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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PAUL BROWN KLUGH, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO THE CABLE COMPANY, OF 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, A CORPORATION OF IELINOIS. 

MUSICAL-STRUMENT CASE. 

1,161,318. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Nov. 23, 1915. 
Application filed April 26, 1909. Serial No. 492,349. 

To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, PAUL BROWN KLUGH, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of 
Illinois, have invented new and useful In 
provements in Musical-Instrument Cases, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to that class of 

musical instruments having parts which 
should be exposed or to which access is de 
sired by means of closable apertures in the 
case and has for its object to effect certain 
improvements in the construction and ar 
rangement of parts of the case to provide 
such apertures and closures. 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of the upper 
part of a self-playing musical instrument, 
showing that part of the case usually termed 
the “music panel fitted with movable parts 
which have been adjusted to allow access to 
a music-roll-box: Fig. 2 is an elevation of 
the reverse side of the music-panel shown in 
Fig. 1, with the movable parts in closed posi 
tion: Fig. 3 is a horizontal section taken 
upon the line 3–3, Fig. 2; and Fig. 4 is a 
vertical section taken upon the line 4-4, 
Fig. 2. - 

I have shown an application of the inven 
tion to the music-panel of a player-piano 
such as is partly controlled in operation by 
a traveling perforated sheet, proposing 
thereby to demonstrate a practically ar 
ranged closure that will, without necessitat 
ing such increase in the thickness of the 
panel as is usual in pianos of this type, assist 
in presenting a neatly finished appearance, 
when open allow free access to the music 
roll-box and when closed so effectively con 
ceal the same that attention will not be 
drawn to the fact that player-devices are 
contained in this part of the instrument. 

Panel 1 is provided with a rectangular 
aperture 2 and near each end with side men 
bers 3 and 4 which extend toward each 
other across the end parts of the aperture. 
Between these side members I extend an 
upper rail 5 to project (as at 6) throughout 
its length below the upper boundary of the 
aperture, the rear surface of the projection 
being flush with the upper rear surfaces of 
the side members. Along the lower bound 
ary of aperture 2 I rabbet or step the rear 
edge of panel 1, providing thereby a 
tongue 7. - 

Slides 8 and 9 are fitted into the aperture 

2 from the rear so that their front Surfaces 
are practically flush with the front surface 
of panel 1, their lower front edges being rab 
beted or stepped to accommodate tongue 7 
and when so fitted the retaining plates 10 
and 11 may be screwed in place. The slides 
may then be moved laterally with their up 
per and lower edges guided respectively be 
ween projection 6 and adjacent plates 10 
and between tongue 7 and adjacent plates 
1. 
Pilaster's 3 and 4" are mounted on the 

panel, the pilastei's 3-3 being located at 
Opposite edges of the side or end member 3, 
and the pilasters 4-4 being located at the 
opposite edges of the side or end mem 
ber 4. 

It will be understood that, as shown in 
Fig. 3, the aperture 2 is long enough to per 
mit the slides to be separated a sufficient dis 
tance to give the desired central opening and 
the side members extend toward each other 
far enough to cover the outer ends of the 
slides at all times. 
I have shown the upper rear surface of the 

side members as slightly recessed as at 15 
and prefer to face the rear surfaces of pro 
jection 6 and tongue 7 with felt or similar 
material as at 16 and 17 respectively to pre 
vent Scratching of the finished surface of the 
slides. 

I have also shown an arrangement of a 
glass cover 12 for the music-roll-box. This 
cover is held between guide-strips 13 and 
14, and the lower strip 14 provided with 
stops to prevent displacement of the cover 
upon removal of the panel from the instru 
ment. I find it convenient to so place strips 
18 and 14 that they are positioned respec 
tively over the retaining-plates 10 and 1. 
and for this reason I sink the plates below 
the rear surface of the panel 1 to which they 
are applied. The upper rear edges of the 
slides may be rabbeted as shown in the 
drawings to allow for this sinkage of the 
plates. Ornamentation of the panel may be 
carried out and it may be supported in front, 
of or between the sides of the piano as de 
sired. 
Having described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, the following: 

1. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having its end portions provided with Sur 
faces located in front of the front surface 

80 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

00 

05 



0 

2 ) 

2 5 

80 

35 

40 

50 

32 

of its middle portion, and one or more slides 
with its or their front surface or surfaces 
flush with the front surface of the middle 
portion of the panel and in the Fear of the 
front surfaces of said end portions. 

