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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 594,296, dated November 23, 1897. 
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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WELLINGTON STOTT, a 

Subject of the Queen of Great Britain, resid 
ing at Washington city, in the District of Co 
lumbia, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Specialists’ Chairs; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as Will enable others skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention relates to chairs, and is de 

signed particularly for the use of physicians 
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and specialists, being in the nature of an op 
erating-chair and resembling what is known 
as a “tete-a-téte' chair. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide a chair of the character referred to 
in which the patient may be turned around, 
So as to be brought into the proper position 
Without varying the distance between the 
patient and the operator, provision also being 
made whereby the operator may shift his po 
sition with relation to the patient. 
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One aim of the invention is to provide a 
Superposed rail upon which the arms of the 
operator may be rested for steadying his 
hands and arms in performing delicate oper 
ations and to make said rail removable in case 
the same interferes with certain operations, 
So it can be dispensed with entirely and re 
moved from the chair. The patient's seat is 
provided With a suitable back, and means is 
also provided whereby the back may belocked 
in Such a manner as to prevent any possibil 
ity of the seat revolving at an inopportune 
time. 
The detailed objects and advantages of the 

invention Will be pointed out in the course of 
the subjoined description. 
The invention consists in certain novel fea 

tures and details of construction and arrange 
ment of parts, as hereinafter fully described, 
illustrated in the drawings, and pointed out 
in the claims hereto appended. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of an operating-chair con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
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vention. Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof. Fig. 
3 is a detail sectional view showing the catch 
for locking the chair-back. Fig. 4 is also a 
detail section showing the manner in which 
the rail, together with its supports, is made 

removable. Fig. 5 is a detail section show 
ing the means for holding the chair-seat sta 
tionary. Fig. 6 is a detail section showing 
the engagement between one of the rail-sup 
ports and one of the chair-legs. 

Like numerals of reference denote corre 
sponding parts in the several views. 
The improved chair contemplated in this 

invention is of the type known as “tete-a- 
téte’ chairs, being designed to seat two per 
Sons and under the normal arrangement to 
have said persons face in opposite directions. 
In embodying the present invention a base 

1 is employed, the same resembling and con 
sisting of a pair of disks 2, of any suitable 
material, such as Wood or metal, said disks 
being connected, as indicated at 3, and being 
supported at a suitable elevation above the 
floor by means of a number of legs 4, which 
may be tubular in part or in whole and which 
may be formed either of Wood or metal, as 
preferred. The upper ends of these legs are 
tubular or hollow, as indicated at 5, and ex 
tend through the disk-shaped bottoms 2, so 
as to receive in their upper open ends the 
rail-supports, hereinafter described. 

6 designates a superposed rail or arm or 
back rest, which is in the shape of the letter 

: S. This rail is provided upon its under side 
With depending supports 7, the lower ends of 
which are reduced to form pins 8 of any suit 
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able length and of a size adapting them to . 
fit snugly into the upper open ends 5 of the 
legs 4. By reducing the lower ends of the 
supports 7 each supportisformed with a shoul 
der 9, which rests upon the upper surface of 
the bottom 1 and Sustains the rail 6 at the 
proper elevation. At the same time the pins 
8 have an elongated or extended bearing in 
the upper ends 5 of the legs, which serves to 
thoroughly brace the rail 6 and prevent the 
same from swaying. If desired, the supports 
7 may be made tubular, and the pins 8 may 
be solid or tubular and inserted in the lower 
ends of such tubular supports, in which event 
the lower end of the support 7 will form the 
shoulder 9, while the pin S is adapted to en 
ter the upper end 5 of one of the legs 4. One 
leg 4 and support 7 is preferably arranged at 
the junction of the two disk-shaped portions 
of the bottom 1, and other or auxiliary legs 
and supports may be arranged at any suit 
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able point or points for properly supporting 
the chair-bottom and the rail 6. 
The seats 10 are of disk form and have pend 

