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1

The invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in a metal tablet box, and more par-
ticularly a box wherein the cover may be un-
latched by pressing on the rear portion of the
cover.

An objeet of the invention is to provide a
tablet box of the above type wherein the side walls
of the cover are pivetaily connected to the side
walls of the body ferwardly of and adjacent the
rear wall of the body and wherein the pivotal con-
nection is such as to shift and permit the cover
to be depressed at the rear for the initial open-
ing movement of the cover and wherein said
pivotal connection operates as it shifts to move
the cover rearwardly during the initial opening
movernent and to move the cover forwardly dur-
ing the final closing movement thereof.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a tablet box having the above characteristics
wherein the cover when closed is supported on
the upper edge of the side walls of the body and
rocks upon the curved edge when pressed upon
at the rear for unlatching the same.

In the drawings, which show by way of illus-
tration one embodiment of the invention,

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a box embodying
the improvements, the section beihg centrally
through the box from front to rear and with the
cover in closed position;

Figure 2 is a view partly in rear elevation and
partly in section, the section being taken on line
2--2 of Figure 1;

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 1 but show-
ing the cover as depressed at the rear of the box
for unlatching the same;

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 1 but show-
ing the cover in full open position;

Figure 5 is a side elevation of a portion of one
of the side walls and showing the depression
therein for the pivot trunnion.

The tablet box embodying the improvements
includes a body portion | and a cover 2. The
body includes a bottom 3 having integral side
walls 4, 4, an integral front wall §, and an integral
rear wall §. The cover includes a top portion 71,
a front wall 8, a rear wall 8, and side walls 10,
i0. These walls of the cover are all integral
with the top portion 7. The cover is dimensioned
so as to engage over the body walls.

The rear wall § is reduced in height and termi-
nates in an upper edge {i. The side walls 4 of
the body are curved downwardly from a point
12 to the upper edge i1 of the rear wall, as indi-
cated at (3.

The cover T is curved upwardly from side to
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side of the box and when in closed position, the
side edge portions of the top will rest upon the
top edges of the body walls at least in the region
indicated at §2. The rear portion of the top of
the ecover, when the cover is closed, is disposed
at some distance above the upper edge it at the
rear wall of the body and, thersfore, the cover,
when pressed upon at the rear side thereof, will
rock on the curved surface. In other words, this
curved surface provides a shifting fulcrum sup-
pert for the cover as it moves from the position
shown in- Figure 1 to the position shoewn in Fig-
ure 3. The rear wall 2 of the cover is shortened
and the lower edge thereof is indicated at 14. It
will be noted that when_the cover is in closed
positien the edge 14 of the cover is slightly be-
low the edge {1 of the body of the box.

The frount wall 5 of the body is provided with an
cutwardly projecting nib (5 which is adapted to
engage in g recess 16 formed in an ocutwardly
projecting protuberance on the front wall 8 of the
cover.

Both of the side walls of the body of the box
are similarly shaped and in each side wall, ad-
jacent the rear wall 6, is a lengitudinally extend-
ing depression 17 (see Figures 2 and B). The side
walls {8, {8 of the depression are parallel and
the end walls 18, 19 are semi-circular. The side
walls of the depression are inclined forwardly
from the bottom thereof to the top, the purpose
of which will e hereinafter more fully disclosed.
Each side wall of the cover is previded with a
circutar depression 28 which forms an integral
inwardly extending trunnion 21. These trunnions
on the side walls of the cover extend into the
depressions and the trunnion is shaped so as to
conform generally to the curved ends of the de-
pression.

‘When the cover is in closed position the trun-
nions 21 are at the upper end of the depression.
When the rear portion of the cover is pressed
upon the recess 16 in the front wall of the cover
will be disengaged from the nib and the cover
will move to what might be called its initial un-
latched and opened position (see Figure 3). Dur-
ing this downward movement of the rear portion
of the cover the trunnion 21 will move to the low-
er end of the depression.