2. in a musical instrument case, a panel 
having its middle portion provided with an 
aperture and having end portions whose 
front Surfaces are located in front of the 
front surface of Said middle portion and one 
or more slides arranged to close Said aper 
ture, Said slide or slides being arranged So 
that the front face or faces thereof will be 
flash with the front face of the middle por 
tion of the panel and in the rear of the front, 
faces of the end portions thereof. 

3. in a musical instrument case, a panel 
having its middle portion provided with an 
aperture and its end portions provided with 
surfaces located in front of the front surface 
of said hiddle portion, one or more slides 
for closing said aperture, said slide or slides 
being arranged to slide with its or their 
front Surface or surfaces flush with the front 
surface of the middle portion of the panel 
and in the rear of the front, Surfaces of said 
end portions. 

4. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having its middle portion provided with an 
aperture and its end portions provided with 
surfaces located in front of the front Sur 
face of said middle portion, one or more 
slides for closing said aperture, said slide 
or slides being arranged to slide with its or 
their front surface or surfaces flush with the 
front surface of the middle portion of the 
panel and in the rear of the front surfaces 
of Said end portions, and pilasters located 
at the edges of the end portions of the panel 
nearest the middle thereof. 

5. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having the front surface of its middle por 
tion in the rear of the plane of the front Sur 
faces of the end portions, said middle por 
tion being provided with an aperture, and 
one or more slides for closing said aperture, 
said slide or slides being mounted upon and 
Supported by the part of the middle portion 
of the panel below said aperture and al 
ranged to slide upon the upper edge of the 
same and in the rear of the end portions of 
the panel. 

6. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having the front surface of its middle por 
tion in a plane in the rear of the plane of 
the front surfaces of the end portions, said 
middle portion being provided with an 
aperture, and a slide or slides for closing 
said apert lie, Said slide or slides being ar 
1'anged with its or their front surface or sur 
faces in Substantially the same plane as the 
front Surface of the middle portion of the 
panel and arranged to slide in the rear of 
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the end portions of the panel, said slide or 
slides forming a portion of the middle por 
tion of the panel when said aperture is fully 
Open. 

7. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
provided with an aperture and a slide or 
slides for closing said aperture, said slide or 
slides having its or their front face or faces 
substantially flush with the adjacent por 
tion of the panel and forming a portion of 
said panel when said aperture is fully ope). 

S. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having an aperture in the upper central part 
of the panel, and also having a vertically 
arranged decoration on the panel portion 
below Said aperture, in combination with a 
pair of horizontally movable slides arranged 
to open and close said aperture and having 
their meeting edges provided with a decora 
tive member Substantially corresponding to 
the one on the portion of the panel below 
said aperture, whereby when said slides are 
together their decorative members and that 
on the panel form a substantially continuous 
decorative member, said slides being ar 
ranged for movement in the rear of end por 
tions of Said panel. 

9. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having its middle portion provided with an 
aperture occupying less than the height of 
the panel, and having its end portions lo 
cated in front of its middle portion, and 
slides for closing Said aperture, said slides 
having their front faces in substantially the 
same plane as the front face of the middle 
portion of the panel, the meeting edges of 
said slides being provided with projecting 
bead members and the middle portion of the 
panel being provided with a projecting bead 
member substantially corresponding to and 
in a linement with the bead members on sail 
slides. 

10. In a musical instrument case, a panel 
having an aperture in its upper middle poi'- 
tion and also having pilasters at the side of 
said aperture extending from top to botton 
of the panel, in combination with a pair of 
slides arranged for horizontal movement to 
open and close said aperture, the outer Siu 
faces of said slides being in substantially the 
same plane as the outer Surface of the por 
tion of the panel below said aperture, said 
slides being arranged to move in the rear of 
the portion of said panel between said pilas 
ters and the ends of the panel. 
Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 22nd day 

of April, 1909, in the presence of two sub 
Scribing witnesses. 

PAUL BROWN KLUGH. 
Witnesses: 

N. D. ToBIN, 
J. B. HECKLER. 

Gopies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents. 
- Sashington, C.' 
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