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(57) ABSTRACT 
The present disclosure provides a support element (10.110) 
for use in effecting ischemic necrosis in a foreskin (186) of a 
penis, being a closed-loop member defining an opening (12) 
dimensioned to permit a penis glans to pass therethrough and 
having an inner Surface (14) and an outer Surface (16); the 
outer surface comprising a circumferential support (18,118) 
for an elastic ring (150) to be mounted thereon, said circum 
ferential support being formed within a groove (20,120) in at 
least part of the outer Surface; at least one first segment (26. 
28) of the outer surface having an outer curvature of a radius 
larger than that of its flanking second segments (30,32). Also 
provided herein is a system (100) for effecting ischemic 
necrosis in a foreskin (186) of a penis, comprising the Support 
element (110) and elastic ring (150), and optionally a deploy 
ment element (160) for mounting the elastic ring over the 
foreskin and Support element. 
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SUPPORTELEMENT FOR CIRCUMCISION 
AND SYSTEM COMPRISING THE SAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. This invention relates to non-surgical circumcision 
and to elements and system used for performing the same. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Male circumcision is one of the most common sur 
gical procedures in the world and is performed for ritualistic 
as well as hygienic and disease prevention reasons. Approxi 
mately a third of human males worldwide receive a circum 
cision at Some point in their lives. Circumcision has tradition 
ally been performed either immediately after birth, during 
childhood, during adolescence or occasionally on young 
adults (i.e., after the teenage years). 
0003. One conventional method for performing circumci 
sion is by Surgically removing the foreskin after physically 
pulling the foreskin over the glans. In such methods, the 
foreskin is removed while it is still a live tissue, usually 
causing bleeding. Such methods may involve hemorrhaging 
and a relatively long period of healing of the incision (e.g., up 
to a few weeks), while inducing pain in an individual. When 
Such a procedure is performed on adult males, Suturing is 
required. In general, such methods are recognized as not 
being scalable for mass circumcision campaigns, in particular 
in areas where medical facilities may be sparse or not avail 
able and where skilled personnel is scarce. It is therefore 
desirable to have a circumcision device that is scalable for 
mass circumcision in that it is a fast procedure, requires no 
sterile settings, and can easily be administered by low cadre 
professionals such as nurses, and is also associated with as 
little pain as possible to increase acceptability and satisfac 
tion of the procedure, leading to more men agreeing to 
undergo the procedure. 
0004. Other methods and devices for performing circum 
cision are known in the art, some use a device in the form of 
a ring enclosing onto the foreskin. One Such device is shown 
on the website http://www.circ-ring.de/us/circ ring english. 
html (owned by the company Circ-Ring International and 
known commercially as the Zhenxi Ring). The use of this 
device requires anesthesia. 
0005 U.S. Pat. No. 5,269,788 issued to Nelson, III, and 
entitled 'Adjustable Hemostatic Circumcision Dressing and 
Method of its Use' is directed to a device for performing 
circumcision and describes a circumcision dressing, which 
comprises an inner ring that is discontinuous and is posi 
tioned between the prepuce and shaft of the penis and an outer 
ring. 
0006 U.S. Pat. No. 2,561,176 issued to Buckingham 
Charles T describes a one piece compression clamp that is left 
on the prepuce for a few days after the circumcision. 
0007 U.S. Pat. No. 2,544,037 issued To Moseley Mor 
timer H describes a Surgical instrument comprising a guard 
positioned between the prepuce and the shaft and a clamp 
positioned in encompassing position about the prepuce crush 
ing the prepuce against the guard to cause hemostasis. 
0008 International patent application publication No. 
WO2005/039424 describes a circumcision apparatus com 
posed of three components, glans loop, a rubber ring and a 
clamping mechanism, the rubber ring being placed between 
the glans loop and the clamping mechanism. 
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0009 Chinese publication CN2256299 describes it its 
abstract a ring cutter comprising a ring loop, having a ring 
groove present on the outer circle of this ring loop, and a 
flexible loop which is stretched onto the ring groove of the 
ring loop. The ring loop and the flexible rubber loop form a 
ring bracket, which is inserted and Supported in the prepuce, 
thereby blocking the blood circulation of the front part of the 
prepuce so that the prepuce falls off. 
(0010 Chinese publication CN2403373 describes in its 
abstract a circumcision apparatus used for prepuce excision 
comprises a ring Supportarranged on the inner side of prepuce 
and an elastic excision ring arranged on the outside of the 
prepuce, with both being mutually acted, allowing the blood 
transmission of the prepuce to be cut off, and prepuce tissues 
are necrotized to fall off. 

