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1 Claim.
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This invention relates to truss construction,
and aims to provide novel means for adjusting
the truss to properly fit the body of the wearer,
the adjusting device being used in place of the
usual elastic webbing commonly employed for
connecting the pads at the rear of the truss,
thereby providing an adjusting means which may
be operated to insure a true fitting at all times.

Another object of the invention is to provide
means for making an exceptionally fine adjust-
ment of the truss, after the fruss has been posi-
tioned and the straps drawn to hold the truss in
position. |

Still another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a truss having adjustable pads which may
be readily and easily arranged to the proper po-
sition with respect to the supporting strap of the
truss, means being provided for holding the pad
in its adjusted position.

With the foregoing and other objects in view
which will appear as the description proceeds,
the invention consists of certain novel details of
construction and combinations of parts, herein-
after more fully described and pointed out in the
claim, it being understood that changes may be
made in the construction and arrangement of
parts without departing from the spirit of the
invention as claimed.

Referring to the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a truss con-
structed in accordance with the invention, and
eguipped with a turn-buckle adjusting means.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmental sectional view
through one of the rear pads of a truss, illus-
trating the construction of the turn-buckle.

With the foregoing and other cbjects in view,
the truss comprises the belt or strap 5§, which is
provided with a buckle 6 at one end thereof,
through which the end 7 of the belt passes and
by means of which the belt is tightened around
the body of the wearer of the truss.

The reference character 8 indicates the rear
rads of the truss, which are connected by means
of the turn-buckle, indicated generally by the
reference character 9. Each of these pads com-
prises a steel plate (8, to which an end of the belt
is secured, the steel plate being of a length to ex-
tend ‘beyond the end of the rear pad where it is
connected with the threaded shank (i at one
end of a turn-buckle assembly. Mounted on op-
posite sides of the steel plate {8, is padding ma-
terial 12, which is covered by the leather cover-
ing 18. It will, of course, be understood that the
rear pads & are construeted identically and the
thregded shank 14 which extends from the op-
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posite rear pad, cooperates with a threaded bore
formed in one end of the turn-buckle 9 to move
the rear pads 8, towards or away from each other.

The turn-buckle 9 is of a construction, to pro-
vide flat surfaces 15 that permit of ready opera-
tion of the turn-buckle to tighten or locosen the
belt after the belt has been secured in position
by the buckle 6.

It will further be seen that because of the con-
struction of the turn-buckle, the turn-buckle will
be held spaced from the back of the wearer of
the truss, and will not contact the back of the
wearer to cause discomfort.

The reference character 16 indicates a truss
pad which is provided with a band or loop (7
through which a belt or strap 5 extends. This
loop or strap 17 is provided with exfensions {8
that extend laterally from the sides thereof, the
extensions {8 providing fingers for contact with
the belt. The ends of the extensions or fingers
i8 are pointed and extend towards the back of
the pad 186, to pierce the belt and hold the pad in
its positions of adjustment on the belt.

From the foregoing it will be seen that due to
the construction shown and described, I have
provided a truss wherein an adjustment of the
belt may be made to support the truss, and that
when an exceptionally fine adjustment is re-
quired for the application of pressure, the turn-
buckle may be operated to draw the belt into
close engagement with the body of the wearer.

In the showing, it will be noted that the turn-
buckle has been operated so that in making an
adjustment of the turn-buckle, it will be operated
to move the turn-buckle away from the ends of
the rear pads 8, prior to the positioning of the
belt around the body of the wearer, so that ample
lengths of threaded shanks will be provided to
permit the rotation of the turn-buckle to draw
the shanks towards each other to provide for
the proper adjustments.

It will also be seen that the turn-buckle- as
provided, takes the place.of the usual elastic strip
commonly employed in connecting the rear pads
of a truss, and which elastic strip limits its re-
siliency and effectiveness as a support, due to
heat and perspiration of the body, thereby pro-
viding a-truss which may be worn considerably
longer and with a larger range of adjustment,
than is possible with the usual truss structure.

Having thus described the invention, what is

" claimed is:

55

A truss comprising a split belt, a buckle ad-
justably connecting the ends of the belt, rear
truss pads formed on the bell, each truss pad
comprising a steel plate connected with the belt,
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padding material surrounding the plate forming

a truss - pad, leather covering on the pad, a
threaded shank extending from the free end of
each steel plate, the threaded shanks of adjacent
truss pads being axially aligned, and a turn-
buckle operating over the threaded shanks, said
turn-buckle being adapted to move the truss pads
towards and away from each other.
JOHN H: WELLBORN.
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