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3 Claims.

This invention relates to bottle carriers and
is in the nature of an improvement upon the
invention disclosed and claimed in Letters Pat-
ent of the United States, #2,443,985, granted
to me on June 22, 1948, for Bottle Carriers.

In the patent referred to disclosure is made
of a basket<like carrier adapted to support two
longitudinal rows of bottles side-by-side. The
carrier body of the patent comprises a unitary
stirrup-like sheet metal member that includes
a bottom portion and straight upstanding end
arms. A channeled sheet metal bail or handle
is slidably secured to the end arms. Each end
arm has a pair of spaced straps displaced from
it to form with the arm body a guideway for
the associated bail leg. The associated bail leg
has a tongue struck from the base of the chan-
nel whose upper end is free and is displaced
into position to be intercepted by the lower
strap as the bail is slid upward.

With a construction of this kind it is possi-
ble to ship and store the carrier bodies and the
bails in unassembled relation since the assembly
can be effected simply by sliding the legs of the
bail downward through the guideways bounded
by the straps.

In accordance with the present invention the
construction referred to above is adhered to but
provision is further made of a separator adapted

to be applied to the end arms of the body in -

the same manner and by the same means as
the handle.

It is a further feature of the invention that
a separator and divider combination is provided
which is light, sturdy and efficient in use and
which can be manufactured in a simple and
economical manner.

Other objects and advantages will hereinafter
appear.

In the drawing forming part of this speci-
fication:

Fig. 1 is a view in sectional elevation of a
bottle carrier embodying the invention, the sec-
tion bheing taken upon the line I—I1 of Fig. 2,
looking in the direction of the arrows;

Fig. 2 is a sectional plan view of the bottle
carrier of Fig. 1, the section being taken upon
the line 2—2 of Fig. 1, looking in the direction
of the arrows; .

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary detailed view in sec-
tional elevation, the section being taken upon
the line 3—3 of Fig. 2, looking in the direction
of the arrows; and

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view in sectional ele~
vation, the section being taken upon the line
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§—4 of Fig. 2, looking in the direction of the
arrows. '

The illustrative carrier includes a body mem-
ber | which comprises a bottom portion 2 and
upstanding end arms 3. Each end arm 3 has
vertical slots 4 formed in its side margins.
Throughout the bottom area the body member
I is desirably formed with reinforcing ribs 5.

Side bands 6 have their end portions curved
inward. Tongues 7 at the extremities of the
side bands are passed inward through the slots
4 and clinched.

Each end arm 3 has upper and lower straps
9 and I8 struck inward from it to form a guide-
way for an associated leg fl, of a channeled
carrying handle or bail 12. Near the lower end
of each channeled bail arm 11 a spring tongue
i3 is struck from the channel base, the upper
end of the tongue being free. The tongue is
deformed to cause its upper end to be normally
displaced laterally with respect to the bail leg.

The basket-like bodies and the bails, con-
structed as described but not operatively asso-
ciated with one another, are shipped in like num-
bers and in the same or separate packages to
the dealer who is to use them. When the user
is ready to put the carriers into service or to
prepare a stock of carriers for service it is a
very simple matter to insert the bail ends
through straps § and 10 and to thrust the bail
ends downward until they engage the bottom
member 2. During this operation the tongues
{3 are readily cammed aside by the lower straps
10 so that they pass through straps without
substantial difficulty.

When the tongues have passed through the
lower straps 10 they spring inward so that the
lower straps 10 stand in intercepting relation
to them. When a container has been loaded
and is picked up by bail 12, the bail slides up-
ward until such sliding movement is arrested
by engagement of the tongues {3 with the lower
straps 10.

As thus far described, the construction corre-
sponds in all important points with the construc-
tion of Patent #2,443,985. In accordance with
the present invention, however, a longitudinally
extending separator 14, which carries a divider
16, is provided, and the strap arrangement of
the arms 3 is modified to enable the separator to
be applied along with, and in the same manner as,
the bail (2.

The separator I4.consists of a strip of sheet
metal, having a body portion 16 and down-turned
ends {1. Throughout the major portion of its
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length the body portion i6 is centrally folded to
bring its opposite sides into juxtaposed relation
and to dispose them in vertical planes. Each
down-turned end or leg T of the separator has
a spring tongue 18 struck from its lower end, the
upper end of the fongue being free. The tongue
is deformed to cause its upper end to be normally
displaced from the plane of the leg I1.

The legs IT of the separator are applied o the
basket-like body in the same manner as legs il of
the bail. The legs {7 are not long enough, how-
ever, to cause their tongues 18 to pass below the
lower strap 18, tongues 18 being designed to co-
operaie with the upper straps 9 in prevenfing

removal of the separator from the carrier bedy..

