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JAMES M. TAYLOR, OF OMAHA, NEBRASKA.
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 728 514, dated May 19, 1903.

Apphcatlon filed March 18,1903,

To all whom it may concern:

BeitknownthatI, JAMES M.TAYLOR, a citi-
zen of the United States residing at Omaha,
in the county of Dourrlas and State of Ne-
braska, have 1nvented new and useful Im-
provements in Roundabouts or Carousels, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in roundaboats, earou-
sels, or pleasure-railways, the obJect of the
1nvent10n being to provide a device which is
adapted to t,urn upon supports arranged con-
centricto acommon center, the rotatlnw frame
being actuated by a smtable motor, means
belntr provided for imparting to the frame a
wavy motion, as well as means for suddenly
arresting the movement of the frame. =

In the accompanying drawings I have illus-
trated one embodiment of mylnventlon and
therein—

Figure 1 is a side elevation showing a pas-

senger-carrying frame one-half of whlch has
been removed, the view being somewhat in
the nature of a transverse sectlon Fig. 2 1is
a plan view of one-half of the roundabout
part of the frame being removed to better
illustrate other parts. Fig. 3 is a detail view

-~ of a jointed rack-bar Whlch is attached to the
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under side of the movable frame., Fig.41isa
detail view of one of the segmental and joint-
ed sill-pieces of the revolvmg frame, and Fig.

5 is a side elevation of one of the seamenta,l

‘pieces shown in Fig. 4 with a eross- plece

hinged thereto.

In the construction of a roundabout, ca-
rousel, or pleasure-railway in accord with
my 1nvent10n I usually erect a center pole 6
as a support for an awning or tent, and about
the center pole to prov1de a foundatlon are
placed radiating sill-pieces 7, to which are se-
cured roller- supportmo' frames 8, between the
uprightsof the frames 8 there bemv journaled
rollers .9, said frames and rollers being ar-
ranged in pairs of the same size, which alter—_
nate with similar frames and rollers of a dif-
ferent size.

A suitable motor 10, preferably of the elec-
tric type, has its driven shaft 11 supported by
suitable beamngs, and between the bearings
the shaft carries a gear-wheel 12 for engage-
ment with a cwcular rack-bar made up of seg-
mentalsections,whichare hm gedtoeach other

Serml No. 14:8,325 (No model.)

. and are attached to the under side of the re-

volving frame between the tracks which en-
gage the rollers. The motor when driven by
electricity issupplied with any suitablé means
for starting and stopping the same and may

have an effectlve brakeor clutech mechanism

for separating the shaft from the motor, which
willalso.effectan immediate and sudden stop-
page of the revolvmg frame.

In the maké-up of the revolving frame I
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provide radiating bars 13 with morblses 14t0 -

receive tenons on the lower ends of diverging
bars 15, which are made fast to the bars J.3
and provxde therewith a plurality of frames
which are wider at the top than at the bot-
tom. The frames are connected to each other
by jointed tracks 16, which are curved lon-
gitudinally to eorrespond with the diameter
of the structure, the joints or hinges 17 of
these tracks being in close proximity to the
edge of the cross-bars 18, and the hinges may
have leaves for attachlnfr the segmental sec-
tions of the track and the rack-bar to the
cross-bars 13. Between the jointed tracks,
to the under side of the bars, are attached
jointed rack-bars 18, the depending teeth en-
gaging a cog-wheel 12 attached to the shaft,
Whlch is drlven by the motor. .The upper
ends of the inner and outer series of up-
Waraly-dwexgm" bars 15 are provided with
cables, springs, or other connecting means 19,
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attached thereto by being laced or otherwxse :

fastened to the inner sldes of the upper ends
of the bars, the connecting means being cov-
ered by ﬁex1ble material and padded where
desired. The inner sides of the bars 15 and

‘the connecting meanstherefor have attached,

80 as to extend downward, pieces of fabric 20,
such as woven wire, canvas, carpet, or other
flexible material, which are attached to the
diverging bars by springs 21 or equivalent
connecting means. The lower edges of each
section of the fabric covering 20 are attached
to segmental frames or mattresses 22, the
lower sections thereof being constructed to
rest upon the upper edges of the diverging

-bars 13 or upon supplemental frames 23, car-

ried by the diverging bars 15, and where there
are longitudinal ba.rs 24 the ends may be piv-
oted to the uprights.. By the construction
shown when the connected frames are rotated
they are given an undulatory motion, the
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rack-bars and tracks giving to the different-
sized rollers with which the tracks engage.
One or more of the sections may be made so
that the fabric and connecting means can be
partially detached to provide an entrance to
the space between the diverging bars.
When this roundabout or carousel is used,
the riders are supposed to stand upon the
spring supporting frame or bottom and while
the frame is in motion take rings or other
objects from a support either by hand or
by the use of a wand. This is rendered
diffienlt by the irregular motions given to the
frames, and a person will find it hard to main-

tain his equilibrium when rapid motion is

given to the frame, especially when the speed
thereof is varied and sudden stoppages are
effected. The frames being padded and hav-
ing spring-bottoms, in case of a fall therider
will not be injured. )

The device hereinbefore described may be
provided with numerous accessories, as fig-
ures, seats, hand-holes, &e., such as are
usual in pleasure-railways, roundabouts, or
caroussls. :

Having thus described my invention, I do
not wish to be limited -to the precise con-
struction and arrangement shown, as it is ob-
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vious that the same may be varied without
departing from the spirit of my invention.

I claim—

1. In combination with a eircular series of
rollers the upper surfaces thereof being main-
tained on different horizontal planes, of
frames movably connected to each other,
jointed tracks attached to the under sides of
the frames, and means for rotating the con-
nected frames, substantially as shown.

2. In combination with a series of circu-
larly-arranged and flexibly-connected frames,
jointed tracks attached to the under side of
the frames, rollers for engagement with the
tracks the rollers being arranged in eircular
series and on different horizontal planes,
jointed rack-bars attached to the frame be-
tween the tracks, and a driven gear-wheel
for engagement with the rack-bars, substan-
tially as shown and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

JAMES M. TAYLOR,

Witnesses:
CHAS. BATTELLE,
THaOS. . MCCAGUE.

30

35

40

45

50




