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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RALPH. RAYMOND Es 

SIG, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Canton, in the county of Stark and State 
of Ohio, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Toys, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

toys and the object thereof is to produce a 
toy embodying a spirally-formed upwardly 
extending spindle on which is mounted a 
runner adapted to rotate about and descend 
thereon through the force of gravity, usu 
ally carrying overbalanced grotesque fig 

eS. 

The invention further contemplates pro 
viding both ends of the spindle with a suit 
able base so that the device may be inverted 
and the runner travel alternately from end 
to end thereof. 
A further and important object of this in 

vention is to terminate the spiral portions of 
the spindle at points remote from the bases, 
leaving smooth portions, in order that the 
rapid rotary movement of the runner ac 
quired in descending the spiral portions of 
the spindle may be kept up and maintained 
after the runner passes from engagement 
therewith and rests on One of the bases. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists in the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts constituting the invention to be here 
inafter specifically described and illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings which form 
a part hereof wherein is shown the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, but it is to be 
understood that changes, variations and 
modifications can be resorted to which come 
within the scope of the claims hereunto ap pended. 
In the drawings, in which similar refer 

ence numerals indicate like parts in the dif 
ferent figures: Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a device embodying this invention; 
and, Fig. 2 a transverse, sectional view of 
the runner. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the 
reference numeral 1 denotes an upright spin 
dle, preferably constructed of two wires 
wound spirally about each other, but it may 
also be constructed in various other Ways so 
long as it is provided with longitudinally 
extending spiral convolutions. Both ends 2 
of the spindle are preferably formed 

straight and free from the spiral configura 
tion imparted to the balance thereof. 
Mounted on each end of the spindle is a base 
3, preferably having a flat under surface on 
which is an upwardly-extending portion ter 
minating in a convex end 11 in which is an 
aperture into which the end of the spindle 
is inserted. By providing a base for each 
end of the spindle the latter may be inverted 
at will. 
Mounted on the spindle 1 is a runner 4, 

preferably comprising a bar provided with 
a central aperture 5 covered by two convex 
edly-formed plates 7 held in place by hold 
fast devices 6, each provided with an open 
ing 8 suitably fashioned to engage the spiral 
portion of the spindle 1. Projecting from 
the runner 4 are pins 9 mounted on which 
are figures 10, usually grotesque brownies or 
other similar objects, so hung as to be over 
weighted, with the pins above the centers 
thereof so that feet of the figures will always 
depend irrespective of the position of the 
runner 4. The weight of the runner 4 and 
the figures 10 is sufficient to cause the former 
to descend the spindle by constantly rotat 
ing thereabout. 
In use the device is placed upon some suit 

able supporting surface and the runner will 
by gravity travel down the spiral portion 
rapidly rotating around the same. When it 
reaches the lower terminus of the spiral por 
tion of the spindle it will drop onto the up 
per convex end of the base 3 and the rapid 
rotation of the runner acquired by its descent 
will be continued until it gradually ceases, 
due to the friction of the under convex plate 
7 against the upper convex end of the base. 
The position of the device is then reversed 
causing the runner to reengage the spiral 
portion of the spindle at the upper end 
thereof and the operation already described is repeated. 

It will be obvious of course that when the 
device is reversed in position the figures 10 
Will right themselves so that they always 
stand in an erect position irrespective of the 
position of the runner. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent, is:- 
A toy comprising an upright spindle hav 

ing its intermediate portion spirally-formed 
and the ends straight, a base on each end of 
said spindle removed from the termini of the 
spiral portion and a runner on said spindle 
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having a bearing engaging the spiral por. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
tion thereof adapted to permit the descent my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
of said runner and impart a rotary move-nesses. 
ment thereto, whereby when said runner RAPH. R. ESSIG. 
passes from engagement with the spiral por- Witnesses: 
tion of said spindle the rotary movement GLENARA Fox, 
thereof will be maintained. C. E. HUMPHREY. 