(0011 Chinese publication CN2031271 describes a cir 
cumcision apparatus composed of an inner ring and an outer 
elastic ring. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0012. The present disclosure provides, in accordance with 
a first of its aspects, a Support element for use in effecting 
ischemic necrosis in a foreskin of a penis, being a closed-loop 
member defining an opening dimensioned to permit a penis 
glans to pass therethrough and having an inner Surface and an 
outer Surface; the outer Surface comprising a circumferential 
Support for an elastic ring to be mounted thereon, said cir 
cumferential Support being formed within a groove in at least 
part of the outer Surface; at least one first segment of the outer 
Surface having an outer curvature of a radius larger than that 
of its flanking second segments. 
0013. In accordance with a second aspect, the present dis 
closure provides a system for effecting ischemic necrosis in a 
foreskin of a penis, comprising: an elastic ring; and a Support 
element defining a closed loop defining an opening dimen 
Sioned to permit a penis to pass therethrough and having an 
inner Surface and an outer Surface; the outer Surface compris 
ing a circumferential Support for the elastic ring to be 
mounted thereon, said Support being formed within a groove 
in at least part of the outer Surface; at least one segment of the 
outer Surface having a curvature of a radius larger than that of 
its flanking segments. 
0014. In one embodiment, the system of the invention 
comprises a deployment element having an arrangement of 
holders for holding the elastic ring in a stretched state thereof 
and for mounting the elastic ring within the circumferential 
Support of said Support element. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0015. In order to understand the invention and to see how 
it may be carried out in practice, embodiments will now be 
described, by way of non-limiting example only, with refer 
ence to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
0016 FIGS. 1A and 1B show a side view and perspective 
view, respectively, of a Support element constructed and oper 
able in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. 

0017 FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of a system con 
structed and operable in accordance with an embodiment of 
the invention. 

0018 FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of a deployment 
device constructed and operable in accordance with an 
embodiment of the invention. 
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0019 FIG. 4 shows a top view of a measuring device for 
measuring the diameter of a penis Sulcus constructed and 
operable in accordance with an embodiment of the invention. 
0020 FIGS. 5A-5J show successive steps in a procedure 
for deploying an elastic ring over a foreskin for effecting 
ischemic foreskin, according to an embodiment of the inven 
tion. 
0021 FIGS. 6A-6G show successive steps in a procedure 
for releasing an elastic ring from a necrotic foreskin, accord 
ing to an embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SOME 
NON-LIMITING EMBODIMENTS 

