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READING DESK

Application filed May 1, 1929. Serial No. 359,614.

This invention relates to improvements in
reading desks and has particular reference
to a reading desk which may be employed for
either holding the reading matter with a
backward slant or a forward slant, so that a
person may use the same while sitting in a
chair or lying in bed.

Another object is to produce a device which
will securely hold the book or reading mat-
ter in such a manner that the same may be
readily turned to the most convenient angle.

A further object is to provide means where-
by the device may be adjusted relative to
height.

A still further object is to produce a de-
vice which is economical to manufacture and
simple in construction.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent during the course of the following de-

or seription.
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In the accompanying drawings forming
a part of this specification and in which like
numerals are employed to designate like parts
throughout the same,

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my device
partly in cross section,

Figure 2 is an enlarged perspective view
of the hinged portion of my support,

Figure 3 is an enlarged detail perspective
view of the supporting portion of the hinge,

Figure 4 is a fragmentary detail view
showing the position the parts will take
when the reading matter is held on a forward
incline,

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4
showing the parts wherein the reading mat-
ter is held in a rearwardly inclined posi-
tion,

Figure 6 is a front elevation of Figure 1,

Figure 7 is a detail perspective view of the
leaf holding wire,

Figure 8 is a cross sectional view taken on
the line 8—8 of Figure 6, :

Figure 9 is a cross sectional view taken on

2 the line 9—9 of Figure 6,

Figure 10 is a bottom plan view showing
the rotatable stop, and

Figure 11 is a detail side elevation illus-
trating the rack adjusted for operation on a
table or similar support.

In the accompanying drawings wherein
for the purpose of illustration is shown a
preferred embodiment of my invention, the
numeral 5 designates a base having upstand-
ing tubular portion 6, provided with a set
screw 7. 'Within this tubular member 6 is a
standard 8 upon which a sliding bracket 9
1s adapted to move. This bracket is held in
adjusted position by a set screw 11. Upon
the free end of the bracket 9 is hingedly
mounted through the medium of a rivet 12,
& supporting hinge 18.  Pivoted within the
hinge 13 is a hinged member consisting of a
base plate 14 and a pivoted plate 16. The
base plate 14 has upturned edges 17 and 18.
A handle 19 having arms'21 and 22 provided
with inturned ends 23 forms the hinge con-
nection between the ears of the hinged mem-
ber 13 and the base plate 14, (see Figure 2).

This handle 19 can be readily employed to
hold the book rest at an angle on a desk or
like support. "Of course in this construction
the base 5 and the other cooperating parts are
moved and the ends of the brace 24 will be
received in the loops of the handle 19.

A substantially U-shaped brace 24 has out-
wardly turned ends which engage the up-
turned edges 17 and 18 and has its central
portion connected to the rear of the rack 26.
This rack 26 has a ledge 27 secured to its
lower edge underneath which is a tapered
turnable button 28. The purpose of the but-
ton is to provide adjustment for slanting
the rack when it is thrown to the dotted line
position of Figure 1. This button contacts
with the end of the supporting hinge 18 and
by rotating the button so that either the thick
end or the thin end lies between the rack 26
and the hinge 13, the angle of inclination
will be changed. A U-shaped rod 29 is piv-
oted to the rear of the rack 26 and has a wire
31 extending between the ends of the arms.
Rests 32 are provided for and act as a sup-
port when the book rest is placed on a desk.
A latch 33 is pivoted to one side of the rack
26 the purpose of which is to retain the rod
29 and the wire 31 in adjusted position
against the book as shown at A, Figure 6.

It will be seen that when a book is posi-
tioned on the rack as shown in Figure 6, by
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grasping the handle 19, the book supporting
rack may be pivoted upon its rivet 12 and by
operating the set screws 7 and 11, the entire
device may be raised or lowered. Due to the

8 curvature of the bracket 9, the same can easily
extend over the arm of a chair or the bed.
Should the person be lying down, by tipping
the book rack 26 to the dotted line position
of Figure 1, the person may look up at the

10 ook which is suspended in an easily read-
able position. . . :

It will be obvious that the device can be
used as a music stand, a stand for holding
stenographers’ notebooks and has other uses

18 oo numerous to mention. -

Tt is to be understood that the form of my
invention herewith shown and described 1s
to be taken as a preferred example of the
same and that various changes relative to

20 the material, size, shape and arrangement of
parts may be resorted to without departing
from the spirit of the invention or the scope
of the subjoined claim. : R

, Having thus" described my invention, I

26 claim:— :

In a book rest, a base plate having up-
turned edges, a rack pivotally secured to said
base plate, a pivot member secured to said
base plate, said pivot: member having loops
formed therein, a U shaped member pivoted
to said rack, the ends of said U shaped mem-
ber being adapted to engage the loops of said
pivoted member for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

38 KISABURO OTSUKI.
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