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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
BAILIE. T. PHELPs, OF NATCHITOCHES, Lou ISIANA. 

ADJUSTABLE BOOK-SUPPORT. 

1,014,924. Specification of Letters Patent, 
Application filed November 14, 1910. Serial No. 592,264. 

To all whom it may concern 
Be it known that I, BAILLE T. PHELPs, a 

citizen of the United States, residing 
Natchitoches, in the parish of Natchitoches 

5 and State of Louisiana, have invented a new and useful Adjustable Book-Support, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to improvements in book supports. 

0 The object of the present invention is to 
improve the construction of book supports, 
more especially that shown and described 
in Patent No. 936,936, granted to me Oct. 
12, 1909, and to simplify and reduce the 

5 cost of constructing the saine and to facili 
tate the adjustment thereof. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, and pointed out in the claims 
hereto appended; it being understood that 
various changes in the form, proportion, 
size and minor details of construction, with 

5 in the scope of the claims, may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. 
In the drawings:-Figure 1 is an eleva 

) tion of an adjustable book support, con 
structed in accordance with this invention, 
and shown applied to the rungs of a chair. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the ad justable book support. 

i. view, illustrating the manner of mounting 
the adjustable book support on the seat of 
a chair. Fig. 4 is a similar view, illustrat ing the manner of mounting the adjustable 
book support upon a table. Fig. 5 is a de 

' tail view of the adjustable rung engaging 
clamp. Fig. 6 is a plan view of the bifur cated clamp. 
Like numerals of reference designate cor 

responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. . . . . 

In the embodiment of the invention illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, the 
adjustable book support comprises in its 
construction a book rack 1, provided with 
a central longitudinal opening 2 for the re 
ception of the upper end of the supporting 
standard 3, and having intermediate and end laterally extending book supporting 
arms 4, 5 and 6. The book rack, which may 
be cast or otherwise constructed of a single 

at 

Fig. 3 is a detail 

Patented Jan. 16, 1912. 
piece of metal, is preferably formed of 
strips 7 and 8 of metal. The strips, which 
extend from the top to the bottom of the 
outwardly to form the upper and lower end 
arms 5 and 6. They are secured together 
book rack, have their terminal portions bent 

60 
between the arms 5 and 6 and the opening 
2 by rivets 9, or other suitable fastening. 
means, and they are bent outwardly at the 
intermediate arms 4 to space their central portions to form the longitudinal opening 
2. The side strips 8 are bent into approxi 
mately U-shape and consist of the interme 
diate arms 4 and connecting portions, which 
are riveted, or otherwise secured to the 
laterally bent off-set central portions of the strips 7. 
The book rack is provided at the bottom 

with a book supporting plate 10, riveted or 
otherwise secured to the bottom laterally ex 
tending arms 6 and provided at the front 
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and back with depending ears 11, having 
alined openings for the reception of a stem 
12 of a spring actuated leaf engaging device 
13. The leaf engaging device is constructed of a single piece of wire, bent to form the 
stem and twisted and bent upwardly at the 
front end of the stem to form a relatively 
short upwardly extending shank 14. The 
wire is bent to form a pair of leaf engaging 
loops, extending laterally from the upper 
end of the shank 14, and an outwardly ex 
tending finger loop 15 is arranged at the 
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lower end of the shank. The laterally ex 
tending loops are maintained in engagement 90 with the leaves of an open book by means 
of a coiled spring 16, disposed on the stem 12 and interposed between the front de 
pending bifurcated ear and a collar 17, 
suitably secured to the stem 12. The out 
wardly projecting loop 15 of the leaf engag 95 
ing device is adapted to be grasped by the 
reader to withdraw the laterally extending 
loops from engagement with the leaves to 
permit the latter to be turned without re 
moving the book from the rack. . . . , i. 