0022. The present invention provides a support element 
and a system for non-Surgical circumcision and in particular 
for use in effecting ischemic necrosis in a foreskin of a penis 
and removal of the necrotic foreskin thereafter. As will be 
appreciated from the description below, the Support element, 
the system and the method of using the same may be appli 
cable for any male Subject, including infants, children, ado 
lescents and adults. 
0023 The support element according to the invention is a 
closed-loop member with an opening dimensioned to permit 
a penis glans to pass therethrough and having an inner Surface 
and an outer Surface; the outer Surface comprising a circum 
ferential Support for an elastic ring to be mounted thereon, 
said circumferential Support being formed within a groove in 
at least part of the outer Surface; at least one first segment of 
the outer surface having an outer curvature of a radius larger 
than that of its flanking second segments. 
0024. Referring first to FIGS. 1A and 1B, there is provided 
a Support element 10, being a closed loop member and having 
an opening 12, which is dimensioned such, as is also illus 
trated below, for the penis glans to pass therethrough. Ele 
ment 10 has an inner surface 14 which, in this specific 
embodiment, has a generally circular contour; and an outer 
Surface 16 comprising a circumferential Support 18, config 
ured to receive and hold an elastic ring (not illustrated). Fur 
ther, circumferential support 18 is formed within a groove 20, 
defined by flanking side walls 22, 24, the top of the side walls 
defining an outer curvature. 
0025. According to this particular and preferred embodi 
ment support element 10 is formed with two opposite first 
segments 26 and 28 where the outer curvature has a radius 
larger than that of the two flanking oppositely arranged sec 
ond segments 30, 32. In this particular embodiment, the outer 
curvature of the two opposite first segments 26 and 28 is zero 
(are flat). However, it is to be appreciated that the outer 
curvature of Such first segment may be greater than Zero, as 
long as it is larger than the outer curvature of its flanking 
Segments. 
0026. While FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate a support element 
with one Such first segment, it is to be appreciated that the 
Support element according to the invention may comprise a 
single Such first segment as well as two or more Such first 
segments. Nonetheless, it is noted that a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention comprise two opposite (parallel) first 
segments, having Zero curvature at their outer Surface (i.e. 
essentially flat outer Surfaces). 
0027. The support element according to the invention and 
as exemplified in FIGS. 1A and 1B is typically made of a rigid 
material. When referring to rigid material it is to be under 
stood as any material that Substantially retains is shape once 
an elastic ring is mounted thereon. The rigid material may be 
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of any non-resilient (non-elastic) material. Such as, without 
being limited thereto, plastic Such as polycarbonate, poly 
oxymethylene such as Delrin R. (DuPont) acetal resin.poly 
ether ether ketone (PEEK), but also, of a resilient material, 
having, however, lower elasticity than that of the elastic ring 
to be mounted thereon. In this context, a resilient material, or 
elastic material, are to be understood as meaning a material 
that is capable of regaining its original shape or position after 
bending, stretching, compression, or other deformation. The 
resilient material is also one that would conform to the 
counter of the circumferential support which it overlays but 
will exert a pronounced pressure on the Support because of its 
tendency to return to its original shape. 
0028. The invention also provides a system for effecting 
ischemic necrosis in a foreskin of a penis. Reference is now 
made to FIG. 2 showing a system according an embodiment 
of the invention. For simplicity, like reference numerals to 
those used in FIG. 1A or 1B, shifted by 100, are used in FIG. 
2 to identify components having a same or similar function. 
For example, support element 10 in FIG. 1A is has the same 
function as support element 110 in FIG. 2 
0029. A system 100, as shown in FIG. 2, comprises a 
support element 110, an elastic ring 150 to be stretched over 
circumferential support 118 and placed in its groove 120. 
According to the embodiment of FIG. 2, the system may also 
comprise a deployment element 160. 
0030 Elastic ring is made of an elastic material, and is 
shown in this embodiment to be made of rubber, such as 
ethylene propylene diene monomer (EPDM) rubber, polyure 
thane rubber or silicone rubber. However, it is to be appreci 
ated that the elastic ring may be of any elastic or elastomeric 
material, other than rubber, Such as a spring or spring-like 
material Such as initinol, Steel springs. 
0031 Elastic ring may be secured with a safety thread. The 
safety thread may be a loop closed onto the elastic ring and 
may be used to lift the elastic ring, e.g. in case the elastic ring 
is misplaced and needs to be corrected. 
0032. As should be appreciated, support element 110 and 
elastic ring 150 have to be made of physiologically and bio 
logically compatible materials that do not cause irritation or 
allergic reaction when in contact with the skin. At times, these 
may be coated with such biocompatible material. For 
example, the Support element, while being generally rigid, 
may be coated with a relatively soft layer, Such as polyure 
thane latex, soft silicone or even fleece, to reduce friction 
between the foreskin and the support element. 
0033. In some embodiments, the elastic ring and/or the 
Support element are coated or impregnated with Substances 
having a benefit in the circumcision procedure, such as lubri 
cants, antiseptic agents (e.g. copper based antimicrobial 
fibers such as those sold by Cupron, silver based products 
made by AcryMed), anesthetic agents, etc. 
0034. The dimensions of support element, such as support 
element 110 and elastic ring, such as ring 150 are selected 
Such that once the elastic ring is mounted on the foreskin and 
in turn on the circumferential support 118, radial pressure is 
applied onto the portions of the foreskin that is held between 
the elastic ring and circumferential Support. The pressure 
should be such that, on the one hand, blood flow and oxygen 
supply into the foreskin is obstructed thereby gradually lead 
ing to the formation of ischemic tissue, and on the other hand, 
the pressure does not cause significant inconvenience or pain 
to the Subject. In some embodiments, the desired pressure is 
obtained by constructing an elastic ring which when in a 
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relaxed, non-stretched State, has an inner diameter that is 
either equal or up to 10% lower than the outer diameter of the 
Support element, when measured from the outer Surface 
thereof. For example, the difference in diameters may be in 
the range from 1 to 10 mm, preferably from 3 to 7 mm. Such 
difference may cause a radial pressure of about 0.4 to 0.8 
atmospheres. 
0035. The deployment element, when used, constitutes an 
arrangement of holders for holding the elastic ring in a 
stretched State thereof and for mounting the elastic ring 
within the circumferential support of the support element. 
0036 An exemplary structure of deployment element can 
be best seen in FIG.3. According to this embodiment, deploy 
ment element 160 includes a frame 162 and an array of 
holders 164 (four in this specific embodiment) carried by 
frame 162 and projecting in a generally normal direction from 
the plane, defined by frame 162 dimensioned to enclose at 
least a part of a penis shaft. While in the exemplary embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 3 the frame has a generally circular 
(closed ring) shape, it is to be appreciated that the frame may 
have an oval shape or even a polygonal shape, such as an 
opened square, pentagonal etc. Equally, while the frame is 
illustrated as a closed shape, the frame may also comprise an 
open segment, e.g. having a generally U shape. 
0037. Further as illustrated in FIG. 3, the arrangement is a 
circular array of spaced-apart holders 164. While illustrated 
as four Substantially equally spaced apart holders (equally, at 
least as it is viewed by the eye), the deployment element may 
comprise less, e.g. three, or more than four holders. 
0038. Each holder 164 has, at its apex 166, a recess 168 for 
holding the elastic ring in a stretched state. Recess 168 is 
defined at its distal end by a low ridge 170. When referring to 
low, it is to be understood that the height of the ridge from a 
base 172 of recess 168 is at least shorter than a proximal wall 
174 of the recess 168. This low ridge 170 allows securing the 
elastic ring in position within recess 168, on the one hand, and 
easy release for deployment, as will be seen below, on the 
other hand. 
0039. The system of the invention may also includes, by 
Some embodiments, a penis measuring device comprising a 
plate with a plurality of circular openings of different diam 
eter, each defining a penis Sulcus size. In this connection, 
reference is made to FIG. 4 showing a penis measuring device 
180 according to an embodiment of the invention. 
0040. Measuring device 180, in this specific embodiment, 

