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Y *Fig. 1, claim I; paragraphs [0002-0047, 0050] 7-9,16-18
X 152012261390 Al, Boulos et al, 18 October 2012 (18-10-2012) 30,31
Y * claim 1; paragraph [0030] 7-9,16-18
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considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or mere other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&™ |document member of the same patent family
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International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/CA2016/050754
Box No. I1 Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of the first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)a) for the following reasons:

. T

Claim Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. T Claim Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an extent that no|
meaningful international search can be camried out, specifically:

3, [} Claim Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventicns in this international application, as follows:

The claims are directed to a plurality of inventive concepts as follows:
Group A - Claims 1-29 are directed to an induction plasma torch having a plasma confinement tube coaxial with the tubular body, the
plasma confinement tube has a tubular wall with a thickness tapering off in an axial direction of plasma flow, and

Group B - Claims 30 and 31 are directed to a tubular torch body having an inner wall and an inner ¢apacitive shield including a layer of
electrically conduction material that is segmented into axials strips and defines a ring.

1. W As allrequired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemnational search report covers zll searchable claims.
2. I Asallsearchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did net invite payment of additional

fees.

3. [ Asonlysome of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers only those
claims for which fees were paid, specifically claim Nos.:

4. [~ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search repert is restricted to the
invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claim Nos.:

1-31

Remark on Protest [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the payment of
" aprotest fee.

[ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee was not
paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

¥ Mo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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