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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

PIERCE BUTLER, OF LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY.

COMBINED TOY TABLE AND PLAYHOUSE.

992,337.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Pierce BUTLER, resid-
ing at Louisville, in the county of Jefferson
and State of Kentucky, have invented cer-
tain new and wuseful Improvements in a
Combined Toy Table and Playhouse, of
which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawing. '

This invention relates generally to an im-
provement in children’s toys and more par-
ticularly to a convertible table and house.

The principal object of the invention is to
provide a toy table which is both entertain-
ing and instructive to children, and which
1s provided with members which are nor-
mally concealed from view, said members
being adapted to be readily shifted to create
a toy house.

A further object of the invention is to
provide a novel means for locking the said
members in position when the invention is
arranged in the form of a table.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a device which is extremely simple
in construction, easy of adjustment and
cheap to manufacture.

With these and other cbjects in view, the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination of parts, hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings and pointed out in the claims
hereto appended; it being understood that
various changes in the form, proportion, size
and minor details of construction, within the
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with-
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings:—TFigure 1 is a perspec-
tive view of a device embodying the inven-
tion, and showing the parts assembled to
form a table. Fig. 2 is a perspective view
of the device showing the parts assembled
to form a play-house. Fig. 3 is a transverse
vertical section of the device showing in the
left half, the elements assembled to form a
table, and in the right half the correspond-
ing elements assembled to form a house.
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal vertical section of
the device showing in the left half the ele-
ments assembled to form a table, and in the
right half the corresponding elements as-
sembled to form a house. Fig. 5 is an en-
larged edge detailed view of the locking de-
vice, and Fig. 6 is an enlarged detailed side
view of the locking device.

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed March 25, 1910.

Patented May 16, 1911.
Serial No. 551,508,

Like reference numerals designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the
drawing.

Referring to the drawings, the invention
comprises a table provided with a prefer-
ably rectangular body comprising side rails
2—2, end rails 3—3, and legs 4, of any suit-
able size and material, and which may be
secured together in any suitable manner.

Transversely centrally arranged across
the body and secured to the rails thereof, is
a diaphragm 5, which not only gives rigid-
ity to the parts, but divides the body into
upper and lower compartments,

Respectively secured to the upper edges
of the side rails 2—2, by hinges 14, are mem-
bers 1—1. These members project beyond
the said end and side rails and normally
rest thereon, the inner longitudinal edges of
the said members normally abutting against
each other. In this position, the said mem-
bers form the top of the table. Secured to
the inner edge of each member by a hinge
15 is an extension-piece 6, the outer edge
60 thereof being beveled. The said mem-
bers 1—1 at their lower edges at each end
of the table are provided with striker plates
13, which are suitably recessed to receive the
members of the locking device, hereinafter
more fully described. On the inner side of
each end rail 3, and near the diaphragm 5,
are arranged hinges 16—16 to which are se-
cured members 7—7 which constitute the
gable ends of the house. These members are
each formed at the top to resemble a chim-
ney. On the outer side of each member 7,
is secured by a hinge 19, a roof extension 8;
the hinge being so arranged that the said
roof extension 8 will readily fall to a hori-
zontal position when the member 7 is in an
upright position. .

Secured to each side rail 2, below the dia-
phragm 5, by hinges 17, are house wall mem-
bers 9, which are painted or decorated exter-
nally in any suitable manner to resemble a
house. These members 9 may be provided,
if desired, with doors and windows. These
wall members, when lowered, fill the side
spaces between the legs 4, when used as a
toy-house, as will be hereinafter explained.
Arranged beneath the wall members 9 and
secured to the end rails 3, by hinges 18, are
end house members 10, which are adapted,
when lowered, to fill the end spaces between
the legs 4, when used as a toy-house.

When the parts are assembled to form a
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table, as shown in Fig. 1, means are em-
ployed to lock the said hinge members
against accidental displacement. These
means are preferably arranged at each end
of the table body and comprise a vertical
shaft 12, provided at its upper ends with
T-heads 120, which turn in the recesses
formed in the members 1, above the striker
plates 18, above referred to. The bottom
of the shaft is provided with a lug 121,
adapted to engage the lower surface of the
lowermost wall member 9. The said lug 121
is provided with a projecting threaded oper-
ating arm 11, by which the shaft may be
turned. It will be noted that as the shaft
is turned the T-head 120 is disengaged from
the recess above the striker. plate 13 and si-
multaneously the lug 121 is disengaged from
the wall member 9, theveby permitting the
raising of the roof member 1 and the drop-
ping of the wall members 9 and 10.

In setting up the house, after the above-
mentioned means has been disengaged, the
extension-pieces 6 of the members 1 are
swung outwardly. The gables 7 are then
swung upwardly into a vertical position and
the roof extensions 8—8 are folded down-
wardly in a horizontal position. The exten-
sions 6—6 of said top members 1—1 are then
brought together between the gables 7—7, the
beveled edges 60—60 of the extension-pieces
6—6 abutting together to form the apex of
the house. It will also be noted that the
ends of the said members 1—1 extend be-
yond the gables. When the said gables are
positioned vertically, the roof extensions 8—
8, which are hingedly connected thereto,
drop by gravity upon the said extending
ends of the members 1—1 and thereby com-
plete the top of the roof beyond the gables.