ent screws or threaded standards 11, which 
pass through openings in the chair-bottom 
and preferably through internally-threaded 
screws or nuts secured to the under side of 
the bottom 1 for preventing undue rocking 
of the seats 10. The patient's seat 10 is 
provided with a back 12, which is adapted to 
abut at one of its side edges against the ad 
jacent edge of the rail 6. Secured to the un 
der side of that end of the rail 6 is a pivoted 
latch 13, which is pressed by means of a leaf 
spring 14 into engagement with the shoulder 
15 of the recess 16, formed in the adjacent 
side edge of the chair-back 12 for locking the 
chair-back to the rail and preventing the 
chair from turning accidentally. The latch 
13 is extended to form a finger-lever 17 for 
facilitating the throwing of the latch out of 
engagement with the chair-back, so as to al 
low the patient’s chair to be turned when nec 
essary. 
When for any reason the operator desires 

to face the patient directly, in which case the 
rail 6 and its supports might interfere there 
with, the chair-back may be disconnected 
from the rail, whereupon the rail, together 
with its supports 7, may be bodily lifted from 
the chair, thus leaving no projection above 
the bottom 1 of the chair and enabling the 
patient and the operator to assume any re 
quired positions. 
The chair as a whole may be upholstered 

in any desired manner and may be given any 
ornamental finish. It may be constructed 
from any suitable material, such as Wood or 
metal, and will be found of great value and 
convenience by physicians who follow special 
ties, such as diseases of the eyes, ears, nose, 
and throat. 

It will thus be apparent that the chair is 
susceptible of changes in the form, propor 
tion, and minor details of construction, which 
may accordingly be resorted to without de 
parting from the spirit or sacrificing any of 
the advantages of the invention. 

In order to prevent the patient’s seat from 
turning when the rail 6 is lifted off the chair, 
I provide an L-shaped stop 18, the vertical 
arm of which extends through an opening 19 
in the bottom or base 2 and the horizontal 
arm of which embraces the screw 11 and is 
Supported on a pin 23, passing transversely 
through said screw. The horizontal arm 20 
is secured to the bottom of the seat 10 by 

means of a Spring-actuated plunger or pin. 21. 
By withdrawing the pin 21 the seat 10 may be 
turned and brought to any desired position 
or elevation, whereupon the pin 21 lmay be 
Snapped into any one of a number of SocketS 
22 in the bottom of the seat 10, thus prevent 
ing further rotation of said seat. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new, and desired to be secured 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. An operating-chair, embodying a bottom 
in the form of two disks joined together, a 
series of supporting-legs for said bottom, a 
superposed rail detachably connected to said 
bottom, and a pair of revolving seats, all ar 
ranged substantially as described. 

2. An operating-chair, comprising a bottom 
in the form of joined disks, legs supporting 
said bottom, revoluble and vertically-adjust 
able seats mounted on said bottom, a back 
attached to one of said seats, a superposed 
rail or arm-rest detachably connected to said 
bottom, and means for locking said chair 
back and rail together, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. An operating-chair, consisting of a bot 
tom embodying two joined disks, legs sup 
porting said disks and having tubular upper 
ends which open out at the upper side of the 
bottom, a pair of movable seats arranged 
above said bottom, a Superposed rail or rest, 
and a series of pendent supports for said rail, 
said supports having their lower ends adapt 
ed to be removably fitted in the upper tubul 
lar ends of said legs, substantially as de 
scribed. 

4. An operating-chair, consisting of a suit 
able bottom, legs supporting said bottom and 
having tubular upper ends which open out 
through the upper surface of the bottom, a 
pair of movable seats supported upon said 
bottom, a back Secured to and movable with 
one of said seats, an S-shaped rail super 
posed above the bottom and having means 
whereby the chair-back may be locked there 
to and unlocked therefrom, and pendent sup 
ports carried by said rail and having their 
lower ends reduced and removably fitted in 
the upper ends of the legs, substantially as 
described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

WELLINGTON STOTT. 
Witnesses: 

T. L. MOCKABEE, 
REXFORD M. SMITH. 
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