
Nov. 2, 1937. E.J. speRRY 2,098,168 
SPINNING TOY 

Filed April 23, 1935 

Zzz7ZASzervá 
inventor 

by 2&eÉazaaré, 
Attorney 

  



19 

20 

25 

30 

5 5 

Patented Nov. 2, 1937 

UNITED STATES 

2,098,168 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,098,168 

SPINNING TOY 
Edgar J. Sperry, Atlanta, Ga. 

Application April 23, 1935, Serial No. 17,858 
3 Claims. 

. This invention relates to toys and its general 
object is to provide a spinning toy that includes 
an element to be spun through the action of a 
handled pointed means termed the Spinner, and 
which may be used to contact the Spinning ele 
ment beyond its center to bring about rotation 
thereof, merely by rotary movement of the 
spinner by the operator, with the result it will be 
seen that the Spinning element can be continu 
ously spun or rotated for a prolonged period of 
time and can be thrown in the air While Spin 
ning and caught by the Spinner, therefore the toy 
is not only amusing and creates mugh fun, but 
also requires and produces skill on the part of the 
Operator. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a spinning toy including a spinning element hav 
ing means for directing itself centrally thereof 
on the point of the spinner and the Spinner is 
capable of being self-supporting so that it can 
be set upon a table or the like With the element 
Spinning thereon. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

spinning toy of the character set forth, that is 
simple in construction, inexpensive to manufac 
ture and extremely efficient in use, Operation and 
Service. 
This invention also consists in certain other 

features of construction and in the combination 
and arrangement of the several parts, to be here 
inafter fully described, illustrated in the acCoim 
panying drawing and Specifically pointed out in 
the appended claims. 
In describing my invention in detail, reference 

will be had to the accompanying drawing Wherein 
like characters denote like Or Corresponding parts 
throughout the several views, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of one form of 
spinning element which forms the Subject matter 
of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is a side view of the toy in its entirety, 
with the spinning element in Section. 

Figure 3 is a vertical Sectional view taken 
through a modified form of spinning element. 

Referring to the drawing in detail and par 
ticularly to Figures 1 and 2, it will be noted that 
the spinning element of my toy in the form as 
shown in Figure 1 is disk shaped and indicated 
by the reference numeral f. While I have illus 
trated the spinning elements as being in the form 
of a disk, I want it understood that they can be 
of any desired shape suitable for the purpose, 
without departing from the spirit of the inven 
tion. 
The peripheral edge of the Spinning element is 

(Cl. 46-47) 
rolled upon itself to provide a bead 2 which may 
be reinforced if desired, and disposed centrally of 
the Spinning element, is a recess or concavity 3 
having a round vertical wall and the inner wall 
thereof is provided with indentations 4 for a pur 
pose which will be presently apparent, there being 
a central indentation and indentations arranged 
upon opposite sides of the central one as best 
shown in Figure 1. Extending radially from diametrically opposite 
sides of the recess 3 and communicating there 
with, are semi-circular depending ribs 5 which 
terminate in ends merging into the body of the 
disk, and an upwardly directed annular groove 
6 is disposed about the ribs 5 and arranged con 
centrically with respect to the recess or con 
cavity 3. 
The portion of my toy which I term a spinner 

includes a handle 1 which is tapered upwardly 
from its lower end, and the latter is outwardly 
flared to provide a base 8. The end of the handle 
opposite the base 8 may be provided with orna 

mentation, but in any event includes a socketed 
portion 9 Which has secured therein one end por 
tion of a shank 0, the latter terminating at its 
free end in a point , which may be sharp, 
rounded or blunt. 
In the use of my toy, the Spinning element is 

placed on the point f l with the latter received in 
one of the lateral indentations 4. The spinner 
is then moved in a circle by a slight motion of 
the Wrist or hand of the operator and this motion 
Will cause the disk to Spin. A slight jerking 
movement of the spinner will cause the spinning 
element to jump So that the point will be re 
moved from One of the lateral indentations and 
be received in the center indentation. Such ac 
tion is of course brought about by skillful opera 
tion of the toy. 
The Weight of the spinning element is then 