As the trunnion moves downward in the de-
pression it will engage the front wall I8 of the
depression and will force the cover to shift rear-
wardly on the body of the box. This will position
the rear wall 9 of the cover so that it can swing
around the lower corner of the body to fully open
position as indicated in Figure 4. When the cover
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is moved toward closed position, it will contact
with the curved upper edge 13 of the body and
then rock on this curved edge as a fulcrum sup-
port, and this will cause the trunnion to move
toward the upper end of the depression and when
it moves upwardly in the depression it will en-
gage the rear wall i3 of the depression and he
shifted toward the front of the body of the box.
This will force the cover forwardly and cause
the front wall to clear the front wall of the body
§ as it moves into latched position.

It will be noted from Figure 1 that the rear
wall 9 of the cover is very close to the rear wall &
of the body. This makes a very desirable rela-
tion of the cover to the body in closed position.
When the cover swings to open position the shift-
ing thereof through the movement of the trun-
nion to the lower end of the depression will carry
the rear wall of the cover away from the rear wall
§ of the body so that this rear wall 9 of the cover
can move freely around the corner of the body
where the rear wall joins the bottom, as shown
in Figure 4. When the cover is moved to closed
position as noted above, it will be moved forward
so as to bring the rear wall 9 close to the rear
wall § and at the same time cause the front wall
of the cover to clear the front wall of the body
as it moves to closed position.

It is obvious that minor changes in the details
of construction and the shaping of the parts may
be made without departing from the spirit of the
invention as set forth in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A tablst box comprising a body and a cover
each having rear; front and side walls integrally
connected to a top and a bottom, respectively,
with the cover engaging over the body walls, said
cover having a fulcrum support on each of the
side walls of the body on which fulerum supports
the cover rocks during the initial opening there-
of, said side walls of the body adjacent the ends
thereof having elongated inwardly extending de-
pressions inclining forwardly from the bottom
thereof to the top therecf, the side walls of the
cover having inwardly extending trunnions
adapted to engage the respective depressions in
the body walls, said trunnions being disposed at
the upper ends of the depressions when the cover
is closed and movable to the lower ends thereof
when the cover is pressed upon at the rear and
moved to initially open position and serving as
pivotal supports for the cover during the re-
mainder of the movement of the cover to full
open position, the side walls of the depressions
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being parallel and operating on said trunnions
to move the cover forwardly during closing so
as to clear the front wall of the kedy and to move
the cover rearwardly during opening so as to clear
the bottom of the rear wall of the body, said front
wall of the body having a projecting nib adapted
to engage a recess in the front wall of the cover
for yieldingly holding said cover in closed posi-
tion.

2. A tablet box comprising a hody and a cover,
each having rear, front and side walls integrally
connected to a top and a bottom, respectively,
with the cover engaging over the body walls, the
side walls of the body being curved downwardly
from a point forwardly of the rear wall to the
upper edge of the rear wall which is reduced in
height, said curved edges forming fulcrum sup-
ports for the cover on which the cover rocks
during initial opening, said side walls of the body
adjacent the ends thereof having elongated in-
wardly extending depressions inclining forward-
ly from the bottom thereof to the top thereof,
the side walls of the cover having inwardly ex-
tending trunnions adapted to engage the respec-
tive depressions in the body walls, said trunnions
being disposed at the upper ends of the depres-
sions when the cover is closed and movable to the
lower ends thereof when the cover is pressed
upon at the rear and moved to initially open po-
sition and serving as pivotal supports for the
cover during the remainder of the movement of
the cover to full open position, the side walls of
the depressions being parallel and operating on
said trunnions to move the cover forwardly dur-
ing closing so as to clear the front wall of the
body and to move the cover rearwardly during
opening so as to clear the bottom of the rear wall
of the body, said front wall of the body having
a projecting nib adapted to engage a recess in the
front wall of the cover for yieldingly holding said
cover in closed position.
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