detachably connected together at a
point between the head and foot posts. -

3. An invalid bed comprising head and
foot posts and a frame connecting said posts
and extending beyond the foot posts, said
frame comprising two sections one fixed to
the head posts, the other fixed to the foot
posts, the side bars of said sections, at one
side of the bed, being hinged together at one
foot post, and the side bars of said sections,
at the other side of the bed, being detach-
ably connected together at a point between
the head and foot posts, and folding legs for
supporting said sections when the latter
side bars ave disconnected.

4. An invalid bed, comprising head and
foot posts, and a frame connecting said
posts and extending beyond the foot posts,
said frame comprising two sections, one sec-
tion fixed to the head posts, the other sec-
tion fixed to the foot posts, the side bars

of said sections, at one side of the bed, being

hinged together at one foot post and the
side bars of said sections,.at the other side
of the bed, being detachably connected to-
gether, in’ combination with a two-part mat-

tress normally extending between the head:

and foot posts, one part of said matiress
adapted to slide on the bed frame from one
section of the latter to the other.

In testimony whereof I affix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

- WOODSON T. MERCHANT.

‘Witnesses:
Wintiam L, Evans,
E. D. WiepBER.

50

55

60

65

70

75