100 
The standard 3, which is tubular, is ar 

ranged in the upper or outer end of the opening 2 of the book rack, which is pivoted 
to the upper end of the standard by a rivet 
18, or other suitable fastening device. The 105 
book rack is adapted to be tilted and ar 
ranged at different angles to suit the con 
venience of the reader, and it is retained 
in such angular adjustment by means of an 110 
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inclined brace 19, pivoted at its upper end in 
the inner or lower portion of the opening 2 
by a rivet 20, or other suitable fastening 
device and provided at its lower end with 
an opening 21, through which the standard 
passes, whereby the lower end of the brace 
is maintained in operative position with re 
lation to the standard. The opening is 
rounded at the lower portion to conform 
to the configuration of the standard, and 
the brace is provided with a straight edge 
at the upper or inner portion of the opening 
to engage with shoulders 22, formed by 
notching or recessing the standard and ar 
ranged at intervals throughout the length 
of the same. The pivot 18 of the book rack 
is located beyond the center thereof, and 
the inner or lower portion of the book 
rack is heavier than the outer portion, 
whereby the weight of the lower or inner 
portion will operate to maintain the brace in engagement with any one of the shoul 
ders of the standard. The upper end of 
the brace is provided with an eye 23, which 
may be formed in any desired manner to re 
ceive the pivot 20. In the drawings the up 
periend of the brace is shown bent upon 
itself to form the eye 23 and riveted to the 
body portion of the brace. The book rack is 
adjustable from the inclined position shown 
in Fig. 2 to the horizontal position, and any 
number of notches or shoulders may be em 
ployed to secure the desired adjustment. 
The lower portion of the standard re 

ceives an upwardly extending pivot arm 24 
of a crank-shaped rod 25, having a support 
ing shoulder 26 at the lower end of the 
pivot portion 24 to receive the lower end of 
the standard. The lower end of the stand 
ard is provided with serrations or notches 
27, adapted to interlock with corresponding 
serrations or notches 28 of the supporting 
shoulder, whereby the lower end of the 
standard is interlocked with the upper por 
tion of the crank-shaped rod and is held 
against accidental rotary movement on the 
pivot portion 24 thereof. The engaging ser 
rations 27 and 28 permit a ready adjust 
ment of the standard and the rack, and the 
weight of the standard, the book rack and 
the contents of the latter will maintain the 
said standard firmly in engagement with 
the serrations or teeth of the crank-shaped 
rod. The crank-shaped rod or section 25 
is also provided with a depending pivot 29, 
extending downwardly from a shoulder 30 
and fitting in an upwardly ex: 2nding arm 
of the lower tubular crank-shaped rod or 
section 31. The upper end cf. the lower 
crank-shaped rod or section 3; is provided 
with serrations or teeth 32, which engage 
corresponding serrations or teeth 33 of the 
shoulder 30 of the upper crank-shaped rod 
or section 25. The lower crank-shaped rod 
or section 31 fits in a sleeve or Socket 34 of 
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a clamp 35 and is equipped with an adjust 
able stop 36, having a tooth 37 for eggs 
serrations or teeth 38 at the upper end of the sleeve or socket 34. The adjustable stop 
36 is in the form of a collar and is provided 
"with a clamping screw 39 for engaging the 
lower tubular crank-shaped rod or section 
to secure the stop in its adjustment. The 
crank members provide for a lateral or hori 
zontal adjustment of the book rack and en 
able the same to be arranged either in front 
of the reader or at the one side thereof, and 
owing to the interlocking of the parts 
through the serrations or teeth, the adjust 
ment of the book rack may be quickly ef 
fected. 
The clamp 35 is composed of front and 

rear sections 40 and 41, consisting of bars 
of metal provided at their outer portions 
with approximately hooked-shaped rungen 
gaging jaws 42 and 43, and having their 
inner portions overlapped and slidably con 
nected by means of ligs 44 and a slot 45 
and screw 46. The lugs 44 are formed in 
tegral with the bar or member 40 of the 
clamp and are bent inwardly beneath and 
slidably embrace the bar or member 41. 
The slot 45 extends longitudinally of the bar 
or member 40, and the screw 46, which is 
adjustable to clamp the parts in their ad 
justment, is mounted in a threaded perfora 
tion at the inner end of the bar or member 
41, and it extends through the slot 45 of the 
other bar or member 40 and is adapted to 
engage the latter. The jaw 43 is formed by 
bending the outer end of the bar or member 
41 inwardly beneath the said bar or member, 
as shown. The outer end of the bar or mem 
ber 40 is first bent to form the vertical 
sleeve or loop 34, and the metal is then ex 
tended beneath the outer end of the bar or 
member 40 to form the jaw 42. The metal 
at the inner side of the sleeve or loop 34 has 
a quarter bend to arrange the said loop in a 
vertical position to receive the rod or sec 
tion 31. The jaws 42 and 43 which are lo 
cated beneath and spaced from the mem 
bers of the clamp are adapted to embrace 
and engage the rungs 47 of a chair 48, and 
in order to provide for an inclined adjust 
ment, the jaw 43 of the bar or member 41 
is equipped with a clamping block 49, mov 
able inwardly and outwardly within the jaw 
and operated by an adjusting screw 50. By 
means of the clamp the adjustable book sup 
port may be readily applied to chairs of dif 
ferent sizes. - 

