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This invention pertains to dispensing packages for fine-
Iy divided granular material useful for dispensing pepper
or salt served with meals on airplanes or the like.

One object of this invention is to provide a dispensing
package which can be readily produced in a strip package
machine of the character, for example, shown and de-
scribed in Stroop Patent No. 3,054,236, issued September
18, 1962, which accordingly can be produced at low cost
and which at the same time will occupy very small space
for shipment and can be readily handled by the user.

Other objects will be apparent to those skilled in the
art from consideration of the following specification and
claims: :

Referring to the drawings:

FIGURE 1 is an elevation with one side broken away
to show the interior of a dispensing package embodying
the invention.

FIGURE 2 is a sectional elevation on the line 2—2 of
FIGURE 1. .

FIGURE 3 is an elevation showing a ‘complete pack-
age but with the top partially torn away to illustrate how
the package is made ready for use.

FIGURE 4 is a partially sectional elevation which illus-
trates the package in use after the top edge has been re-
moved completely.

FIGURE 5 is an elevation of a modified form of pack-
age which also embodies this invention.

Reférring to the drawings, the package here shown
comprises side strips 16 and 11 which may be made of
plastic material and may be transparent, if desired.

As shown in FIGURES 1 and 2, the package contains
a bulk of granular material 12, such as table salt or pepper,
and the dispensing package may be formed and filled on
a strip packaging machine such as shown in FIGURE 5
of the Stroop patent above referred to. The sheets 18 and
11 are sealed on all four sides as the package is produced.
The sheets are preferably made of thermoplastic material
in the usual manner. - The interior of the package at the
dispensing.‘end is provided with spaced projections 14
which may be formed in several different ways. For ex-
ample, a notched insert 13 may be introduced between
the plastic sheets 16 and 11, and it may be sealed into
the package so-that it will have the appearance shown
in FIGURE 1, if the sheet 19 is partially removed.

In actual use the upper end of the package will be torn
off at the tear nicks 15, the tearing operation being shown
in FIGURE 3, and the result after the top is torn off is
shown in FIGURE 4. The projections 14 in the finished
package are spaced and form pockets 16 from which the
salt or other material may be readily dispensed by a
sprinkling operation.

Referring to FIGURE 5, the package is similar to that
illustrated in FIGURES 1 to 4, but the sealing dies of the
strip package machine on which the packages are pro-
duced are arranged with longitudinal indentations which
form scals 20 on all four sides of the package. Addi-
tionally, a plurality of spaced parallel pressure indenta-
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tion seals 21 are formed in the dispensing end of the
package and extend a short distance into the package
whereby, when the end of the package is removed at the
tear line, open pockets 16 will be produced from which
the salt and other material to be dispensed may be dis-
tributed as in FIGURE 4.

Other modifications may be made by those skilled in
this art without departing from the spirit of this invention,
and only such limitations should be imposed as are indi-
cated in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A dispensing package for granular material compris-
ing two rectangular fabric sheets, seals extending com-
pletely around the sheets near their edges to enclose the
granular material, a tear line located near one end of the
package, a serrated spacer strip sealed within the fabric
sheets at one end of the package and a tear line extending
across the serrations of the spacer strip whereby the tear-
ing of the package at-the tear line wili provide a plurality
of control channels through which the granular material
may be dispensed.

2. A dispensing package for finely divided granular
material which comprises a flat container having opposite
sides of thin fabric sheets completely sealed together at
the édges, a thin spacer sheet at one side of the package
sealed between the corresponding edges of the fabric
sheets, such spacer being provided with a plurality of
projections extending inwardly within the package, the

“outer edge of the package where the spacer is located

being adapted to enable the user to tear off the outer end
of the strips and spacer whereby the finely divided mate-
rial may be discharged in a controlled manner through the
spaces between the plurality of projections.

3. A dispensing package for finely divided -granular
material which comprises a flat container having opposite
sides of thin fabric sheets completely sealed together at
the edges, a thin spacer sheet at one side of the package
sealed - between the corresponding edges of the fabric
sheets, such spacer being provided with a plurality of
projections extending inwardly within the package, the
outer edge of the package where the spacer is located
being notched to enable the user to tear off the outer end
of the strips and spacer, whereby the finely divided mate-
rial may be discharged in a controlled manner. through
the spaces between the plurality of projections.

4. A dispensing package for granular material compris-
ing fabric sides sealed to enclose the material, means near
and extending along one end of the package providing
shallow pockets between said sides, and a tear line located
within the confines of said means, whereby the shallow
pockets become discharge channels when said end of said
package is torn off along said tear line.
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