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UNTTED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J, KEEFE, OF ST. LOUIS, MISSOURIL

AMUSEMENT APPARATUS.

Application filed January 18, 1916.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WitLiaym J. Kesrz, a
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Louis, in the county of St. Louis and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Amusement Appa-
vatus, of which the followmg is a specifica-
tion. '

Thig invention relates to improvements in
amusement apparatus, one object of the in-
vention heing the provision of an apparatus
that will give the appearance to the parties
in action, of an automobile race, there being
combined with dummy automobiles a moving
pleture projector, a sereen upon which the
pictures are projected, and windlasses for
moving the automobiles toward the screen.

A further object of thls invention is the
provision of an amusement apparatus, which
produces an imaginary or phantom race, but
which due to the arrangement of the appa-
ratus will impart to the occupants of the
dummy cars or automobilas an idea that the
race is real.

A still further object of the present in-
vention is the provision of an amusement
apparatus, that is simple and easy to oper-
ate, and which will amuse the _public.

In the accompanying drawings:—

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of a tent or
pavilion showing the motor cars at one side
ready for the occup’mts and in normal posi-
tion,

TFig. 2 is a top plan view of the amuse-
ment apparatus, the top of the tent or pa-
vilion being removed.

Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section on line 3—3
of Flg 2.

Fig. 4 is a top plan of another form of
means for actuating the cars.

Fig. B is an enhroed fragmentary longi-
tudinal section of I‘10‘ 4,

Fig. 6is a frqcmentftrv view showing in
elethlon one of the omck pulleys.

Fig. 7 is a frqomennrv detailed view
showing the h‘tnrrer on one of the movable
members.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 10
designates a tent, pavilion or  other house for
the present qppamtus, 1t being here provided
\"’lth the two large entrance doorways, 11,
each controlled by its drop curtain 12, and
with the two outlet door ways 13, one at
each side of the front of the structure.

This particular illustration provides for
two complete apparatus, so that while one
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is being emptied or in operation, the other is
being flled and operated.

Therefore the description of one will
suffice for both. A motioa picture screen 14
1s provided, and to the rear thereof is mount-
ed the motion picture projectile 15, which
may, however, be in any desired pos1t10n,
according to the construction of the strue-
ture. The scene to be projected is prefer-
ably a racing scene, either automobiles,
horse racing, motor (-Vcle racing, boat racing
or the like, the present illustration s1mulat—
ing an automobile race.

In front of the screen is located a pull
curtain, 16, which will exclude the screen at
the Droper time, the curtains 12 and 16 be-
ing alternately operated.

Mounted in front of thy sereen are several
vehicles or movable members 17, each one
of which has connected thereto a cable or
flexible connection 18, which is led through
the guide pulley 19, to the windlass 20, there

bemo one of these to each member 17 The

windlass in this instance is hand operated
through the crank 21. Also mounted adja-
cent the projector 15, is 2 bell or alarm 22,
which is to be operated at the starting and
stopping of the projector, so that the oceu-
pants may know when the race is starting
and stopping.

In Fig. 4 there is shown an electric motor
23, Whlch is connected through the medium
of gearing 24 with a driven “chaft 26 jour-
naled in any suitable sapports, the said shaft
96 being hollow and carries a plurality of

windlasses 20’ which can be substituted for
the windlasses 20 when it is desired to auto-
matically move the members or vehicles 17.
Each windlass 207 is loose upon the shaft 26
which has slidably splined or connected
thereon between pairs of said windlasses 20
adjacent to each other suitable clutch mem-
bers 27, which have connected thereto op-
erating levers 28 suitably connected with
throw arms 29 supported in any suitable
manner, so that on the operation of either
of the arms, the pairs of windlasses 20" can
be alternately locked upon the shaft for the
driving of said windlasses in selective order.
Tt will be apparent that when any one of
the windlasses 20" is locked upon the shaft
26, and the motor 23 is started, one of the
members or vehicles 17 can be advanced in-
dependently of the other members or ve-
hicles, it being understood of course, that
the cables 18 are normally unwound from
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each windlass 20" and on the locking of any
one of the same to the shaft 26 its respective
cable will be wound upon the windlass when
the motor is active. Kach cable 18 is con-
nected to an arm 18’ affixed to and depend-
ing from the front axle of the member or
vehicle 17, as clearly shown in Fig. 3 of the
drawing. By this arrangement it will be
appreciated that by rocking the throw arms
cnly one of each pair of windlasses 29 will
be positively moved at a time so as to conse-
quently intermittently move the correspond-
ing cars.

It is also possible and desirable to employ
motors for alternately raising and lowering
the curtains 12 and 16, so that at the end of
a scene the curtain 16 will he lowered, to
permit the occupants time to realize that the
race is over and to get out of the cars and
leave the structure through the side door-
way 13, the curtain 12 then being raised to
permit others to occupy the cars.

With this apparatus the occupants of the
members 17, whether such members be
motor cars or boats, or the like will, due to
the pictures presented in motion npon the
screen, think that the cars are moving that
they in reality are in the race, the windlass
apparatus being operated toward or at the
end of the scene, so that one of the members
17 will be moved slightly in advance of the
others and thus be given the appearance of
having won the race. Where so desired,
souvenirs may be given to the racers, and
more especially to the winning one.

1,288,151

What T claim, as new, ig:—

1. An amusement apparatus, including a
screen upon which motion pictures are to be
projected, a plurality of vehicles movable to
and from the screen, and separate means for
each vehicle for moving 1t independently
towwrd the screen.

2. An amusement apparatus, including a
screen upon which motion pictures are to
be projected, a curtain in front of the
screen, another curtain spaced from the first
curtain, and a plurality of vehicles movable
to and from the screen and located between
the two curtains.

3. An amusement apparatus, including a
structure, a screen upon swhich mo‘mon pic-
tures are to be ])LO]ected mounted in the
structure, a curtain for said screen, a second
curtain spaced from the first curtain, a plu-

rality of movable
structure between the curtains, and means
for selectively moving said vehicles toward
the screen.

4. An amusement apparatus, including a
stritcture having two door ways, a motion
picture sereen located in the structure and in
alinement with one doorway, two curtains
one for the screen and the other for the
alined doorway, a plurality of vehicles
mounted side by side and in the space be-
tween the curtains, and means for selectively
moving one vehicle at a time towatrd the
screen.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

WILLIAM J. KEEFE.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,

Washington,

D. C.”
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