To convert the play-house into a table, the
top pieces 1—1,with their extension-pieces
6—6, are raised sufficiently to permit of the
gables 7—7 to be folded inwardly into their
concealed position above the diaphragm J,
and between the said side and end rails.
The extension-pieces 6—06 are then swung
to a position under the said top members
1—1, and the said members 1—1, together
with the extensions 6—6, are then dropped
downwardly upon the rails to jointly form
the top for the table. The end wall mem-
bers 10—10 and the side wall members 9—9
are then folded upwardly to a position be-
low the diaphragm 5, and between the said
end and side rails. In this position, the
gables, together with the roof extension, end
and side walls, are all arranged within the
side and end rails and below the top of the
table. The shafts 12—12 are then rotated
as before explained, to lock the various parts
in the above described positions.

What T claim is:—

1. A convertible table and house, com-
prising in combination a frame, side and end

992,337

members hingedly connected to the frame
for forming the walls of a house, and top
members hingedly connected to the frame
for forming the roof of a house.

9. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding a frame, members hingedly connect-
ed to the frame to form in one position a
table top, and other members connected and
codperating therewith to form in another
position a roof of a house.

3. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding a frame, members hingedly connect-
ed to the frame to form in one position a
table top, and extension pieces hingedly con-
nected and cobperating therewith to form in
another position a roof of a house.

4. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding side and end rails, members hing-
edly connected to the side rails to form in
one position a table top, and extension pieces
connected and codperating therewith to form
in another position a reof of a house.

5. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding side and end rails, members hing-
edly connected to the side rails to form in
one position a table top, extension pieces
connected and codperating therewith to form
in another position a roof of a house, and
members hingedly connected to the end rails
to form roof gables.

6. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding a frame, supporting legs for the
frame, and members hingedly connected to
the frame for forming in one position the
walls of a house.

7. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding a frame, supporting legs for the
frame, members hingedly connected to the
frame for forming in one position the walls
of a house, and means for locking the mem-
bers to the frame in an inoperative position.

8. A convertible table and house, in-
cluding side and end rails, members hing-
edly connected to the said rails for forming
the walls of a house.

9. A convertible table and house, com-
prising in combination, side and end rails,
a top consisting of two tiltable members re-
spectively hingedly connected to each side
rail to form in one position a portion of the
roof of the house, extension-pieces respec-
tively hingedly connected to the inner edges
of the said members to form in one position
the apex of the roof, and upright pieces re-
spectively hinged to the end rails and adapt-
ed to be folded beneath the plane of the
top or raised to an upright position to form
roof gables.

10. A convertible table and house, com-
prising in combination, side and end rails, a
top consisting of two tiltable members re-
spectively hingedly conuected to each side
rail to form in one position a portion of the
roof of the house, extension-pieces respec-
tively hingedly connected to the inner edges
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of the said members to form in one position
the apex of the roof, and upright pieces re-
spectively hinged to each end rail so that
each may be folded beneath the plane of the
top or raised to an upright position to form
roof gables, each upright provided with a
hinged roof extension adapted when the
sald upright pieces are vertical to fit be-
tween the two tiltable members of the top.

11. A convertible table and house, com-
prising in combination, side and end rails,
supporting legs connected thereto, a trans-
verse diaphragm centrally arranged within
the rails, roof forming members hingedly
connected to the rails above the diaphragm,
some of the members forming in one position
a top for the table, and house-wall members
hingedly connected to the rails below the
diaphragm and adapted in one position to
be arranged between the legs of the said
table and 1n another position to be concealed
from view between the rails and below the
diaphragm.

12. A toy table comprising legs, a rec-
tangular body and divided top, extension-
pieces hingedly connected to the top, the top
and extension pieces being adapfed to be
arranged in an inclined position to form the
roof of a house, gable members connected to
the body and adapted to engage with the
pieces of the top when inclined, and house

S

wall members connected to the body and de-
pending therefrom.

13. A device of the character described,
comprising a rectangular frame consisting
of side rails and end rails, supporting legs
connected thereto, a top in two pieces, one
hinged to each side rail and adapted to be
swung thereon, to form roof members, ex-
tension - pieces, one infolded against each
top piece and adapted when unfolded to be
brought to engage each other to form a roof
peak, in combination with house wall mem-
bers hinged to the side and end rails and
adapted to be folded within the body and
unfolded to convert the device into a house.

14. A device of the character described,
comprising a rectangular frame, support-
ing legs connected thereto, a divided hinge
top, an extension piece hinged to each top
plece, gable pieces hinged to the frame,
house wall pieces hinged to the frame, and
means for securing the top and house wall
pieces together so that the device constitutes
a table.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my
signature in presence of two witnesses.

PIERCE BUTLER.

Witnesses:
Tromas A. CourreNay, JT.,
BerTiE A. AvLvMonD.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.”
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