is in the form of a disc having five openings 182, all of a 
different diameter. By determining the opening that fits the 
penis Sulcus, the diameter of the penis can be gauged and a 
properly dimensioned system can be selected for use in 
effecting necrosis of the foreskin. It is noted that the size of 
the support element should be such that when fitted over the 
Sulcus it is sufficiently large to allow erection. 
0041 Reference is now made to FIGS.5A to 5G showing 
steps in a deployment procedure for deploying element and 
elastic ring in a manner that will eventually lead to ischemic 
necrosis of a subjects foreskin, according to an embodiment 
of the invention. 
0042. In a first step, shown in FIG. 5A, the diameter of a 
Subject’s penis, in particular, the Sulcus, is gauged, using 
measuring device 180. In this specific case the foreskin is 
manually stretched backward (towards the shaft), by the prac 
titioner or physician, to permit measurement of the penis 
Sulcus 184 by fitting the penis in appropriate opening 182. 
Then, as shown in FIG. 5B, the foreskin 186 is stretched 
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forward and a circumcision line, such as the dotted line 188 is 
marked over foreskin 186 according to medically acceptable 
standards for circumcision procedures. The circumcision line 
is marked with a medically acceptable marker, e.g. a non 
toxic, and non-allergenic marker. 
0043. In a third step, illustrated in FIG. 5C, the elastic ring 
150 is stretched over deployment element 160 and into 
recesses of holders 164 (in this particular example, four hold 
ers) of deployment element 160 to essentially acquire an 
essentially square shape. The deployment element 160 carry 
ing the stretched elastic ring on the four holders is then passed 
over the penis shaft with the frame 162 of the deployment 
element 160 far enough along the penis shaft 190 so that 
foreskin 186 can be fully folded back onto the shaft 190 
without touching the deployment element 160. In the particu 
lar embodiment shown in FIG. 5D, the deployment element 
160 is pushed proximal to the subject’s body (and the holders 
apex facing the glans). 
0044. In a forth step, the foreskin is stretched forward to 
fully open the foreskin, as illustrated in FIG. 5E, and support 
element 110 is inserted via foreskin opening 192, while held 
stretch opened, over the penis glans (not shown), below the 
foreskin as sequentially shown in FIGS. 5F and 5G. The 
support element 110 is placed over the sulcus, such that its 
groove 120 is fitted below the circumcision line 188 and the 
two first segments are positioned at lateral sides of the penis 
I. The existence of the two first segments 126 and 128, where 
their outer surface 116 essentially tangential to the support 
element’s inner surface 114, provides easy insertion of the 
support element 110 through the foreskin opening 192. Fore 
skin 186 may be stretched open using the hands of the phy 
sician or using various instruments such as clamps, clasps, 
tongs or known Surgical tools (not shown). 
0045. In an alternative embodiment, the foreskin 186 may 
be stretched back over the shaft 190 and then support element 
110 is directly placed over the glans of the penis. 
0046. In the next step, support element 110 is maneuvered 
around the glans of the penis until the circumferential center 
line of the recess 168, (not shown) and is substantially lined 
up with dotted line (circumcision line) 188. 
0047. In FIGS. 5G and 5I, while holding the support ele 
ment 110 in place, deployment element 160 is advanced 
along shaft 190 towards the glans (FIG. 5H) until elastic ring 
150 lies circumferentially over circumcision line 188 and 
firmly grasps at least portions of circumferential recess 168 
through foreskin 186 (FIG.5I). The elastic ring 150, deploy 
ment element 160 and support element 110 are now all 
coupled as a fixed arrangement via inward radial compression 
forces applied by the elastic ring (not shown). 
0048. As shown in FIG.5I, foreskin opening 192 no longer 
needs to be held stretched open. Also, it is noted that a cir 
cumferential centerline of the recess 168, does not need to 
necessarily line up exactly with circumcision line 188, in this 
step. In an alternative to this step, if foreskin 186 was pulled 
back along shaft 190, in this step, foreskin 186 is pulled over 
Support element 110, either using the hands or an instrument. 
Support element 110 would then be maneuvered to its desired 
position as described above. 
0049. As illustrated, the diameter of deployment element 
160 and the stretched diameter of elastic ring 150 are larger 
than the diameters of shaft 190 and the area of the penis 
around foreskin 186. In addition, at this stage, circumcision 
line 188 may still not lined up exactly with the circumferential 
