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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

REINHOLD A. MILLER, JR., OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA.

FOLDING SHOW-RACK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 638,417, dated December 5, 1899,
Application filed February 25,1899, Serial No, 708,901, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, REINHOLD A. MILLER,
Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing
at Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Show-
Racks, of which the following is a’specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to improvements in
racks or stands for displaying merchandise,
and has special reference to racks for dis-
playing shirts and articles which are done
up in similarly sized and shaped pieces, the
object of the invention being to produce a
rack which will display a number of articles
at once, but will separate them in & manner
to permit the withdrawal of any one of the ar-
ticles without disturbing the rest, to enable a
sufficient portion of each article of the whole
series to be seen to enable comparisons and
selections to be made between them, and to
provide a rack which when not in use can be
folded up and stored in a small space.

Taccomplish the objects of the invention by
the mechanism illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figure 11s a perspective view of my inven-
tion,showing a single shirt in one of the places
adapted to receive such articles; Fig. 2, a
side elevation of same; Fig. 8, a detail in
vertical section of one of the uprights or
posts; Fig. 4, a. plan view of the rack, show-
ing a plate which is laid on the cross-bars to
keepsoft goods,like negligée shirts or flannels,
from sagging between the barg and to guide
them into place more readily; Fig. 5, an edge

view of the plate, and Fig. 6 a detail in side-

elevation of a modified form of post to sup-
port and separate the several pairs of cross-
bars.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts throughout the several views of the
drawings,

A are the bars upon which the goods will
be placed, and these bars are crossed in pairs
and hinged together at their places of cross-
ing by the rivets or screw-bolts . The bars
cross each other midway of their lengths and

" have holes through them at or near each of
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their ends. These holes are oblique to the
flat sides of the bars. The rack is made up
of a plurality of pairs of cross-bars, the num-

ber used being generally six, nine, or twelve,
although any desired number may be used,
it not being desired to limit this invention to
any prescribed number of pairs of bars used.
The pairs are connected by rods B, which are
threaded through the openings in the ends of
the bars, and they are separated from each
other by the short tubes C, which are placed
upright between the ends of the pairs of bars
and the rods B threaded through them. The
ends of these tubes are oblique to the sides
of same, in order thereby to cause the rack
to lean to the rear in the manner as shown in
the drawings. The rods B will have the
knobs b at their lower ends to form feet on
which the rack will rest and also to form a
head which will keep the rods from being
drawn up through the tubes and bars above,
and the top.ends of the rods will be screw-
threaded and will be provided with knobs or
nutsd’,which havescrew-threaded openingsto
receive the threaded ends of the rods, where-
by the rack can be serewed together solidly
and tightened up when loosened by use and
wear. Thearticlestobedisplayed are placed
on top of each set of cross-bars, which for
stiff goods like starched shirts amply sup-
port the latter without obstructing the view
of same. The purpose of leaning the rack to
the rear is topermit of a more extended view
back between and. under the articles dis-
played.

-8 represgents a shirt in place on the rack in
Fig. 1.

In order to support flexible unstarched
goods, I will use a plate E, Figs. 4 and 5,
which can be laid on top of the cross-bars.
To keep the plate from being drawn forward
by the withdrawal of an article, the plate will
have the lateral ears ¢ ¢ to contact with the
outside of the posts; and to prevent movement
in the opposite direction a tongue &' will be
punched down near the front of the plate.
This tongue, by contacting with the bars in
front, will prevent the sliding back of the
plate.

In the modification shown in Fig. 6 the ends
of the bars are bent up (or down either) at
right anigles and then in at right angles, there-
by forming a cheap and practical substitute
for the short tubes between the pairs of cross-
bars.: In the better class of racks this con-
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struction is not as desirable, for the reason

that it is not as neat and graceful in ap-
pearance as arack using the tubes in its con-
struction. If desired, in order to make the
frame more solid and to make the lean of the
rack more certain, the corner-rods may be
made solid to the bottom cross-bars by braz-
ing or otherwise. .

Having thas fully described my invention,
whatIclaim as new, and wish tosecure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

1. A plurality of barsof equallength crossed
in pairs, said pairs being in vertical series
with the end of each pair projecting beyond
the end of the pair below, all of said projec-
tions being in the same direction to cause the
rack to lean that way, means for holding the
pairs a predetermined distance apart and for
uniting the several pairs into a rack, substan-
tially as described and specified.

- 2. In a show-rack, a plarality of pairs of
bars placed approximately one above the
other, said pairs comprising two bars one of
which is crossed over the other, two or more
of said bars being pivotally secured to each
other at their places of crossing and said
bars having holes through them near their
ends, rods passing through the openingsin
the bars, and tubes mounted on the rods be-
tween the bars, said tubes having their ends

oblique to their walls, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The combination, with a rack having
horizontally-laid pairs of crossed bars placed
in vertical series with the end of each pair pro-
jecting beyond the end of the pair below, all
of said projections being in the same diree-
tion to cause the rack to lean, of a remov-
able platform placed on the cross-bars to af-
ford additional support to merchandise placed
thereon, substantially as described and speci-
fied.

4, The combination, with a rack having
horizontally-laid pairs of erossed bars placed
in vertical series with the end of each pair pro-
jecting beyond the end of the pair below, all
of said projections being in the same direc-
tion to cause the rack to lean, of a removable
platform placed on the cross-bars to afford
additional support to merchandise placed
thereon and having means to prevent longi-
tudinal or sliding movement of the platform
substantially as described and shown.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this
15th day of February A. D. 1899.

"REINHOLD A. MILLER, Jr. [L s]

Witnesses: .

JOSEPH A. MINTURN,
FRANK W. WOERNER.
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