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To all whon, it nay concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY E. NEWTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at the 
city of Los Angeles, county of Los Angeles, 

5 and State of California, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Automatic 
ally-Opening Books, of which the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description or specifi 
cation, reference being had to the accompa 

To nying sheet of drawings and the letters 
marked thereon, forming part of this my said 
specification. 
This invention has for its object to facili 

tate, by means of a book which is suspended 
I5 by a string or cord at its upper end and is 

provided with a handle for holding it at its 
lower end, the finding of places, advertise 
ments, railway time-tables, notices of public 
amusements, places of interest, and all other 

2O such objects which visitors to any city may 
desire readily to find and inform themselves 
fully in respect of, either at railway-stations, 
hotels, restaurants, or other places of public 
resort, while it is also designed for exhibit 

25 ing samples of Woven or other fabrics. 
The apparatus constituting this invention 

consists of a central body, whose upper end 
is suspended by a cord, chain, or its equiva 
lent from a frame or from any other suitable 

3o suspending-point and at its lower end is 
formed as a handle, whereby it can be taken 
hold of by the person seeking for the informa 
tion which the book contains. To that por 
tion of the central body situated between the 

35 point of suspension and the handle any de 
sired number of leaves formed of cardboard 
or other suitable stiff material are attached 
hingewise by means of girders of flexible ma 
terial-such as cloth, leather, or the like 

4o while the essential feature of the invention 
consists in connecting every pair of such 
leaves together on both sides thereof and 
therefore each to the other by a pair of elastic 
straps which pass through holes, two in each 

45 leaf of the book, and every adjacent pair of 
which-that is to say, the pair passed through 
the holes in the two leaves next each other 
are tied together at their centers. When the 
automatically-opened book is held in an in 

5o clined or horizontal position, the upper pair 
of leaves by their own weight lie horizontally 

or nearly horizontally open or approximately 
as horizontally open as possible to the degree 
that the elasticity of the elastic straps con 
necting them near their inner edges Will per- 55 
mit of, while the leaves below those at the 
top or upper surface lie more or less open, as 
the elastic straps permit, as hereinafter more 
fully described. 
When it is desired to examine the contents 6o 

of my automatically-opening book, all that is 
necessary is to turn the central part of the 
book round by the application of the hand to 
the handle which holds it, when the succes 
sive leaves of the book which become upper- 65 
most lie open in succession and those which 
lie on a lower plane or beneath become more. 
or less closed together in succession. From 
this arrangement it follows that the upper 
leaves of the book always are approximately 7o 
flat open, so that the contents of those leaves 
can be read, and on turning the book round 
by the handle, as hereinbefore described, the 
contents of the successive leaves can be read 
and the information which they contain as- 75 
certained. - - - 

Upon the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my new orim 
proved automatically-opened book. Fig. 2 is 
a plan of the same, looking upon the book 8o 
when held by the handle in a horizontal posi 
tion. Fig. 3 is a horizontal section of the same 
on the line a. a, Fig. 2. - 
My improved automatically-opening book 

consists of a central body, preferably cylin-85 
drical, (marked A in the accompanying draw 
ings,) and it may beformed of Wood, Vulcanite, 
or other equivalently suitable material. At 
the center of the upper end of this body part 
the book is suspended by means of a cord B 9o 
from a frame, bracket, or other suitable Wall, 
ceiling, or floor attachment. The lower part 
of the central body A is formed with a handle 
C, as shown at Figs. 1 and 2. 
In Fig.1 the hand Dis shown as having taken 95 

hold of the handle C and as having lifted the 
book E to some extent out of the vertical posi 
tion. The book consists, as shown, of a series 
of leaves E, which are attached to the cylin 
drical center body Aby means of cloth, paper, Ioo 
or equivalent girders F., (more particularly 
shown in section at Fig. 3,) which enter into 
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parallel grooves or recesses or equivalent 
openings cut into the central cylindrical body 
A, as shown after the manner of girding pic 
tures or plates into the binding of other kinds 
of books, the girders F being flexible, so as 
to allow the central leaves to open from or 
close toward each other. 
The leaves E of the book are or may be pro 

vided on both sides with any kind of adver 
tising matter-such as railway time-tables, 
theater or music-hall advertisements, street 
railway time-tables, records of places of 
amusements, church services, places of inter 
est, or other information of a public character 
which tourists and other persons visiting a 
city or traveling usually desire information 
upon-or they may be used for exhibiting 
Samples of textile or other fabrics. 

Every pair of leaves is connected together 
by means of the elastic bands G, which, as 
shown in Figs. and 2, pass through holes c, 
formed at the central part and near the inner 
edge of each leaf of the book. The tendency 
of the elastic bands G is to draw the several 
leaves of the book together, but the elasticity 
of the said bands is such that when the upper 
leaveslie more or less at an angle, as shown in 
Fig. 1, or in a horizontal position, as shown in 
Fig. 3, the weight of the leaves Eis sufficient to 
Stretch the upper leaves so that they stretch 
the bands G sufficiently to lie open, as shown 
in all the figures of the annexed drawings, so 
that the examiner or user of the automat 
ically-opening book can at Once see the con 
tents of both the upper pages, and on the said 
book being further turned round by the action 
of the hand D, applied to the handle C, in 
either direction the next pair of pages auto 
matically Open as the uppermost pair shown 
in the annexed drawings, and in this way, by 
turning the entire book around in either di 
rection, the contents of every one of the pages 
E of the book are in the same manner open 
to inspection. 
Having now described the nature of my said 

invention and the best system, mode, or man 
ner in or under which the same is or may be 
used or carried into practical effect, I desire 
to observe in conclusion that what I consider 
to be novel and original and as the invention 

to be secured to me by Letters Patent is as 
follows: 

1. An automatically-opening book whose 
central part consists of a more or less cylin 
drical body, the upper end of which is at 
tached by a cord or equivalent suspension to 
a frame, bracket, hook, or other equivalent, 
Suspending device, whose lower end consti 
tutes a handle whereby the book is taken hold 
of by the user thereof, the cylindrical or equiv 
alently-shaped part of which has leaves of 
cardboard or equivalent material, attached 
thereto hingewise, and every pair of which 
leaves are at Ornear their central portions and 
at a short distance from their hinged inner 
edges, connected together by elastic bands or 
Straps whose elasticity is such that the upper 
most leaves, by their own weight opposed to 
the elasticity of their connections, lie Suf 
ficiently open that the contents of their pages 
may be read and whose lower leaves by the 
action of gravity and by the additional action 
of the elasticity of the aforesaid bands are 
drawn more or less closely together, all oper 
ating in the manner substantially as herein 
before described and shown upon the annexed 
sheet of drawings. 

2. The combination of a suspended central 
body formed with a handle at its lower end 
of a series of hinged leaves attached to said 
central body, the said leaves carrying printed 
or pictorial matter or samples thereon, and 
connected together near theirinner edges and 
at the central portions thereof by elastic 
bands, whose elasticity is such that the weight 
of the upper leaves of the said book is such 
as to stretch the bands sufficiently to enable 
the upper leaves to lie open while the action 
of gravity and the elasticity of the bands be 
neath tend to draw the remainder of the 
leaves more or less close together, all operat 
ing in the manner and for the purposes sub 
stantially as set forth. 
Dated Los Angeles, California, this 10th day 

of July, 1895. 
IIENRY E. NEWTON. 

Witnesses: 
H. S. ROLLINS, 
ST. JOHN DAY. 
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