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1 
My invention relates to musical instruments 

and, more particularly, to what are characterized 
as music boxes. 
An important object of my invention is to pro 

vide a musical instrument of the aforementioned 
character, which comprises an enclosure, and a 
multiplicity of spring-like elements mounted 
therein, so as to have a free-vibrating end avail 
able for plucking with the fingers, or with a me 
chanical pick, or in any suitable manner in Which 
such instruments are usually played. 
A further object of my invention is to provide, 

in a music box enclosure, a multiplicity of Sound 
producing reed-like elements secured at one end; 
the other end remaining free to produce vibration 
and emission of sound as a result of Vibration. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a multiplicity of tone-producing vibrating ele 
ments, which have the vibrating end coiled about 
in spiral formation varying the number of turns 
so as to produce varied tonal effects. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a music box of the aforementioned character, 
equipped with articulately secured picks at the 
bottom of the said music box, so that the various 
tona effects may be produced by manipulation 
of the handle portions provided on the said picks, 

Astili further object of my invention is to pl'O- 
vide a music box of the aforementioned character, 
Which has its bottom Soundboard positioned On 
Suitable legs or spacers, So that the same may be 
placed on an auxiliary Soundboard of larger 
measurement, in order to effectuate a greaterin 
tensity of tonal Sound effect by virtue of the 
Sympathetic vibration engendered between the 
bottom of the music box and the said auxiliary 
soundboard on which it may be supported or positioned. 
A still further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a cover means in order to protect the ex 
posed portions of the tone producing elementSto 
prevent the same from accumulating dust and 
foreign matter from the atmosphere. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a cover means of the aforementioned character 
protecting the interior confines of the music box 
structure, and Which may be variably positioned 
to cover partially the sound emission openings 
eXposing the vibrating portions of the tonal ele 
nents, So that the Said cover Will also function as 
a mute in reducing or increasing, Within mini 
mum and maximum ranges, the sound intensity 
emitted therefrom. 
Other objects and advantages, inherent in my 

invention, will be more clearly understoodby 
reference to the accompanying drawings, and 
eucidated further in the ensuing description, 
wherein ke numerals are used to designate like 
parts, and in which: 

Fig. 1 represents a perspective view of a device, 
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2 
made and constructed in accordance With the 
teachingS of my invention, positioine on an auX 
iliary soundboard, shown in phantom. 

Fig. 2 is a Sectional View in perSpectiv2 shOWing 
the interior structural all'rangement of the tonal 
vibrating elements, mounted in accordance With. 
the practices of my invention. 

Fig. 3 isa. sectional view take substantially on 
the lines 3-3 of Fig. 2, and indicates various 
manners of mounting the tonal elements. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary Sectional VieW taken sub 
Stantially On the lines -4 of Fig. 1. 

Referring to the various views, my invention 
is generally designated 5, and co: Sists of a bOX 
like enclosure, having Walls and fi, 2, bottom 9, 
and a top element il secured removably to the 
Said box Within the sloted Or receSSed end pOr 
tionS 36 in the WaS O. The enclOSure iS prO 
vided with feet 8 on Which it is Supported, 
The said top element , t is provided With three 

openings 2 under Which are mounted individual 
tonal vibrating elements, with the vibrating por 
tions exposed through the said openings 12. 
Three openings 3 of larger magnitude are pro 
Vided, so as to eXpose three sets of two tonal ele 
mentS, each mounted thereLinder and haVing 
their vibrating portions eXposed for plucking with 
the fingers 33 When i; is desired to play the in 
strument. One larger opening ?i is provided 
covering three tonal elementS. 
Channels 34 are provided in Which is gidably 

Secured a cover and nute element, designated 35, 
slidably attachable and l'enovable by Virtue of 
the Said Sides or channels 3. 

In the first opening 2, a tonal element 5 is 
exposed which comprises a piece of Springy or 
resilient metal, which When plucked will be caused 
to Vibrate, in View of the fact that it is noo ed at 
itS other end to the bottom 9 of the musical in 
strument; thus itS vibration is tranSmitted to the 
bottom9 acting as a Soundboard. 
The elementS 16 are similar to the element 5 

With the exception that One of theim haS a curved 
portion at the top 8; the other One a more eX 
tensive circular or curved portion 2. The re 
maining element:S have various Spiral formations 
of greater or Smaller magnitude, as indicated at 
2 and 2, This feature provides variance to the 
tonal effects, or the pitch of the tonal elements. 
The tonal elementS may also be made of l'esilient 
wire material 23, haying coiled portions 24 in a 
horizontal formation. 
The elements 6 are preferably provided With 

a hump portion 22 Which is accessible and read 
ily engageable by the mail of the fingers 33, or 
Which may be engaged by a mechanical pick or 
other instrumentality used for exerting flexing 
presSure thereon, to cause vibration and inci 
dental pitch and tonal effects produced there 
frO. 
The elements 6 may be mounted in different 
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Ways, as indicated in Fig. 3. One method is to 
forma foot 25 and have the same secured to the 