In order that the separator legs may be insert-
ed together with the bail legs:in the -guideways
bounded by the straps 9, the straps 9.are-dis-
placed sufficiently to cause the guideways to be
equal in width to the combined thicknesses of
‘the bail and the separator legs. The lower straps
10, however, are inclined to define tapering guide-
ways. - At the upper edge of the strap i0 the
guideway is wide enough to receive the combined
‘thickness of ‘the bail and separator legs, but at
the-lower edge of the strap 10 the guideway is
only wide enough to pass the bail leg. It will be
‘seen that the upper margin of the strap 10 re-
“ceives and confines the ‘lower extremity of the
“separator leg 17T but that the lower edge of the
‘strap 18 stands in obstructing relation to the
tongue 13 of the bail leg.

The separator may be applied to the carrier
body-before or after the bail, or simultaneously
‘with the bail. ~“Neither interferes in any way with
the other, so that there is nothing critical about
“the sequence of assembly operations. 'This is a
very advantageous point because the carrier
‘parts will generally be assembled by store clerks
who have little knowledge or skill in mechanical
matters.

"'The divider {5 desirably consists of a single
piece of sheet metal. The divider comprises a
U-shaped body portion 19, which rests astride the
body:portion "6 of -the separator. - Alisned open-
ings 20 and ‘2{ are formed through the bodies of
the divider and the separator. Through fasten-
ers' 22  pdss through the openings 20 and 2i and
‘have their ~ends overturned after insertion

‘through the openings to hold the parts securely :

‘in assembled relation.

Arms 23 constitute prolongations of the side
portions of the divider body {9. There are two
of these arms-at-each side of the separator and
they are folded away from theseparator to divide
‘the spaces  at either side of the separator into
‘three substantially equal divisions.

“The divider-is produced with almost no waste
‘of material and in an extremely simple and eco-
nomical manner. A rectangular blank is
punched having siots formed in it to divide the
arms 23 from one another. The body is then
bent to U-shape, and the arms 23 are bent out-
‘ward to'the shapes indicated.

- I have described what I believe to be the best
embodiment of my invention. I do not wish,
however, to be confined to the embodiment shown
but what I desire to cover by Letters Patent is
‘get'forth’in the appended claims.

" Iclaim:

~1.”A-Dbasket-like bottle carrier comprising a
body that includes side and bottom portions and
straight upstanding ends, a sheet metal carrying
‘handle slidably secured to the ends, and a longi-

i0-

4

tudinally extending botfle separator sectiréd fg
the ends, said ends having spaced straps dis~
placed from them one above the other, and the
handle and separator having downturned legs at
their opposite ends, the handle and separator legs
at each end being passed downward in juxtaposed
relation through the guideway portion bounded
by the upper strap, and the handle leg being con-
tinved downward through -the guideway portion
bounded by the lower strap, each handle leg hav-
ing an upwardly directed spring tongue engage-

“gble with the lower side of the lower associated

strap to retain the handle against separation

“from the body, and each separator leg having an

‘15

-upwardly-directed spring tongue engageable with

the lower side of the upper associated strap to

' retain the-separator against accidental removal
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from the body.
2. A basket-like bottle carrier comprising a

-body that includes side and bottom portions and

straight upstanding ends, a sheet metal carrying
handle'slidably secured o the ends, and a longi-
tudinally- extending bottle separator secured to
the ends, sdid. ends having spaced “straps dis-
placed from them one.above the other, and the
handle and separator having downturned legs
at'their opposite ends, the handle and separator
legs at each end being. passed  downwardly in
juxtapoesed relation through the guideway por-
tion bounded by the upper strap, and the handle
leg being continued downward through the guide-
way . portion bounded by the- lower strap, each
handle leg having an upwardly directed spring
tongue. engageable. with the- lower side of the

Jdower -associated strap to retain the handle

against separation from the body, and each sepa-

rator leg .having an upwardly directed spring
-fongue engageable with the-lower side of the

upper associated strap-to retain -the separator
against-accidental removal from the body, each
lower- strap being inclined to form a tapering
guideway wide. enough to receive the associated
handle and separator legs at its upper end bué
only wide encugh to pass the handle leg at its
lower end.

- 3.-In a basket-like bottle -carrier, a separator
and -divider. combination, the separator consist-
ing of a strip of sheet metal which comprises a
body portion and downturned ends, the body por-
tion bemg folded - double along .its longitudinal
center throughout the major portion. of its
length, - and -the.-divider. consisting of a sheet
metal member-having a- U- shaped body. resting
-astride “the body -portion .of the separator, and
arms forming prolongations .of-the side portions
of the U-shaped body, said arms at opposite sides
-of-the. separator- being. curved to extend away
from the separator into bottle embracing posi-

. tions, and fastening means securing -the divider
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in fixed position upon the separator.
- JOSEPH A. LAMPRECHT.
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