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gripping members to which, in the present in 
stance, are precise facsimiles of each other, and 
a spring , which serves to space and pivotally 
connect the gripping members and also to stress 
the jaws to closed position. As shown in Figs. 
2, 3 and 4, the gripping members are each formed 
with a forward jaw portion 2 and an inter 
mediate pivotal portion 3 and a rear handle 
portion 4, all said portions being in the present 
instance provided on both sides with a continu 
ous flange, the portions of the flanges opposite 
the portions 2, 3 and 4 of the gripping mem 
ber being marked, respectively, 12*, í3* and 14*. 
It will be noted that the jaw portion 2 and 
the flanges 2a which form a part of one clip 
member are bowed outwardly away from Such 
parts of the other member in an assembled clip, 
and the edges of the flanges 2. are of Such Con 
tour as to form efficient gripping faces On Op 
posite sides of an interposed paint brush handle 
of ordinary size and shape. 

Obviously, if the sections. I 2, 13 and 14 were 
formed of the same width, with the flanges. 28, 
3a and 4a in longitudinal alignment in the 
same plane, the meeting edges; of a pair of clip 
members, assembled with their flanges in Over 
lapping contact on opposite Sides, would not op 
pose each other in precise, alignment, but Would 
be offset from each other a distance...the thickness 
of the flanges. In order:to provide for true align 
ment of the clip members at the forward ends 
thereof, the : forward section - 2. of the clip mem 
bers is tapered inwardly, on one side towards the 
center line of the clip from rear to front, the 
other side being in longitudinal alignment With 
corresponding sides of the intermediate and rear 
portion of the clip member, so that when a pair 
of clip members are assembled as shown in Fig. 4, 
the forward ends of the jaw portion f2 and 
flange portion i 28 contiguous thereto will pre 
cisely oppose each other. The clip may be other 
wise formed to bring about exact alignment of 
their meeting ends as by merely offsetting later 
ally the forward Sections - f2 and fanges 2 of 
the two members--of uniform width with the 
other sections.--One-half the thickness of the 
fanges, towards the center line of the clip. 
From a point near the: rear side of the jaw:por 

tion f2 of each gripping member is struck out a 
rearwardly extending tongue 5 which at its base 
is formed with a transverse bend or Spring-end 
retaining recess f6, the free rear end 7 of the 
tongue terminating near the rear of the inter 
mediate portion 3 of the gripping member, and 
being bent inwardly so that when the two grip 
ping members of a clip are assembled the two 
tongues Will meet at an acute angle centrally 
between the members. 
The intermediate portion 3 of each gripping 

Inenber, adjacent the inner end of the handle 
portion f4, is formed with a cross-bend or bear 
ing - recess i 8 extending between the flanges i 3a, 
the recess being cylindrically curved and of such 
dimensions that in an assembled clip the coiled 
portion . I 9 of the Spring í f will lie between and 
Space apart the proximate flanges 3a of the 
two gripping members, and also will serve as a 
pivot member or fulcrum upon which the mem 
bers may rock. If preferred, the coil may be so 
formed as to exert by axial expansion a slight 
stress tending to yieldingly hold the inner flanges 
3a, of the gripping members against the outer 
ones at opposite sides of the clip. In any, event 
the coil of the spring serves to prevent relative 
lateral displacement of the clip members. 
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2,278,650 
At opposite ends of the coil 9 the Spring is 

formed with straight portions 20, terminating 
in right-angled bends 2 f, adapted to severally 
engage the transverse bends 6 of the tongues 
5 of the gripping members when the coil 9 is 
seated in the opposed bearing recesses 8 of the 
intermediate portions of the gripping members, 
and stress the jaws toward each other. 

It may here be mentioned that in the assen 
bled clip the handle portions are divergent rear 
Wardly of their point of contact in the rear open 
ing 9 of the bracket structure when the clip is 
in closed position, and that forwardly of the 
bearing recesses of the intermediate portions, 
such portions have divergent outer faces to their 
points of contact with the side faces of the front 
openings 8 of the cross-bracket. 
The method of assembling the parts of the clip 

may now be described. The bends 2 of the 
spring 9, it will be understood, in the unten 
Sioned Spring extend from the portions 20 par 
allel and near together. A pair of the gripping 
members being assembled with their jaws meet 
ing and their flange portions i? 3a and f4a over 
lapping and touching each other, and the free 
ends of the tongues 5 meeting at an acute angle 
centrally between the members, the spring is 
inserted and forced to assembled position from 
the rear, the bends 2 of the Spring riding on the 
outer faces of the tongues until they arrive at 
their seats in the transverse bends or recesses 6 
at the base thereof, and the coil of the spring 
being yieldingly forced past the rear edges of the 
bearing recesses 8 until it seats in such recesses. 
The tension of the spring will then serve to 
maintain the parts in assembled relation, and 
permit a tensioned opening of the jaws of the 
clip by Squeezing the handle portions thereof 
together. Throughout this opening and closing 
movement of the jaws the flanges 3a and f 48 of 
the gripping members serve to guide their move 
ments, and the coil 9 of the spring prevents 
disengagement of the parts laterally. 
The Spring clips, constructed as above de 