centerline of the recess 168 (not shown). Thus, the fixed 
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arrangement comprising Support element 110, deployment 
element 160 and elastic ring 150 may be moved as a single 
unit distally or proximally along shaft 190 to align the cen 
terline of recess 168 with circumcision line 188. Alterna 
tively, foreskin 186 may be pulled in the desired direction to 
align the centerline of recess 186 circumcision line 188. It is 
noted that while the fixed arrangement of support element 
110, deployment element 160 and elastic ring 150 are tightly 
held together, it is still possible to move the arrangement 
along the penis or pull the foreskin without dislodging elastic 
ring 150 from the deployment element 160. 
0050. The last step of elastic ring deployment shown in 
FIG. 5.J., where the elastic ring 150 is dislodged from each 
holder's ridge 170 while the support element 110 and deploy 
ment element 160 are held together in place. The stretched 
elastic ring is fitted over support element 110 and applies 
pressure on the foreskin and its Support portion between 
Support along the circumcision line 192. 
0051 Finally, once the elastic ring 150 is removed from 
the deployment element 160, the latter is removed from shaft 
190. 
0052 At times, elastic ring may be misplaced or incor 
rectly placed. Therefore, to ensure that the elastic ring is 
correctly and circumferentially mounted over the circumci 
sion line, the elastic ring is equipped with a safety thread (not 
illustrated) that allows the lifting of the elastic ring back into 
the deployment element recesses or adjusting the location of 
the ring to correctly place it over the circumcision line. Once 
the elastic ring is safely in place, the deployment element is 
removed and optionally, the safety thread is cut. 
0053. Within a period of time, typically from 72 hours to 
about 14 days, at times, from 5 to 10 days or from 6 to 9 days 
and preferably between 5 to 7 days after deployment of the 
elastic ring, the foreskin is necrotic and dry and this necrotic 
skin is (excised) removed from the penis. 
0054 Steps for the removal of necrotic foreskin and the 
system according to the invention from the penis is illustrated 
in FIGS. 6A to 6G. Firstly, as shown in FIG. 6A, necrotic 
foreskin is removed by any conventional cutting tool Such as 
Scissors 194, including, without being limited thereto, Scis 
sors, razorblade, scalpel. At times, forceps 196 may be used, 
as illustrated in FIG. 6B. Needless to note that cutting of the 
necrotic foreskin is to be made as close as possible to the 
elastic ring. At times, dead foreskin naturally falls. 
0055 For releasing elastic ring 160 and support element 
110, location of the first segments of support element (the 
flat, Zero curvature segment) is verified (these first segments 
are to be on the lateral sides of the penis) and a cutting element 
is inserted between circumferential recess 168 and elastic 
ring 150 at one of the first segments, thereby cutting elastic 
ring 150, as shown in FIG. 6C. 
0056. As a last stage, the support element is released, 
either with a physician’s fingers or using forceps 196, as 
clearly illustrated in FIGS. 6D to 6G. 
0057. It should be noted that by virtue of the existence of 
the first segments, the ring is accessible for cutting at the first 
segments (with flat outer surfaces), as can be seen in FIG. 6C, 
and is less accessible in flanking segments where it is tightly 
received within the deep groove of the support element. This 
configuration also allows cutting of the necrotic foreskin 
substantially adjacent to the circumferential recess 168 and 
the elastic ring 150 and thus eases removal of the support 
element 110 from the penis and reduces any pain that the 
subject may feel when the support element 110 is removed. In 
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this connection, it is noted that dead skin tissue is hard and not 
stretchable like live skin tissue, therefore when the support 
element is removed from the penis (after the foreskin is 
removed), any dead skin tissue still coupled to the penis may 
cause sensations of pain as the Support element is removed, 
since the live skin tissue adjacent to the dead skin tissue may 
have to stretch beyond its normal amount as the Support 
element is removed. The existence of the two first segments 
Substantially enables a cutting instrument to cut the foreskin 
Substantially close to the capturing ring, thereby minimizing 
the amount of dead foreskin left on the penis and easing the 
removal of the Support element. In addition, the configuration 
of the two parallel first segments also reduces the likelihood 
of the foreskin adhering to the surface of the support element 
as it dries, thereby also easing the removal of the Support 
element. 