- soundboard 9 by virtue of escutcheon pins 26. 
Another means is to have a blunt end on the ele 
ment 6 engaged or positioned in the slot 28 of 
a supporting strut 2 i which, in turn, is Secured 
by means of escutcheon pins 29 to the Sound 
board 9. 
Another means of producing sound emission 

from the tonal elements is to use the mechanical 
picks il provided and mounted at the bottom of 
the instrument; the said picks I consisting of a 
metallic element, having a prong 3 which Will 
releasably engage and pluck the elements i6, the 
said picks being pivoted at 30, and having a 
manipulating portion 32 eXtending through the 
base at the bottom So that the instrument may 
be inverted With its upper face downwardy, and 
these picks operated by means of the handles 32 
With the fingers in Various permutations and com 
binations producing tone, harmony, ormelody. 
The elements 6 may also be made of different 

Widths and/or different thicknesses in order to 
provide different pitch and tonal effect.S. 
may also be made in various lengths So as to 
Vary the amplitude or Vibration and the inci 
denta tOne or pitch effectS. 
To play the instrument by plucking with the 

fingers at the top, the cover 35 having first been 
removed, the fingers reach, through the openings 
2, 3, and , the elements 6 and pluck at the 
humps 22, or at the top portion 5 thereof, in 
Orderto produce varioustonal effects. 
When the instrument 5 is placed on the auxil 

iary soundboard 6, the vibration is increased de 
pending on the size of the soundboard 6, and 
thus a greater Volume of sound is produced. The 
auxiliary soundboard 6 being larger intensifies 
the Sound effects produced by the Sympathetic 
Vibration of the soundboard 9 at the bottom of 
the instrument acting in consonance With the 
auXiliary Soundboard 6. 

It may be desired to play the instrumenti not 
directly with the fingers, but through the picks 
7. In that event, the cover 35 may be utilized 
as a mute by having its forWard edge cover par 
tially the openings 2, 3, and 4; thus varying 
the sound emitted from the music box and which, 
in turn, may be amplified by the auxiliary sound 
board 6.. The cover may also be manipulated in 
the slides 34 simultaneously with the plucking of 
the picks 3, thus causing a continual variation 
in the volume or muting effects produced by the 
cover. Cr, the cover may be placed in a pre 
felred position in order to give the desired soft 
Or lOud Sound intensity. 
The invention is susceptible of various changes 

in its form, proportions, and minor details of 
construction, and the right is herein reserved to 
make such changes as properly would fall within 
the purview and scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described and disclosed my inven 
tion, What I claim as neW, and desire to Secure 
by Letters Patent, is: 

1. A music boX of the character described com 
prising, a box structure open at the top, a top 
grill element removably Secured to the Said box 
structure and provided With a multiplicity of 
Sound emission openings, a plural number of 
reed-like elements fixedlymounted at their loWer 
termini to the base of the said box structure, 
their upper termini eXtending upWardly to be 
accessible to Vibration producing means, slotted 
means on the bottom of the said box structure, 
and pick means articulately confined in the said 
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4 
slotted means and provided With prong means 
releasably engaging the free termini of the said 
reed-like elementS. 

2. A music box of the character described com 
prising, a box structure open at the top, a top grill 
element removably secured to the Said box struc 
ture and provided With a multiplicity of Sound 
emission openings, a plural number of reed-like 
elements fixedly mounted at their loWer termini 
to the base of the said box structure, theirupper 
termini extending upwardly to be accessible to 
Vibration producing means, foot means Secured to 
the said base of the said box structure to effect 
uate sympathetic vibration between the bottom 
of the said box structure and auxiliary sound 
board means resulting in increased sound inten 
sity, slotted means on the bottom of the Said bOX 
structure, and pick means articulately confined in 
the said slotted means and provided With prong 
means releasably engaging the free termini of the 
Said reed-like elementS. 

3. A music box of the character described com 
prising, a box structure open at the top, a top 
grill elementi removaby Secured to the Said bOX 
structure and provided with a multiplicity of 
sound emission openings, a plural number of 
reed-like elements fiXedly mounted at their loWer 
termini to the base of the Said box structure, 
their upper termini eXtending upWardly to be 
accessible to vibration producing means, channel 
means secured to the said top grill element, cover 
and mute element means slidably confined Within 
the Said channel means to effectuate Sound emis 
sions of varied intensity, slotted means on the 
bottom of the said box structure, and pick means 
articulately confined in the said slotted means 
and provided With prong means releasably engag 
ing the free termini of the Said reed-like elementS. 

4. A music box of the character described com 
prising a box structure open at the top, a top 
grill element removably secured to the said bOX 
structure and provided With a multiplicity of 
sound emission openings, a plural number of 
reed-like elementS fiXedly mounted at their loWer 
termini to the base of the said box structure, their 
upper termini eXtending upWardly to be accessible 
to Vibration producing means, foot means Secured 
to the Said base of the Said bOX Structure to 
effectuate sympathetic vibration betWeen the 
bottom of the said box structure and auxiliary 
sound-board means resulting in increased Sound 
intensity, channel means secured to the said top 
grill element, cover and mute element means 
slidably confined Within the said channel means 
to effectuate sound emissions of varied intensity, 
slotted means on the bottom of the said boX 
structure, and pick means articulately confined 
in the said slotted means and provided With prong 
means releasably engaging the free termini of the 
said reed-like elements. 
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