scribed, are assembled in the orifices of the cross 
bar 7, by Springing the handle portions of the 
clips together sufficiently to be inserted. from 
the front through the front orifices 8 and rear 
orifices. 9. It may be noted that when the clips 
are in closed or clamping position, the outer faces 
of the clip members are in contact with the edges 
of the Orifices, and are thereby held against 
Opening movement. 
When the divergent handle portions of the clip 

are Squeezed together, to overcome the tension 
of the Spring and positively rock the members of 
the clip On the coil of the spring as a pivot, the 
reaction between the divergent outer faces of the 
intermediate portions 3 of the clip and the adja 
cent edges of the forward opening 8 of the brack 
et will tend to cam the clip forwardly-assisted 
to Some extent, it may be, by forward manual 
preSSu'e on the handle portions-and the clip 
Will thus be shifted forwardly and the jaws 
Opened. 

If the clip be thus manipulated to move the 
clip forwardly to nearly or quite the full extent 
of movement permitted it, and the pressure upon 
the handle politions then released, the angle be 
tween the Outer faces of the handle portions and 
the edges of the rear openings 9 will be so obtuse 
that the Spring tension will not result in any 
canning action tending to shift the clip rear 
Wardly, and the clip will stand in forward posi 
tion with the jaws open. A brush may then be 
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inserted (or replaced) in the clip simply by in 
Serting the handle between the open jaWS and 
shifting it rearwardly, the handle portions be 
coming increasingly divergent until during the 
latter part of the closing movement of the jaws, 
the Spring exerts a camming reaction between 
the outer faces of the handle portions and the 
edges of the rear orifice tending to automatically 
assist complete closing of the jaws. 
The clip may, however, be moved forwardly 

in the openings in the bracket only sufficiently 
to partially open the jaws, and in Such case, 
after the handles have been released, the StreSS 
of the spring will tend to close the jaws and 
spread the handles, and the camming action thus 
exerted through the handles will act to shift the 
clip rearwardly and automatically close the jaws. 
To permit the supporting frame to be sup 

ported at an elevated position in the container, 
which may be convenient at times for ease in 
inspection or adjusting the brushes to proper 
position or for other reasons, as for convenience 
in removing brushes for use, I have provided a 
supporting hook 22 secured to the rear member 
of the base strip 4 of the frame and arranged 
to hook over the upper edge of the rear Wall of 
the container. 

I claim: 
... A support for brushes or other articles con 

prising a frame including a horizontal cross 
bracket structure including vertically disposed 
parallel front and rear webs formed with aligned 
front and rear openings, and a set of spring clips 
seated in said openings, said clips comprising a 
pair of pivotally-connected spring-tensioned 
gripping members each formed with opposed jaw 
portions and intermediate portions providing a 
pivotal connection and divergent handle por 
tions, said handle portions extending rearwardly 
of Said pivotal connection through said rear 
opening and said intermediate portions being 
Severally formed with divergent outer faces ex 
tending forwardly of said pivotal connection 
through said front opening, said divergent faces 
of Said intermediate portion tending to cam said 
clip forwardly when said handle portions are 
positively Squeezed together and the outer faces 
of Said handle portions tending to cam said clip 
rearwardly by tension of the spring. 

3. 
2. A support for brushes or other articles com 

prising a frame including a horizontal CrOSS 
bracket structure including vertically disposed 
parallel front and real webs formed with aligned 
front and rear openings, and a set of Spring clips 
Seated in said openings, said clips comprising a 
pair of pivotally-connected spring-tensioned 
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gripping members each formed with opposed jaw 
portions and intermediate portions providing a 
pivotal connection and divergent handle portions, 
said handle portions extending rear Wardly of 
Said pivotal connection through said rear open 
ing and said intermediate portions being severally 
formed with divergent Outer faces extending for 
Wardly of said pivotal connection through said 
front opening, the side edges of said front and 
rear Openings cooperating respectively with the 
divergent handle portions and the divergent outer 
faces Of Said intermediate portions of the par 
ticular clip to guide said clip and permit a for 
Ward Opening of the clip and a rearward closing 
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movement thereof. 
3. A support for brushes or other articles com 

prising a frame including a horizontal cross 
bracket structure including vertically disposed 
parallel front and rear webs formed with aligned 
front and rear openings, and a set of spring clips 
seated in Said openings, said clips comprising a 
pair of pivotally-connected spring-tensioned 
gripping members each formed with opposed jaw 
portions and intermediate portions providing a 
pivotal connection and divergent handle portions, 
Said handle portions extending rearwardly of said 
pivotal connection through said rear opening and 
Said intermediate portions being severally formed 
with divergent outer faces extending forwardly 
of said pivotal connection through said front 
Opening, the upper and lower faces of said grip 
ping members making sliding engagement with 
the upper and lower edges of said aligned open 
ings and the side edges of said opening cooperat 
ing with the outer divergent faces of said inter. 
mediate portions and handle portions, respec 
tively, to block pivotal - movement of such por 
tions when the gripping members are in closed 
rear Ward position, and permit pivotal movement 
of Such parts when said gripping members are 
noved to forward position. - 

CHARLES M. DRINKWATER. 

  