1. A Support element for use in effecting ischemic necrosis 
in a foreskin of a penis, being a closed-loop member defining 
an opening dimensioned to permit a penis glans to pass there 
through and having an inner Surface and an outer Surface; the 
outer Surface comprising a circumferential Support for an 
elastic ring to be mounted thereon, said circumferential Sup 
port being formed within a groove in at least part of the outer 
Surface; at least one first segment of the outer Surface having 
an outer curvature of a radius larger than that of its flanking 
Second segments. 

2. The support element of claim 1, wherein the outer cur 
Vature is defined by a top of side walls along the groove. 

3. The Support element of claim 1, wherein the outer cur 
Vature of the first segment is Substantially Zero. 

4. The Support element of claim 1, wherein said groove 
extends along said first segment. 

5. The Support element of claim 1, comprising at least two 
of the first segments. 

6. The support element of claim 5, comprising two of said 
first segments at opposite sides of the closed loop member. 

7. System for effecting ischemic necrosis in a foreskin of a 
penis, comprising: 

an elastic ring; and 
a Support element defining a closed loop defining an open 

ing dimensioned to permit a penis to pass therethrough 
and having an inner Surface and an outer Surface; the 
outer Surface comprising a circumferential Support for 
the elastic ring to be mounted thereon, said Support 
being formed within a groove in at least part of the outer 
Surface; at least one segment of the outer Surface having 
a curvature of a radius larger than that of its flanking 
Segments. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the outer curvature is 
defined by a top of side walls along the groove. 

9. The system of claim 7, wherein the outer curvature of the 
first segment is Substantially Zero. 

10. The system of claim 7, wherein said groove extends 
along said first segment. 

11. The system of claim 7, comprising at least two of the 
first segments. 

12. The system of claim 11, comprising two of said first 
segments at opposite sides of the closed loop member. 

13. The system of claim 7, comprising, 
a deployment element having an arrangement of holders 

for holding the elastic ring in a stretched state thereof 
and for mounting the elastic ring within the circumfer 
ential Support of said Support element. 
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14. The system of claim 13, wherein said arrangement 
comprises a circular array of spaced-apart holders. 

15. The system of claim 13, wherein said arrangement 
comprises four holders substantially equally spaced apart. 

16. (canceled) 
17. The system of claim 13, comprising a frame member 

carrying said arrangement of holders, the frame being dimen 
Sioned to enclose at least a part of the penis shaft. 

18. (canceled) 
19. The system of claim 16, wherein said frame is selected 

from the group consisting of a closed loop member and a ring 
like element. 

20. (canceled) 
21. The system of claim 17, wherein said holders project 

from the frame in a direction generally normal to a plane 
defined by the frame. 

22. The system of claim 21, wherein a distal end of each of 
the holders has a recess for holding the elastic ring. 

23. (canceled) 
24. The system of claim 13, further comprising at least one 

of (i) a safety thread secured to said elastic ring and (ii) a penis 
measuring device comprising a plate with a plurality of cir 
cular openings of different diameter, each diameter defining a 
penis Sulcus size. 

25. (canceled) 
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