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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 567,050, dated September 1, 1896. 
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To all, whom, it may concern. - 
Be it known that I, RICHARD J. SMITH, of 

Lovelaceville, in the county of Ballard and 
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Spittoons, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of spit 

toons which are secured in the floor and pro 
Vided With means for readily cleaning them. 
The objects of my invention are to provide 

a Spittoon which shall be convenient for use 
and application, which shall take up little or 
no room or offer any obstruction to free move 
ment over the floor, and to provide a spittoon 
which shall be self-cleaning and positive-act 
Ing. 
The invention consists of a spittoon fitted 

in an opening in the floor and provided with 
connected top and bottom portions which are 
adapted to be alternately opened and closed. 

It further consists in the features of con 
struction of the various parts and their novel 
combination or arrangement, as will be here 
inafter fully explained, and pointed out in 
the claims. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
View as in use. Fig. 2 is a vertical section 
of the same. Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail 
View of a portion of the cover and cover-rest. 
Fig. 4 is a view of a modified form. 
In carrying out my invention I employ a 

Spittoon-body A, which may be cylindrical or 
any other shape in cross-section and is pref 
erably contracted at its central portion a, as 
ShOWn, and made of metal or other material. 
The upper part of the body Aisprovided with 
a flange A", which may be integral or attached 
thereto by suitable means. This flange A'is 
beveled from its top to its bottom and rests 
On the floor F, around the opening in the same 
in which the spittoon-body is set, and facili 
tates the sweeping of trash or dirt into the 
Spittoon. The body of the spittoon has a cover 
B, hinged to the flange A' at h, which hinge 
h is so arranged as to be out of the Way, 
and entirely closes the upper opening of the 
said spittoon-body. The cover is provided 
On its upper surface and near its outer edge 
farthest from the hinge with a knob or han 
dle b for opening and closing the same. The 
under surface is provided with a ledge or pro 
jection L, which fits snugly in the upper open 

ing of the body. If desired, this ledge or 
projection may have around its vertical face 
a packing-ring to make a close fit. 
The lower opening or bottom of the body 

portion is provided with a swinging cover B', 
which is secured thereto by a hinge or other 
suitable means, said bottom cover being con 
nected with the under surface of the top cover 
B by a chain or other suitable flexible con 
nection C, which allows top cover B to be 
thrown completely back and down on the floor. 
The length of the chain C is such that when 

the top cover is raised and thrown back to its 
full extent the bottom cover completely cov 
ers the lower open end of the body of the 
spittoon, the lower edges of the body being 
inwardly beveled and the edges of the bottom 
cover being similarly beveled to make a close 
fit. The beveled edges of the body or bot 
tom cover may be provided with an elastic 
packing to insure an air-tight joint. 
Situated in the rear of the hinge h is a top 

rest D, secured to the floor and having near 
its edge farthest from said hinge the depres 
sion or socket d. The purpose of the socket 
d is to receive and hold the knob or handleb 
when the top cover B is opened. 
The edges of the top rest D are beveled 
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from its top surface to where it meets the 
floor, so that it will offer no resistance to the 
foot should it strike it. The knobb on the 
cover B may bulge slightly near the top, and 
the socket d may have secured in it an elas 
tic ring d", which will hold the knobb therein 
with a slight pressure. The beveled flange 
A' is secured to the floor by screws or other 
suitable means, the purpose of the bevel be 
ing to furnish a guide for the foot when it is 
desired to open the top cover. If desired, 
the device may be set in a depression made 

9o 

in the floor, the depression being of a size 
suitable to receive the top cover when in an 
open position, and the socket d may be made 
in this depression, as shown in Fig. 4. By 
seating the entire device in a depression the 
apparatus offers no obstruction to travel over 
the same. 
The operation of my device is as follows: 

When it is desired to use the spittoon, the 
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cover is raised and thrown back until it rests. 
on or in the top rest D. The chain C, connect 
ing the top and bottom covers, will raise the 
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bottom cover and close the bottom opening, forming a tight-bottomed receptacle from 
which all air is excluded. When it is desired 
to empty the spittoon, the top cover is re 
leased from its position on or in the top rest 
D by the foot, the bevel on the edge of the 
top rest guiding the foot up until it strikes 
the edge of the top cover. When the top 
coveris closed, the bottom cover swings down 
Ward by its own weight and the weight of the 
contents of the spittoon, and the contents are 
discharged through the bottom opening, thus 
making the device a self-cleaning apparatus 
and doing away with the troublesome and 
dirty operations of emptying and washing 
the spittoon, such as is necessary with the 
spittoon in common use. 
My improved spittoon may be used on rail 

road and street cars, boats, in offices, and in 
fact anywhere that spittoons are susceptible 
of use. 
By having the central portion of the body 

contracted the full pressure of the contents 
is not put on the bottom cover when it is 
closed, and hence lessens the liability of the 
said bottom cover to exert a pull on the chain 
and accidentally close the top cover. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 1. A spittoon comprising a body portion 
open at each end, covers pivotally connected 
to Said ends and a flexible connection be 
tween said covers to allow the top cover to be 
thrown back on the floor, substantially as 
shown and described. 

2. The combination with a spittoon having 
a flange at its upper end adapted to be seated 
around a floor-opening, covers pivotally con 

nected to each end of the body and flexibly 
connected to each other, and a top-cover rest 
in or on the floor, substantially as shown and 
described. 

3. The combination of a spittoon having 
a body portion open at each end and provided 
with a beveled flange at its upper end, a cover 
hinged to the upper end of said body and 
having a knob on its upper surface of the 
top-cover rest in or on the floor and having 
a socket in its upper surface to receive the 
knob on said top cover, substantially as shown 
and described. 

4. The combination of a spittoon having 
a body portion open at each end, covers piv 
otally connected to each end and flexibly con 
nected to each other, the top cover having a 
knob thereon, of a top-cover rest having bev 
eled edges and provided with a socket adapt 
ed to receive and retain the knob of said top 
cover with a slight pressure, substantially as 
shown and described. 

5. The combination with a spittoon having 
a body portion open at each end the upper 
end having a beveled flange and the body 
portion being contracted at its central por 
tion, covers pivotally connected to each end, 
said covers having elastic packing-rings, and 
flexibly connected to each other, the top cover 
having a knob on its upper surface, of a top 
cover rest having beveled edges and provided 
on its upper surface with a socket containing 
an elastic ring adapted to receive and retain 
the knob of the top cover, with a slight pres 
sure, substantially as shown and described. 

RICHARD J. SMITH. 
Witnesses: 

W. L. TURNER, 
R. P. STREETY. 
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