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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, ALFRED C. BURGESS, a
citizenof the United States; residing at Greens-
borough, in the county of Guilford and State
of North Carolina, have invented a new and
useful Bail, of which the following isa speci-
fication. '

My invention relates to bails for well-buck-
ets; and it has forits object to provide a bail
that will be so constructed and arranged upon
the ordinary well-bucket that the same will
be utilized as a sinker forsinking the bucket
when lowered to the water, and thus avoid
the necessity of using unsightly weights to
sink the bucket. The great disadvantage of
theordinary well-bucket having to use weights
tied to the bail or bucketis that the bucket
must be raised and lowered from one to a
dozen times, with great damage to botk bucket
and rope in filling the bucket with water, as
well as churning and stirring up any mud or
other impurities that may have settled in the
well; and a farther disadvantage of the old
style having weights is that additional weight
besides that of the water and bucket has to
be drawn up,and such additional weights fre-
quently catch in the curbs or walls of the well,
thas spilling the water and often getting loose
and dropping back intio the water to rust.

‘With these objects in view my improvement
consists in providing a weighted or extra
heavy iron bail similar to the ordinary bail
now in use and provided with hooks having
oppositely-disposed stops engaging the strap-
ears-of the bucket, and constructed and ar-
ranged to tilt and sink the bucket promptly,
in a manner hereinafter morefully described,
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, and
specifically pointed outin the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view, partly in section, of a well-
bucket provided with a bail constructed in ac-
cordance with my invention. Fig. 2 is a de-

tail in perspective of a bail for well-buckets
constructed in accordance with my invention.

Referring to theaccompanying drawings by
letter, A designates a well-bucket constructed
in the ordinary manner of the usual vertical
tongue-and-groove strips and encircled by the
ordinary hoops B. The said bucket is also

provided with the ordinary ear-strap C, dia- »

meftrieally crossing the bottom of the buecket
and extending up the sides thereof fiugh with
the same, and terminates in the ordinary loops
or ears . .
The bail D is constructed of iron and is
made in the same approximate shape as the
ordinary bails, but is formed heavier than
usual to do away with the use of the usual
sinkers. The said bail is spirvally coiled at
each end to form the loops d, adapted to en-
gage the ears of said ear-strap, the said ends
being coiled in a reverse or opposite direction
to each other to form the oppositely-disposed
ends d’, forming stops which limit the move-
ment of the bail to either side of the bucket
by abutting against the ears of the strap C,
thus providing means whereby the bail is
stopped at any suitable angle—preferably
about forty-five degrees—which will cause
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the bucket to tilt and sink promptly, and the -

stops being oppositely disposed the bucket
will sink from either side, according. to the
direction in which the same may turn or drop.

The construction and operation of this im-
provement are now thought to be apparent.
The herein-described bail is not necessarily
limited for use upon the well - bucket: de-
seribed, for the same may be advantageously
and readily attached to any style of bucket
and can be connected to any hook, staple, or
other arrangement for attaching bails to
buckets.

Having thus deseribed my invention, whatI
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

The combination, with a well-bucket and
the ears thereof, of a bail having the oppo-
site reversely and spirally coiled loops ter-
minating in oppositely-disposed ends forming

‘stops adapted to engage said ears, substan-

tially as set forth. ‘

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

ALFRED C. BURGESS.

Witnesses: »
REv. MURRAY,
W. F. BOGART,
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