balanced and very little friction is produced, with 
the result the disk or spinning element will ro 
tate for a prolonged period of time, and the 
Spinner can be placed on a table or other flat 
Surface as Suggested in Figure 2. 
While the element is spinning, with the spin 

ner held in the hand, the element can be thrown 
in the air, and caught on the point. In the event 
the disk is caught outwardly beyond the recess 
3 and inwardly of the groove 6, and spinning on 
the point in a clockwise direction, the depending 
ribs 5 will tend to direct the element, so that the 
point will be received in the recess, as will be 
apparent upon inspection of Figure 1. Should 
the disk be caught with the point inside the 
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2 
circular groove 6, but outside the ends of the de 
pending ribs 5, the element may slide on the point 
So that the point will be received in the groove 
6, where it will momentarily hang, enabling the 
Operator to catch the element with his free hand 
and thereby prevent the element from falling 
to the ground. 
The form of Spinning element shown in Figure 

3 is Substantially Similar to that shown in Fig 
lures 1 and 2, with the exception that the bead 
2 is provided with a reinforcing wire 3 and 

the Semi-circular ribs 5 have been eliminated. 
However, in this form an annular depending rib. 
f4 V-shaped in cross section is provided and has 
its inner Wall merging into the recess 5 which 
is similar to the recess 3 and in any event is dis 
posed centrally of the disk, as shown. 
In each or any of the forms of the spinning 

element, the indentations may extend through 
the same, or be in the form of openings or aper 
tures. 

It might be further Stated that the centrally 
located recess shown as 3 in Figure 1 is not neces 
Sarily circular, but may be triangular, Square, or 
any other shape; and in the event that some 
other shape than circular is used it might be 
practical and desirable to eliminate the indenta 
tions 4 altogether. 
The depending ribs 5 in Figure 1 might be 

replaced by Some other construction to accom 
plish the desired result; for example grooves, or 
slits with one side bent downward so as to form 
a guiding surface for the point of the spinner. 

It is thought from the foregoing description 
that the advantages and novel features of my 
invention will be readily apparent. 
I desire it to be understood that I may make. 

changes in the construction and in the combina 
tion and arrangement of the several parts, pro 
vided that such changes fall within the scope 
of the appended claims. 

2,098,168 
What I claim is: : 
1. A toy comprising a spinning element adapted 

to be thrown in the air and having a central 
receSS and indentations disposed in the recess, 
pointed means to be received in any one of some 
of the indentations for spinning said element 
thereby and in one indentation for the element 
to Spin thereon, guide ribs formed on the spin 
ning element and communicating with the recess 
for directing the Spinning element on the pointed 
means to receive the latter in the recess, and 
the Spinning element having an annular groove 
therein Surrounding the ribs and recess and 
adapted to receive the pointed means therein. 

2. A toy comprising a spinning element adapted 
to be thrown in the air and having a central re 
cess provided with aligned indentations disposed 
in and across the inner Wall thereof, pointed 
means to be received in any one of some of the 
indentations for spinning said element thereby 
and in One indentation for the element to spin 
thereon, and the spinning element having an an 
nular groove therein surrounding the recess and 
adapted to receive the pointed means therein. 

3. A toy comprising a Substantially disk-shaped 
Spinning element adapted to be thrown in the air 
and having a central recess provided with a round 
vertical Wall and having an indentation disposed 
centrally within the inner wall thereof and lat 
eral indentations upon opposite sides of the cen 
tral indentation, an annular depending rib con 
Centric with the recess and being V-shaped in 
CrOSS Section, with its inner wall merging into 
the Vertical Wall of the recess, pointed means to 
be received in any one of the lateral indentations 
for Spinning Said element thereby and in the 
central indentation for the element to spin there 
On, and the element having an annular groove 
Surrounding the recess, and rib and adapted to 
receive the pointed means therein. 

EDGAR. J. SPERRY. 
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