The device is also equipped with a bifur 
cated clamp 51, having avertical socket or 
sleeve 52 and provided with upper and lower 
horizontal jaws 53 and 54. The lower jaw 
54 is equipped with a clamping screw 55, and 
the upper jaw is preferably provided at its 
lower engaging face with a lining 56 of felt, 
or other suitable material, and is adapted 
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to be engaged with the upper face of the 
seat of a chair, or, the upper face of the top 
of the table without scratching or otherwise 
marring the finish of the article of furniture. 
The socket or sleeve 52 is provided at its 
upper edge with serrations or teeth 57, and 
is adapted to receive either the lower pivot 
portion 29 of the upper crank-shaped rod 
25, or the lower pivot portion of the lower 
crank-shaped member 31, and its Serrations 
or teeth are adapted to engage with the 
tooth of the adjustable stop 36, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 3 when the clamp is applied 
to the seat of a chair. When the clamp is 
applied to the top of a table 58, a bushing 
59 is arranged within the socket or sleeve 52 
to reduce the size thereof to fit the lower 
portion 29 of the crank-shaped rod or sec 
tion. The bushing 59, which may be rigidly 
secured within the socket or sleeve 52 by a 
pin 60, or other suitable means, is provided 
at its upper edge with serrations or teeth 61 
to engage with the serrations or teeth 33 of 
the crank-shaped rod or section 25. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Ietters Patent, is:- 

1. A book support including a book rac 
comprising metallic bars bent outwardly and 
spaced apart at their central portions to 
form a longitudinal opening and having 
their terminals bent laterally to provide book 
supporting arms, said bars being secured to 
gether between the opening and the arms, 
and approximately U-shaped bars secured to 
the first mentioned bars at opposite sides of the said opening and forming intermediate 
laterally projecting arms, a standard fitted 
in the said opening, a pivot connecting the 
book rack with the standard, and an in 
clined adjusting brace pivoted at its upper 

s 

end in the said opening and adjustably en 
gaging the standard. . 

2. A book support including a tubular 
standard provided at its lower end with ser 
rations, a book rack carried by the standard, 
an upper approximately crank-shaped rod 
having upper and lower pivot portions pro 
vided with shoulders and having serrations 
thereat, the upper pivot portion fitting in 
the tubular standard and the serrations of 
such pivot portion engaging with the Ser 
rations of the standard, and a lower approxi 
mately crank-shaped tubular section pro 
vided at its upper end with serrations and 
receiving the lower pivot portion of the up 
per section and engaging with the serrations 
thereof. 

3. A book support including a book rack, 
a vertical rod or section connected there 
with, and a horizontal metallic clamp com 
posed of front and rear sections connected 
at their inner ends, the metal of the front 
section being bent to form a circular loop 
or sleeve and having a quarter bend adjacent 
to the loop or sleeve to arrange the same in 
a vertical position to receive the inner rod 
or section, the front terminal of the metal 
being extended rearwardly beneath the 
clamp and spaced therefrom to provide a 
front rung engaging jaw and the rear Sec 
tion being bent downwardly and inwardly at 
its outer end to form a hook-shaped rungen 
gaging jaw. 
In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as 

my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

BAILE T. PHELPS. 
Witnesses: 

L. W. TESSER, 
JNo. H. KEYSER. . 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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