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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN JOHNSTON, of the 

city, county, and State of New York, have in 
vented an Improved Process for Graining or 
Imitating Wood, also for transferring figures 
and making imprints, &c., of which the fol 
lowing is a specification: 

I take a glass plate of any desired size and 
thickness; but I prefer a thick even plate when 
I desire to imitate wood or graining. I design 
on such a plate with pencil and brush with the 
aid of asphaltum, wax, grease, or fatty sub 
stances such figures and configurations which 
are seen on the surface of planed wood. When 
properly dried Ipour fluoric acid, or any chem 
ical which will produce etching on glass, on 
such a prepared plate that will etch into the 
glass not covered with the aforesaid asphaltum, 
wax, grease, or fatty substances. I prefer to use 
asphaltum, although Wax, grease, or fatty Sub 
stances may be used. I also prefer to use flu 
oric acid for the purpose of etching, although 
other chemicals may be used for the same pur 
pose. When the etchingisproduced sufficiently 
deep on the uncovered part of the plate Irinse 
and clean the plate with spirits or turpentine 
and sand, and spread the whole surface over 
evenly with oil-graining color. I then take a 
scraper made of soft wood, planed perfectly 
even, and draw this piece of wood over the 
plate, which operation leaves the colors only on 
the etched spots. I then roll a printer's roller 
(the circumference and width of which are 
equal to the length and width of the prepared 
part of the plate) over the whole surface of 
the prepared plate, by which operation the 

color deposited in the etched part of the plate 
is transferred to the printer's roller. This so 
prepared roller Iroll over the surface I desire 
to grain or imitate graining on, be it wood, 
metal, paper, or any other substance or com. position. 
By this process I obtain plates from which 

any desired number of impressions can be 
taken quickly, cheaply, and readily, even by 
unexperienced hands. 
The Whole art and peculiarities of the ex 

perienced grainer can be expended on a series 
of plates without requiring his time or services 
in copying, and thus makes this process the 
cheapest, quickest, and most perfect mode of 
graining or imitating Wood yet invented. 
The same process as here described in pre 

paring the plates is also employed when I de 
sire to transfer a figure or make an imprint on 
paper or any other substance, with the differ. 
ence that I etch out the places I do not wish 
transferred. This so prepared plate I mount 
on Wood-that is, I place a piece of wood of 
the same thickness as the length of type on 
the back of such a prepared wood plate, to 
whichitmaybe cemented or screwed; and print 
from it in the ordinary manner. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I desire to claim 
The process of producing the type of a de 

sign for imitations of wood, in the manner sub 
stantially as described in my specification. 

JOHN JOHNSTON. 
Witnesses: 
- RICHARD GERNER, 

FRANKLIN BARRITT. 
  


